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SURREY RADIO CONTACT CLUB 

82
nd

 Anniversary Year - Founded 1935  

April 2017 – No: 896  

 
 

 
CLUB NET 1.905 MHz LSB  Sunday 9:30am 

CLUB NET 70.30 MHz FM                   Thursday   8.00pm 

CLUB NET 145.35 MHz +/- 25kHz  FM Friday   8.00pm 

 

 

CLUB Internet WEB Site:   http://www.g3src.org.uk 

 Hon. Sec. John Kennedy G3MCX 
22 Croham Park Avenue 

SOUTH CROYDON 
Surrey CR2 7HH  

020-8688 3322 

E-mail: secretary@g3src.org.uk 

 
 

 
MONTHLY MEETINGS 1ST AND 3RD MONDAYS 7.30 FOR 7.45pm 

Meetings at Trinity School, Shirley Park, Croydon CR9 7AT 

*******************************************************************************************                    

1st MEETING    Monday 3rd April: Annual General Meeting 
 

2nd MEETING   24th April:  Informal Chat, Move-it-On, Fix-it. Led by John G8MNY 

SRCC Committee 2016/17  

Chairman & Club Meetings G4FDN  Pat McGuinness 020 8643 0491 

Vice-Chairman M0LEP Rick Hewett 01689 851472 

Secretary & Communications G3MCX John Kennedy 020 8688 3322 

Web Master (ex Committee) G4FYF Steve Jones 01424 584143 

Treasurer & Membership Records G4FFY Ray Howells 01732 357474 

Equipment Officer, Fund Raising & Liaison 
Recycling, t 

G4DDY  Maurice Fagg 020 8669 1480 

Club Contest Co-ordinator G3WRR Quin Collier 020 8653 6948 

Co-opted Committee Member G3ZPB   Peter Burton 01737 551413 

Co-opted Committee Member G6JXA   Kim Brown 07812 735507 

Dear Members & Friends, 

Hello and welcome to the April 2017 Issue of 
the SRCC Newsletter. 

First Meeting: 3rd April 2017 - 77th 
Annual General Meeting  

Formal notice of the 77th AGM was 
included in the March issue of the 
Newsletter.  

Copies of the agenda, nomination forms 
and minutes of the 2017 AGM have been 
sent to all members.  

 

Second Meeting: 24th April 2017: 
Informal Chat, Move-it-On, Fix-it 
session 
 

This will follow the usual format for the 
second monthly meeting: mainly a chance to 
chat to other members/visitors face to face, 
but with the option of taking advice on those 
intractable technical problems with the 
assistance of the collective brainpower 
present, supported by a set of test equipment 
provided by John G8MNY. If you have a 
particular problem in mind, it might be worth 
contacting John in advance to ensure that he 
has the right kit to assist!  

http://www.g3src.org.uk/
mailto:secretary@%3Cno%20spam%3Eg3src.org.uk
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LAST MONTH'S MEETINGS  

6th February 2017 Meeting:  “How not to 
win NFD” by Quin G3WRR – Summary 
part 2 
 
Strictly, the section heading “Last Month’s 
Meetings” is not quite correct this month. The 
first part of Quin’s presentation was 
summarised in last month’s Newsletter, but 
owing to the length of the summary, it was 
decided to split it between the March and 
April Newsletters, so here is part 2…. 
 

 
 

Presenter G3WRR dazzles the audience by the 
reflection off his head… 
 

Last month’s summary concluded with the 
results of NFD2012. Quin continued by 
explaining that several changes had been 
made for 2013: 

 Alun G4WGE had joined the team 

 the previous location, near Postbridge 

on Dartmoor, was used again, but 

this time a different (and previously 

used) field was chosen  

 A more ambitious antenna setup was 

adopted 

 John G8IYS kindly brought his trailer 

tent along, and took responsibility for 

catering. 

 
As in 2012 the team all travelled down on 
Friday. John G4CZB arrived from 
Northampton, and Alun & Quin from London, 
about 2pm. John G8IYS arrived ashen faced 
around 3.45pm, having taken the worst 
possible B-road route from Exeter to site and 
nearly run out of petrol. After soothing tea 
and pasties the team set off for the site. The 

new field was about 100ft higher than the 
one used in 2012, flat and smooth although 
sloping slightly, with grass nicely cropped by 
cattle (which had also left little aromatic 
presents).  The downside was that to reach it 
from the road two fields had to be traversed 
– the first one sloping down to a dry stream 
bed and the second fairly steeply back up 
and into the site field. Because of the good 
weather, attempts were made to get the cars 
up to the final site but the second access 
field proved too much of a challenge. 
Fortunately the farm’s quad bike and trailer 
were available this time, allowing the gear to 
be transported without (apart from the poles) 
Sherpa style effort – and the quad bike 
coped easily with the trailer tent too. The only 
difficulty with transporting the gear was the 
need to keep the cattle in the right fields 
when the bike and trailer were going through 
the gates, but this was finally sorted by 
activities reminiscent of John Wayne cowboy 
movies. The trailer tent and the operating 
tent were set up, and rain sensitive items put 
under cover before retreating to the East 
Dart Hotel with members of the Medland clan 
(Quin’s former in-laws) for comestibles.  
 
The first task on Saturday was antenna 
erection. This year the team entered the 
Restricted-Complex category. Instead of 
limiting entrants to a single antenna with a 
maximum height, this allows a maximum 
length of wire (120m) and maximum amount 
of mastage (22m) and within those limits 
entrants can do as they please. The chosen 
setup was a 274ft inverted V on a 40ft 
scaffolding mast (160m & 80m), 40m dipole 
(40m) & 20m dipole (20m & 15m) strung end 
to end, and a 10m sloper. In the end, the 
40m dipole was configured as half dipole and 
half inverted V to avoid excessive bending in 
the push up mast supporting it, but it 
nonetheless worked. With antenna erection 
completed, Quin set up the gear (largely the 
same as in 2012, viz. FT5000, N1MM logger 
and Winkey), while John G8IYS went to 
Moretonhampstead to shop for food 
(narrowly avoiding getting a parking ticket), 
and shortly before the start at 4pm a cross 
between brunch and afternoon tea, but using 
components usually associated with  
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breakfast, was consumed – and very good it 
was. 
 
Things were slow at the start due to a 
Coronal Mass Ejection the previous day, but 
gradually improved. 10m was in better shape 
that in 2012 with occasional spurts of 
sporadic E which had to be watched for 
carefully. Following the usual pattern, 
operation was split between 10, 15 & 20m 
until about 2045 UTC by which time 20m had 
largely closed. After a period on 40m, activity 
then moved to 160m & 80m (with occasional 
forays onto 40m) until around 0345. After 
that frequent band changes between 40m, 
20m, 15m & 10m were necessary to keep 
the contact rate up. And so the 24 hours 
passed pleasantly.  Taking the gear down, 
transporting it to the cars and loading them 
was largely the reverse of setup, although 
the team were all tired by then. Also the 
trailer tent was very keen to push the quad 
bike down the hill, which proved interesting. 
But finally all was completed, and after a 
Sunday evening meal at the East Dart Hotel, 
the members returned home on Monday.  
 

 
 

NFD 2013 Dartmoor – gear awaiting assembly  
 

The 2013 results (in terms of adjudicated 
contacts) were: 
160m 101 
80m 129 
40m 188 
20m 242 
15m 120 
10m  62 
TOTAL  842 
This resulted in a position of 11th out of 20, 
slightly better than in 2012. 
 

Quin explained that the team had also taken 
part in NFD in 2014, 2015 and 2016. 
However from 2014 onwards, a site near 
Northampton has been used (courtesy of 
Northampton Radio Club). This was because 
the use of the Dartmoor site necessitated the 
two team members who were still working to 
take two days off work – a significant 
overhead. The use of the nearer 
Northampton site means that only half a day 
off was required. Nevertheless the general 
feeling has been that visiting the Dartmoor 
site was somehow better on the social front, 
and had more of a sense of adventure. The 
stories for the latter three years follow the 
general pattern of 2012 & 2013 and were not 
much expanded upon. However detailed 
changes involved: 

 use of the excellent Elecraft K3 

transceiver rather than the FT5000 

 use (as permitted by the rules) of a 

second spotting receiver – not 

repeated in later years as it only 

netted a single extra contact……  

 trials of a variety of different antennas 

(274ft doublet, 274ft inverted V and 

delta loop) 

 attempts to optimise antenna 

orientation based on spreadsheeting 

– largely unsuccessful, as can be 

seen from the results below: 

o 2014 – 808 contacts, 10th ex 25 

o 2015 – 745 contacts, 11th ex 18 

o 2016 – 759 contacts, 12th ex22. 
 

 
 

NFD 2014 Northampton – a minor problem 
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Quin then showed a set of pictures from the 
2014 - 2016 period. In addition to the usual 
bucolic FD shots, these included (much to 
the apparent enjoyment of the audience) 
pictures of a mast that had collapsed during 
erection, and the three mast couplers 
immolated by the collapse. He concluded by 
saying that plans for 2017 were already 
under consideration…..  
 
73, Quin G3WRR 
  

 
6th March 2017 Meeting: Surplus 
Equipment Sale 
 

 
 

Potential customers awaiting that elusive 
bargain 
 

The first of the twice yearly Surplus 
Equipment Sales was held on 6th March at 
Trinity School. 25 members and visitors were 
present. As usual Gareth G4XAT acted as a 
highly persuasive auctioneer, supported by 
Pat G4FDN and Maurice G4DDY who 
passed sold items onto the recipients (one 
hesitates to say “victims”…), and Peter 
G3ZPB & John G8IYS who kept records of 
the financial side. 
 

 
 

The “hard sell” team at work 
 

Total takings were £174.50, and the club 
benefited by £18.10 from commission on 
attendees’ sales plus £53.50 from sale of 
club items and donations from sellers. 
 

 
 

The finance department enjoying their task…. 
 
 

Chairman's Blog by Pat G4FDN 
 
And it’s goodbye from me!: this will be my 
last “Chairman’s Blog” as I will not be 
accepting nomination again for Chairman at 
the AGM on Monday, as another member 
has been persuaded to stand for election. 
When I originally accepted nomination all 
those years ago I thought it would be just for 
one year, which then became three years, 
and with no other volunteers in the 
meantime, now eleven years in total. It has 
been a privilege and honour to serve as 
SRCC Chairman and I wish the new 
chairman the same help and support I have 
received. Though I’m not allowing my name 
to be nominated for chairman, I’m not 
proposing to abandon the committee 
altogether, and if elected at the AGM, will 
hopefully continue to contribute in other 
ways. 
 
Welcome to new members Steve (2EØDIZ) 
and Helen Pelling: Steve & Helen reside in 
Bromley. Steve is active on VHF/UHF FM 
and often joins the SRCC 4m and 2m nets, 
and is now also on HF SSB with an 
FT101ZD and a G5RV antenna, and he 
hopes to be on Top Band soon too. Helen is 
beginning study for the Foundation Licence. 
The picture below of Steve and Helen in 
profile was taken at a recent Fix-it evening.   
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Front: Steve 2EØDIZ & XYL Helen Pelling, Back: L-

R Peter G3ZPB and Rick MØLEP. 

 
Dutch National Radio Fleamarket (Radio 
Vlooienmarkt): can a sentence begin with 
an ‘s? -and what does this have to do with 
the radio fleamarket? ‘s – Hertogenbosch, 
colloquially known as “Den Bosch”, is the 
town which hosts the Dutch National Radio 
fleamarket in the Autotron arena of its 
Rosmalen district.  
 

    
 

 
 
 

This was the 42nd year the fleamarket had 
been held, and I had wanted to visit it for 
several years. So this year my wife Cece and 
I decided to have a long weekend in the old 
medieval town of ‘s – Hertogenbosch and kill 
several birds with one stone, so to speak. 
Firstly to celebrate our respective birthdays, 
enjoy some of the culture, food and sights, 
and for me, a visit to the radio fleamarket, as 
well. ‘s – Hertogenbosch is just north of 
Eindhoven in the Brabant province of the 
Netherlands. We took the Eurotunnel Shuttle 
from Folkestone to Calais with a 200 mile 
drive via Antwerp up to ‘s – Hertogenbosch. 
We stayed in hotel which used to be a 
convent. The breakfast room was interesting 
-it used to be the convent chapel, and the 
altar was used for laying out the breads and 
pastries! 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Entrance ticket -apparently, I was the 6561
st

 visitor 

 
I had been to amateur radio events in other 
countries, once in Maine, USA, and once in 
Germany, but the radio fleamarket was the 
biggest I have ever experienced. I barely got 
around it all in 5 hours. I think there were 
over 330 separate stands on two levels. The 
fleamarket was open from 0900 to 1530, with 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiQ0aT19O_SAhWIA8AKHWxSD6sQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.holland.com%2Fglobal%2Fmeetings%2Fdutch-conference-cities%2Fmeet-in-s-hertogenbosch.htm&psig=AFQjCNEpen4UPpDwvCiUdbJkYVHUGPKDjw&ust=1490471374164945
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people queuing from before 0800. I arrived 
shortly before 1000 -it was about a five mile 
drive from our hotel in the town centre. Using 
the car’s satnav it tried to take me through a 
nature park that had a closed gate into the 
Autotron, so I, and several other cars, also 
presumably using satnavs, had to U-turn. A 
friendly local resident (in English) gave me 
the correct directions and after a couple of 
miles I joined a short queue of cars to the 
Autotron overflow carpark. From there it was 
a short walk to the entrance and after paying 
the €8 fee I was in. It was huge inside. The 
pictures below probably only cover 40-50% 
in any one shot. 
 

 
 

 
 
What do you think they were selling on this 
stand? 

 
 

Radio inspired confectionery!  

 

Interested in vintage radio? For collectors of 
broadcast receivers there were many stands, 
with many radios -mostly Philips, not 
unsurprisingly for Holland. 
 

 
 

 
 

The typical asking price was around €25 a 
set. 
 
There was also a lot of vintage amateur radio 
equipment on offer and here is a picture of a 
Heathkit HW-100 HF transceiver that was 
being offered for €70. 
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I was gobsmacked by some of the power 
supplies that were offered for sale. Here are 
some 3kW rated 12V 240A PSU’s I saw 
being offered by a German trader. 
 

 
 
I must admit I was tempted briefly, but I don’t 
have anything that even comes close to 
needing that kind of amperage, so I ended 
up getting a much small one for €12 that 
could only deliver up to 82A! 
 

 
 

The size of the above was approximately 9” x 
3” x 2”. One can adjust the voltage upwards 
to around 13.6V – 13.8V using a resistor 
between the remote voltage sense lines and 
output. I only tested mine up to 40A at 13.7V 
but Gareth G4XAT has experimented with 

this type of supply I believe you can get near 
60A with the voltage output at the tweaked 
higher level. The PSU is extremely quiet 
acoustically, so my next thoughts are on how 
to package it up. 
 
The big traders were in a minority, but this is 
a picture of one of them: HamShop.nl 
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If you were after components then you 
wouldn’t have been disappointed either by 
the range and variety, or the price. It was the 
first time I saw components being sold by the 
metre though.  
 

 
 
 
I picked up a very nice used heatsink 
approximately 13” x 9½” in size for only €6. 
 

 
 
There is a £1 coin in the top left hand corner 
to give some idea of the size. 
 

Another bargain was a 100W 6GHz rated 
dummy load which I got for €15 and which I 
saw on some other stands going for €45. 
 

 
 

 
 
There were quite a few specialist antenna 
manufacturers there. I was quite impressed 
with the range and quality from Anjo 
Antennen from Heinsberg in Germany 
(http://www.joachims-
gmbh.de/antennen.html) and also EPS 
Antennas from Lingen in Germany 
(http://www.eps-antennas.de/) 
 
I was particularly impressed with the Anjo 
Quad design antennas for 70cm which offer 
a very small turning radius but a high gain of 
14.8dbi. 
 

http://www.joachims-gmbh.de/antennen.html
http://www.joachims-gmbh.de/antennen.html
http://www.eps-antennas.de/
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The picture above is of their AQ70-000E : 
432 MHz Achtfach-Quad, Zehnfach-Reflektor 
antenna. Spec as follows: 

 Gewinn von 14,8dBi  

 Länge mechanisch: 2,0m  

 Vormast Unterzug: VM  

 Öffnungswinkel E=69° / H=18° 

 Stockungsabstand für horizontale 
Polarisation: H=62cm V=105cm 

 Masse: 3,2kg  

 Winddruck 109N bei 120km/h, 
194N bei 160km/h  

 Hohes Vor-Rückverhältnis 
F/B=19,4dB  

 sauberes Strahlungsdiagramm, 

beste Voraussetzung für 
erfolgreiches Stocken zu 

Hochleistungs-Antennengruppen 

 Anschluß: Qualitäts N – Buchse, 
Koppler angebaut!  

 Belastbarkeit: 1 kW CW;   2 kW 
PEP 

 Gemessene 50 Ohm Anpassung, 
mit kalibriertem Messequipment 

 Breitbandige 50Ω Anpassung; 
VSWR siehe Anpass-Diagramm  

 Leicht zerlegbar, daher sehr gut 
für Portabel Betrieb geeignet  

 
 
EPS Antennas had a very nice range of 
portable masts, tripods, and other bits and 
pieces for the portable operator. Prices were 
reasonable too. As with Anjo, the EPS 
website is worth a perusal. 
 
There were a couple of companies there 
offering bespoke amateur radio related 
items, e.g. QSL cards, T-shirts, Polo shirts, 
baseball caps, stickers, etc , with some items 
being produced on a while you wait basis. I 
could not resist one sticker for my garden 
workshop: 
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Another gadget I picked up was a ‘Parrot Pal’ 
for just €2. Intended for CB use it embodies a 
speaker and a solid state voice recorder and 
playback device that can record and 
playback both sides of a QSO -120 seconds 
maximum, and can interface with a 
transceiver so you can re-transmit received 
signals. The item was brand new and still in 
original packaging and was complete with 
interfacing cables and a mounting bracket. 
 

 
 

 
The Autotron area was well equipped with a 
large self service style cafeteria with plenty of 
seating. There were also cafes/snack bars in 
the corners of the main hall where one could 
get refreshments. Prices were reasonable 
too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some specialist clubs and museums were 
also represented, and I wish I had more time 
to linger but I only got to the last stand 
shortly before close. 
 

 
is a Dutch radio club for military surplus radio 
equipment enthusiasts. They publish their 
own monthly journal called “Surplus Radio 
Bulletin”. 
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Kunstmanen is a group that promotes the 
use and experimentation of remote Earth 
observation satellites. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

This is one I’ll have to visit next time: Jan 
Corver is a museum dedicated to radio hams 
and amateur radio. They have a large 
collection of radio equipment and 
transmitters that have been used by radio 
amateurs over the years, giving a good view 
of the past, present and future of amateur 
radio. 
 
Museum Jan Corver was first opened in 
1999 as the result of a long standing wish of 
Cor Moerman, PA0VYL. Over the years, Cor 
had developed plans for a museum 
especially for radio amateurs, and finally saw 
his plans become reality. Today, the 
museum owns a large and unique collection 
of ham radio equipment, that shows the 
evolution of the hobby over the years.  
 
The museum is fully self-supporting and 
doesn't receive any public funding. In order 
to generate income, the museum regularly 
introduces now DIY kits for radio amateurs. 
Over the past few years, the museum has 
been donated large amounts of surplus 
equipment by KNP Telecom (the main Dutch 
telecom operator). A great deal of this 
equipment can be converted for amateur use 
and is sold by the museum to radio amateurs 
exclusively for symbolic prices. In some 
cases, the volunteers of the museum, have 
created a complete DIY conversion kit for 
such rigs. 
 
The museum is located in the town of Budel 
which is located in the south of The 
Netherlands in the province of Noord 
Brabant, close to the A2 motorway between 
Eindhoven and Maastricht. 
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Event in Belgium: For members who are 
interested in visiting overseas amateur meets 
(and who can read what appears to be 
Flemish…) the following on Easter Monday 
may be worth a visit …. 
 

 
 
 
 
More on the smartphone replacing 
laptops and PCs: I think many members, 
like me, read their club newsletters directly 
on screen rather than printing out and then 
reading. However, in recent years I have had 
my newsletter delivered to my Kindle 
eReader so have used that more. I’m now 
using my Windows 10 smartphone  
increasingly for reading. As well as 
supporting a Kindle application for all my 
existing books and journals, it has a colour 
touch screen and I find it much easier to 
move and navigate and search books than 
the Kindle. It also has a very large memory -
up to 200GB (though I currently only have 
64GB installed) against 2GB for my Kindle 
which is not upgradeable. A couple of 
screenshots show some of the things I have 
been reading recently: an RSGB T&R 
Bulletin from 1933 and an ARRL book on 
JT65. 
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Sign-off: I hope to see you all at next 
Monday’s AGM. In many ways, this is the 
most important meeting in the club’s year so 
please do your best to attend.  
 
 

SRCC Clothing Offer 2017  
 

The club is offering another chance to get 
sweat tops, polo tops, and fleeces with the 
club logo embroidered with your own 
callsign. The club will be a subsidising each 
item by about £5 (covers the cost of the club 
logo being embroidered on the left breast) 
but we will limit this to a maximum of 3 items 
per member. 
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A representation of the options available and 
the subsidised price are: 
 

      
Classic Russell Sweat Top - £15 

 
 

 

 
 

Kustom Kit Polo Tops - £11 

      
 

 
Regatta Fleece - £20  

     
 
 

 
 Baseball Cap - £13 
 

We are currently finalising the options 
available including colours, and the inclusion 
of other items like T-shirts and Beanie caps.  
We will send out shortly an email, with full 
details and an order form, to all SRCC 
members. 
 
73, Ray G4FFY 
 

 

SOTA on the borders  
 
The SOTA (Summits on the Air - 
http://www.sota.org.uk/) programme gives 
points for summits, usually roughly based on 
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how high above sea level each summit is. It 
also gives bonus points for activating some 
summits during the winter. In this part of the 
world, winter is defined as being between 
December 1st and March 15th, but the three-
point bonus only applies to summits worth 
two or more points. So it was to take 
advantage of this that Colin G8TMV and I 
planned a weekend visit to Shropshire to 
activate a group of two-point summits near 
Ludlow. 
 
1) Titterstone Clee G/WB-004 
 
I was not awake anything like early enough 
on Friday morning to make an early start, so 
I took a little time and headed out shortly 
after 9am. The roads weren't terrible, but 
they could have been better. It took me 
almost exactly five hours to get to the car 
park at Titterstone Clee. I had planned to be 
there by about 12:30, not 14:15. I was just 
getting ready to start walking up to the 
summit when Colin G8TMV arrived. He'd 
managed to leave Cambridge much earlier 
than I left Orpington, and he had already 
visited (and successfully activated) Brown 
Clee (SOTA G/WB-002). 
  

 
 
Domes on Titterstone Clee (SOTA G/WB-004) 

 
I set off uphill ahead of him, got to the 
summit, and started setting up an antenna 
for HF. When he arrived he decided to see 
whether 2 metres FM had anything to offer. 
He strung up his Slim-Jim and was 
pleasantly surprised to find plenty of folk 
using the band and willing to make contacts. 

I picked 60 metres, and made 19 contacts. 
By about 4pm we'd both had enough of radio 
for the afternoon, so we packed up and 
headed down, but not before finding a 
geocache on the summit. 
 
Our hotel was at Woofferton, about twenty 
minutes away. As we were driving in I 
noticed a lot of antenna towers off to one 
side of the road, and some of them were 
visible from my hotel room. It seems there's 
a large transmitter site at Woofferton ( 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woofferton_tran
smitting_station ). 
 

 
 
How's that for an antenna farm? 
 

We had a relaxed evening, with dinner in the 
nearby pub, and retired relatively early. 
 
2) Corndon Hill GW/MW-013 
 
After a leisurely large breakfast on Saturday 
morning we headed out in different 
directions. I headed for Corndon Hill just over 
the border in Wales, and Colin headed for 
Long Mynd (SOTA G/WB-005). It took me a 
little longer than I'd expected to get to the 
summit, partly because the last part of the 
path was quite steep, and partly because I 
had to go back to my car to collect my phone 
(which comes in handy for checking spots, 
and is best not left in plain view on the car's 
dashboard, anyway). Luckily I'd only gone a 
few hundred yards on a relatively level path 
when I realised that I'd left it behind. 
 
I got to the top, set up my antenna, tuned to 
the obvious frequency on 60 metres, and 
found Colin already active there, so my first 
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contact was a summit-to-summit one. I spent 
about an hour on the summit in all, and only 
worked on 60 metres, but got 14 calls into 
my log, and then decided to head on to the 
next summit. 
 

 
  
Corndon Hill didn't look that steep from the 
road... 
 

The descent was rather less effort than the 
climb, but I was a bit behind my projected 
schedule, and I'd had a large breakfast, so I 
decided to skip lunch and head straight to my 
next summit. 
 
3) Stiperstones G/WB-003 
 
The path up Stiperstones was quite rough in 
places, but much less steep than the one up 
Corndon Hill. I set up my HF antenna, tuned 
to the obvious frequency on 60 metres, and 
again found another SOTA operator using it, 
so my first contact was another summit-to-
summit one, but this time with Martyn 
M1MAJ on Pendle Hill (SOTA G/SP-005). He 
was just about through with his activation, so 
after a few last calls he handed the 
frequency to me, and I ended up with 21 
calls in my log. 
 

 
 
Stiperstones has a very stony path 
 

Colin arrived, having had lunch in a 
convenient pub, just as I was thinking of 
packing up. He opted for another 2 metres 
FM activation and was getting plenty of 
contacts by the time I had packed up and 
was I heading off down the path. I called him 
once I reached the car park. He told me he'd 
decided to make Stiperstones his last summit 
for the day. I, however, wanted to try to 
activate one more, so I set off for the summit 
Colin had visited in the morning. 
 
4) Long Mynd G/WB-003 
 
My SatNav tried to take me up an un-made 
bridleway, so I turned instead to my GPSr 
and followed its lead to the appropriate car 
park. It was able to take me on reasonable 
roads. They were pretty narrow and steep in 
places, but they were properly metalled. As I 
was walking up the path to Long Mynd I met 
someone wearing a hat identical to mine, 
and also carrying a fishing pole. He 
introduced himself as Allan GW4VPX, and 
we had a brief conversation, mostly about 
SOTA activating. He was heading down 
having completed an activation, and having 
timed the weather a bit better than I had. 
When I got to the summit I called on 2 
metres FM, and caught first Colin and then 
Allan, but I couldn't raise any other contacts, 
not having the benefit of an elevated antenna 
like Colin's Slim-Jim.  

 
Where's the view from Long Mynd gone? 
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The weather was turning a little damp by this 
stage, but I only had two contacts on 2 
metres FM, and as you need at least four 
contacts to score the summit's points there 
was nothing for it; I pulled out my bothy bag 
to keep things dry, and set up the antenna 
for HF. 60 metres was working well, and I 
soon had another 17 calls in my log. By the 
time I was through the callers on 60 metres it 
was time to pack up. The clouds had come 
down, so it wasn't exactly raining any more, 
but it was thoroughly damp, and visibility was 
poor. The path from the summit to the car 
park is, however, a very clear one. My car 
was the only one remaining in the car park. 
 
My drive back to the hotel took me past 
some wonderful views (even with the cloud) 
and a steam train belching smoke went 
under the bridge at Church Stretton just as I 
approached. It was an excellent day's radio, 
and I made up for skipping lunch by having a 
large dinner at the pub near the hotel. 
 
5) Brown Clee G/WB-002 
 
We had another leisurely breakfast on 
Sunday morning, and then I headed for 
Brown Clee. I again had to ignore the SatNav 
in favour of the GPSr, but was less surprised 
at having to do so this time. The walk up 
Brown Clee had its interesting points, mostly 
because of the mud, but I managed to get to 
the top without getting too badly splattered. I 
couldn't get any sensible contact on 2 metres 
FM, possibly because of the pager 
transmitter on the summit, so I set up the 
antenna for HF again. 
 
60 metres was a bit of a struggle. I had to 
change frequency twice, and only managed 
8 contacts, though one was a summit-to-
summit contact with Allan GW4VPX on The 
Begwns (SOTA GW/MW-025). I picked 30 
metres and gave the Morse paddle some 
exercise. It didn't go too badly, and I got 
contacts in Austria, Finland, France, 
Germany, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Spain and Switzerland. The person at the 
other end of my final contact was rather 
verbose, and even though he wasn't sending 

all that fast I got a bit left behind, so I took 
that as a hint that it was time to get moving, 
packed up, and headed home just in time to 
get to the car before it started raining.  
 

 
 
The Sun shone on Brown Clee for a while, but 
there's quite a bit of RF coming from those 
towers 
 

It was a good weekend, with 5 summits, 94 
QSOs (79 SSB 5MHz, 12 CW 10MHz, 3 FM 
145MHz), and 14 countries worked. My 
SOTA activator score is a bit higher than it 
was, and my Morse might also be a little 
better. There's plenty of scope for other 
similar outings in the future, too. 
 
Rick M0LEP 
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Future SRCC Meetings 

 

3rd April AGM 

24th April Fix-it, Move-it-On, Informal Chat 

8th May 
The Architecture & Functionality of 
Low Cost Digital Storage 
Oscilloscopes 

22nd May Fix-it, Move-it-On, Informal Chat 

 

 

Other Local Club Meetings 

 

 
 18th 
April 

Bromley & District ARS 

 

Frequency Counter Construction 
by Damien 2E0EUI 

 

Normal Meetings third Tuesdays 
7.30 for 8.00pm @ Victory Social 
Club, Kechill Gardens, Hayes, 
Bromley, Kent. 

 

Contact: Andy Brooker G4WGZ 
01689 878089 

 

10th 
April  

Coulsdon ATS 
 
To be announced 
 
Meetings held at 8pm on 2nd   
 Monday each month at  
 St. Swithun’s Church Hall,  
 Grovelands Rd, Purley. 
 
Andy Briers G0KZT via 
secretary@ catsradio.org 

 
 
 
7th April 

Crystal Palace R&EC 

 

Club Project - Frequency Counter 
Design Considerations and use of 
KiCad    by Alan O’Donovan 
G8NKM 

 

All Saints Church, Beulah Hill 
(Normally meet monthly on first 
Friday). Contact: Bob G3OOU 
01737 552170 
(http://www.g3oou.co.uk) 

 

 
 
  
 
6th April 
 
 
20th 
April 
 

Cray Valley RS 

 

From Top Band to 198kHz by Jim 
G4AEH 

 

 

Annual General Meeting 

 

 
 
20th April  

Sutton & Cheam RS 
 
Home Construction and Finishing 
by Bob Burns G3OOU 

 

Meeting at Vice Presidents 
Lounge, Sutton United Football 
Club, Gander Green Lane, Sutton.   

 

Normally 3rd Thursday 7.30 for 
8pm. 

 

Sec: John G0BWV 020-8644 9945  
 

Contributions for next Newsletter 

Should be sent preferably by email to 
secretary@g3src.org.uk 

The deadline for submission is normally mid-
day, eight days prior to the first meeting. 

 
Signing Off:  

That’s all for this month. See you at the AGM 
on the 3rd April. 

73 “The Committee” 
 
 

mailto:secretary@%3Cno%20spam%3Eg3src.org.uk

