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MONTHLY MEETINGS NORMALLY ON 1ST AND 3RD MONDAYS 7.30 FOR 7.45pm
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*******************************************************************************************

1st MEETING Monday 14 May: Offshore Pirate Radio Stations
with Mick Senior G4EFO
2nd MEETING Monday 21 May: Fix-it, Move-it-on and Social Chat
with John G8MNY
Note dates this month are not normal 1 st & 3rd Mondays
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Dear Members & Friends
Hello and welcome to the 909th edition, the May 2018 Issue, of the SRCC Newsletter - still
edited by John G8IYS, who was re-elected unopposed as Hon Sec at the AGM and appointed
Editor at the first meeting of the 2018/9 Committee held subsequently. A similar fate befell all
members of the 2017/18 Committee, who were all re-elected unopposed at the AGM, More on
this later. .

Hon Sec/Editorial Spot
This is the first Newsletter for the Club year 2018/19. In response to a couple of requests from
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members, I have moved to a single column format – on an experimental basis. It has also been
suggested that landscape might be a preferred layout, rather than the traditional portrait - but
one step at a time, methinks.
In the IYS shack department, not a lot has happened except that I have joined the Radio
Amateurs Old Timers Association (RAOTA) and participated in nets on 80 and 60 metres.
Through the kindness of Roger G8HDP, I am now the proud owner of a windsurfing mast. This
is 4.6 metres long, tapers uniformly from about 70mm to 30mm and is of helically layered
fibreglass construction. I think that it will be robust enough to support a long yagi for 2m using T
and K brackets (well spaced) on my gable end. Prudence requires that the rotator will be
located at the bottom end. I am unsure yet whether the mast will be push-up or luffed.
On another topic: I continue to be surprised that I still have a keen interest in amateur radio,
having first discovering it in 1950 when I was 8 years old – by dint of my parents' radiogram,
which tuned on the SW band (with not a lot of bandspread) to 20 and 40 metres. They were not
wholly impressed by my addition of a slow motion drive, which was “Seccotined” (glued) to its
Bakelite, mock-mahogany, front panel! The licence came much later, in 1974, but that was still
44 years ago! On with the real news:

NEXT MEETINGS
First Meeting Monday 14 May.
Offshore Pirate Radio with Mick Senior G4EFO.
Although posted for some time as an address by Mick wearing his RSGB Regional Manager
hat, Mick subsequently advised us that he had retired from this role in order to stand for election
to the RSGB Board. He was pleased to offer an alternative topic – hence the above noted
change.

Second Meeting Monday 21 May. Fix-it, Move-it-on, Social.
PREVIOUS MEETINGS
First Meeting Monday 9 April SRCC AGM.
Formal minutes will be issued in due course, so what follows is just a quick trip over the main
topics and consequential issues discussed at the first 2018/19 Committee meeting which was
held on 18 April.
In excess of 20 members attended. John G8IYS was elected Hon Sec. Elected as Committee
Members were: John G3MCX, Quin G3WRR, Peter G3ZPB (then elected Chairman), Maurice
G4DDY, Ray GFFY (then elected Treasurer), Kim G6JXA and Rick M0LEP (then elected ViceChairman). Specialist roles were allocated as follows: Membership Secretary and Data
Protection Officer: G4FFY: Newsletter Editor: G8IYS, Liaison with Trinity, Resources, Equipment
Loans and Fund-raising: G4DDY, Contest Coordinator: G3WRR, Publicity: G3MCX, WebMaster:
G4FYF (Co-opted).
Peter G3ZPB (retiring Chairman) presented a summary of SRCC activities and Ray G4FFY
(retiring Treasurer & Membership Secretary) presented his Financial Report. The latter included
an analysis of 2017/18 in terms of Income from Subscriptions, Donations and Commission
Sales, Expenditure (mainly room hire) and Membership levels plus a comparison with 2016/7
and a forecast for 2018/19. Whilst membership is growing, so is expenditure. But there has
been a significant drop in income from donations and bequests – leading to a deficit budget
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operating for the year closing and prompting a similar forecast. Nevertheless, taking into
account a healthy bank balance and the prospect of income from sales of gifted equipment
during the forthcoming year, he recommended no increase in subscription level. The principle of
running an SRCC QSO Annual League Table was floated and several members expressed
interest in participating. - see later article. Other Business produced requests for talks on 1)
Digital Systems. It was unclear whether this referred to Digital Voice eg Fusion, D-Star or Data
(Machine Generated Modes), so clarification from members is sought. 2) VHF/UHF – a steer
here would be useful, 3) Interference - suffering or causing?. There was some debate about
pitching the cost of the Annual Dinner somewhat higher. in order to secure a superior menu.
Maybe there is scope for having two Club Dinners each year. Further comments invited.

The gathered membership

Peter G3ZPB (RHS) entertaining, John G8IYS (LHS) scribing
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Awards were presented as follows: Construction: SRCC Coronation Cup to Roger Jenkins
G8HDP; Services to SRCC: Johnny Haydon Rose Bowl to John Kennedy G3MCX (This will be
the only award for club services from 2018), CW: Sutton Trophy to Rick M0LEP. Also for
Construction, the Basil Wardman Tankard was awarded to Gareth Evans G4XAT. Unfortunately,
Gareth was unable to attend the AGM, so a presentation will be made at an early opportunity in
future. The SRCC Club Cup was awarded to John Stockley G8MNY for 12 th year. Unfortunately
the cup did not make the journey from John's House to the AGM, so he could not be presented
with it again. An early opportunity will be taken to correct this.

Roger G8HDP receiving the SRCC Coronation Cup for Construction

John G3MCX receiving the Johnny Haydon Rose Bowl for services to SRCC
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Rick M0LEP receiving the Sutton Trophy for CW

Second Meeting Monday 23 April. Fix-it, Move-it-on, Social.
No report, but the Committee observes that this is a popular activity and maybe we should
promote more vigorously this facet of club activity as a means of recruitment - eg photos in the
Clubs section of RadCom.might be a start.

CHAIRMAN'S RAMBLINGS
Here we are at the start of another SRCC year and my first task is thank you all for voting me in
as Chairman for another year. As I said at the AGM, the Club seems to be in a very healthy
state at present and the Committee has several ideas for new events this year.
So what of events at G3ZPB since last time? Several contest results to report on:
In the “March 144/432MHz” contest, I achieved my personal best ever result with 7 th of 44
entrants in the “6 Hour Single Operator Fixed 432MHz” section which sounds good and
encouraging until I realised my normalised score was only 168!! But then the leading station
was running something like 10 times the e.r.p. I was running. And I had no errors in my log
keeping.
In the “March UKAC (70cms SSB)” I came 37th of 116 in the Restricted section with a
normalised score of 690. As predicted from the “Claimed Scores”, my best result ever in this
contest and still no errors in my log keeping.
Because we are meeting so late this month, I can also report on the “April UKAC (70cms SSB)”
- I came 58th of 108 in the Restricted section with a normalised score of 467; back to around my
normal position partly because I recorded an incorrect Serial Number in the log and thus lost
points.
Overall, after 4 months, SRCC is now in 21st place in the “Local Club” table on 70cms – plenty
of scope for improvement if more members would take part! Maybe the new “League Table”
which officially started on the first of May will give more incentive to operate???
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I had some unwelcome visitors to the shack during April – some odd “scratching” noises in the
evening were the first sign of intruders. Time to get the mouse-traps out! During the third night,
I caught him. The next morning a trip down to the end of the garden and let him/her (??) out
and let him/her go and play in someone else’s garden. A few evenings later, more scratching;
mouse traps out again and “bingo” got him first time – a baby compared with the first one.
All was then quiet for a week or so – result!
Then during the third week, much louder noises plus various items moved around/disturbed.
Time to get the “professionals” in to catch the rats. Bingo first night – caught the thing. Only it
wasn’t a rat, it was a squirrel!!!! Another few nights of silence followed by more noises and
items disturbed. The following morning, there was his friend, neatly trapped.
I am pleased to report that we appear to now be clear of these extra “visitors” but time will tell.
Well, that’s all for this month; I hope to be able to report on some enhancements to the G3ZPB
shack next month following the recent visit to Martin Lynch.
73, Peter G3ZPB.

CONGRATULATIONS
G4JED. The new Regional Manager for RSGB Region 10, succeeding Mick Senior G4EFO, is
Keith Bird G4JED. Keith has visited SRCC on a couple of occasions while serving a Deputy
RM10 and will also be familiar to members through stints on RSGB stands at events and on the
air from his QTH near Maidstone. His patch covers Brighton & Hove, Hampshire, Isle of Wight,
Kent, East Sussex, London (South of the Thames), Portsmouth, Southampton, Surrey, West
Sussex, Wiltshire. Contact Keith on rm10@rsgb.org.uk
G4WGE. SRCC member Alun Cross G4WGE has been appointed RSGB Deputy Regional
Manager 108 (one of the sub-sets of Region 10).His patch covers the central part of South
London and Surrey - and that is where our Club sits. I must apologise to Alun for my failure to
announce his appointment, desptite him informing me some months ago. Poor excuse, but
panic arising from successive Newsletter deadlines drove the info from my (weakening daily)
mind. Contact Alun on drm108@rsgb.org.uk
G3MCX. SRCC Committee member, former Hon Sec , and long-time stalwart John Kennedy
G3MCX, has recently celebrated 60 years of continuous membership of RSGB.

SRCC LEAGUE TABLE
The SRCC is introducing a league table. Its key characteristics are as follows:
 entry in the league table is restricted to members of SRCC and is entirely voluntary
 points will be earned on a monthly basis based on contacts with different DXCC entities
(“countries”) on HF, and Maidenhead Locator “big squares” (eg. IO91) on VHF
 it will normally be run over a 12-month period corresponding to the calendar year.
However in its initial year it will run from 1st May to 31st December 2018
 a tabulation of monthly and cumulative scores will be published monthly in the SRCC
Newsletter and on the SRCC website
 the SRCC Club Cup will be awarded annually to the SRCC member with the highest total
number of points for that year
 it is intended to be “low maintenance” both from the point of view of those submitting
entries and those administering it. For this reason:
 in the first year at least, each DXCC entity or Maidenhead square will count only once
per month irrespective of band or mode. However greater granularity (eg. points for the
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same DXCC entity per band, mode or power level) may be introduced in future if there is
user interest in it
entries will be on a trust basis and entrants will not normally be expected to submit logs
to provide proof of qualifying contacts (although the SRCC Committee reserves the right
to request visibility of logs).

Points will be earned on the following basis:
 2 points for each separate DXCC entity (“country”) worked on HF during the calendar
month
 2 points for each separate Maidenhead Locator “big square” (eg. IO91) worked on VHF
(irrespective of band mode or power level) during the calendar month
 an additional 1 bonus point may be claimed when qualifying contacts take place during
contests
 contacts between SRCC members will earn double points. Thus a contact with a fellow
SRCC member in a 144MHz RSGB UK Activity Contest would earn (2 +1) x 2 = 6 points.
Entries for a given month, listing each DXCC entity (HF) or Maidenhead square (VHF) claimed
and associated points, should be sent (preferably by e-mail) to the SRCC Contest Co-ordinator
(Quin Collier G3WRR, q.g.collier@btinternet.com ) by the 15th of the following month and
results will be published in the subsequent Newsletter. Thus entries for (say) May would be
submitted by 15th June and the results published in the Newsletter issued at the beginning of
July. The monthly tabulations will show callsigns of entrants, number of DXCC entity / locator
square awarded, monthly points and cumulative points. Details of any particularly interesting
contacts may be provided in an accompanying commentary.
Examples of anticipated formats for entries and publication are shown below. However
adherence to the entry format is not mandatory provided the information shown is present. If
there is demand for it, a web based entry system may be implemented in due course.
Entry format

Publication format
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A few points of clarification:
 for the purpose of the league table, “HF” means any amateur band below 30MHz, and
“VHF” any amateur band above 30MHz
 “contests” means any contest listed in the Sport Radio column in Radcom for the month
in question
 the same DXCC entity (HF) or Maidenhead “big square” (VHF) may be claimed each
month for points, but in a given month can only be claimed once even if worked on
multiple bands/modes
 contacts made via terrestrial relay based systems (eg. repeaters or echolink) or during
multi-operator events will not count for points
 the list of DXCC entities and prefixes to be used for HF contacts is published by ARRL
and at the time of writing the latest version is at the following URL:
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/DXCC/2018%20DXCC%20Current.pdf
 where an entrant operates from more than one location during a given month, the same
DXCC entity or Maidenhead square may be claimed only once, for the base callsign of
the entrant. Thus G9ABC could only claim a contact with 5X1 once, against the call
G9ABC, even if he had worked it from G9ABC, GW9ABC and VE3/G9ABC.
Any queries should be raised with Quin G3WRR at q.g.collier@btinternet.com

A Project under Development – Steve, G4FYF
This “simple” project has, well, escalated! Original concept - my FT2000 is equipped with a host
of functions and facilities, but, it doesn’t display the time. I know small digital clock units are
cheap and readily available but I had an Arduino Nano doing nothing so thought I would have a
go at programming that as a clock. Did that, but of course, remove the supply to the Arduino
and lose the set time, so necessary to manually re-set with each power-up. Solution – use a
Real Time Clock (RTC) module. These have an on-board button cell battery that retains current
time during power-down periods and have greater long term precision than the Arduino internal
‘clock’ can provide. The RTC module was from my usual on-line supplier for about £2 including
battery and the current date is also displayed (this is the small board to the right in the
breadboard photos).
Now, remember I reported on my wireless system for remote switching of antennas, the relay
box being in the garden shed and driven from a car battery float charged by a solar panel on the
shed roof. That, I have to say, has since proved unreliable for reasons I won’t go into here. So
have decided to hard wire the relay box back to the shack using kindly donated network (CAT)
cable.
Methinks; why not use the Arduino with a push button to control antenna selection? I wrote the
code for that function, turning relays on and off via a transistor switch on relevant digital pins
and displaying selected antenna on the LCD. Currently this caters for selection of four antennae
plus an “all off” (all grounded) option.
Power to drive the Arduino unit will come from the battery in the shed. But, what happens if that
fails due to lack of sufficient sunlight? Cunningly, I programmed a pin to measure and display
the incoming voltage. When this falls below a pre-set level the display flashes “LOW
VOLTAGE”. At this point I can switch to a local supply to remain on the air.
That leaves a spare analogue pin doing nothing. Hmm! For standard QSOs it’s normal to
exchange local weather conditions (wx) including current temperature. So I’ve added a simple
bead thermistor circuit and code to display temperature.
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My previous projects involving Arduinos have pretty much involved my copying and pasting the
published code with little modification. For this project I was determined to write and develop the
code myself. So, after much looking at relevant on-line tutorials I learnt much about the way
Arduino handles, for example, integers, floats, if…else, do…while, switch…case control, LCD
control, etc.
I coded for all the operational elements, piecemeal style, and got my breadboarded lash-up to
what was intended. However, the complete code was somewhat ‘clunky’. I had loops within
loops, delays within delays, resulting in sluggish response to button/switch action and
slow/blinking LCD updating. I reviewed a printed copy of my coding, identified where elements
can be rationalised and/or consolidated, edited accordingly and uploaded. A couple of more
goes at this and finally the functionality was much, much slicker. Mind you, although simple in
concept, all this did involve much angst and frustration, not being terribly familiar with this
programming language; sleeping on the problems helped in many cases!
I’m happy with that, now to turn the rat’s nest of a breadboard into a PCB for use in anger.
Watch this space……!!
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73 Steve, G4FYF

SRCC VISIT TO MARTIN LYNCH AND SONS – 30/4/18
As advertised in the Newsletter and on the website, a visit took place by seven SRCC members
to the premises of Martin Lynch and Sons (ML&S) in Staines on 30 th April. Those attending were
Peter G3ZPB, Quin G3WRR, Ray G4FFY, Peter G7PWV, Carl White and John Smith. We were
made very welcome by all the ML&S staff, and particularly Richard G1GRD (Sales Manager)
who looked after us during our time there. After welcoming us with tea and coffee (most
welcome after a drive over in the dreadful weather we suffered on the day) he and the other
staff knowledgeably answered any questions we had about items of equipment on display. We
were then given a tour round the site, including the sales, storage and workshop areas – most
interesting to see the “other side” of a retail outlet! Of particular interest was the upstairs room
used for the Ham Radio Training Academy which is, amongst other things, often used for
Foundation and Intermediate Licence courses run on Saturdays by ML&S.
Following particular interest shown by the SRCC crew on the new digital modes, we were given
a short presentation on the subject by Jonathan M0JSX. This provided a most useful
introduction and gave us enough of a start to be able to formulate the next layer of questions! A
summary of this presentation will be provided in next month's Newsletter. We left at around
2.30pm, several of us laden with purchases made, with grateful thanks for a fascinating day.
Quin G3WRR
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New Spectrum Allocation in Republic of Ireland
Pat McGuinness G4FDN, who also holds an EI licence, e-mailed me with the following info. It is
absolutely genuine and new Guidlines for EI Licensees was published about two weeks ago.
NOTE: This is in EI, not anywhere in the UK. In case anyone is inclined to question “Why not
us?”, then I should point out that the UK has enjoyed a 4m band with a higher power limit for
quite some time and a 146 - 148 MHz band for the development of new transmission
techniques. Nevertheless, there is some scope for hope if not expectation. For those unfamiliar
with the terms: ComReg is the RoI Regulator and IRTS is the Irish Radio Transmitters' Society.
Hi John. This news is actually about a week old. The new licence guidelines document has
already been published for licensees and includes the new 9, 8, 7 and 5 metre bands. The
official IRTS news announcement said
“Additional Frequencies
In December 2015 ComReg published a Draft Radio spectrum Management Strategy
2016-2018. The Society responded with a comprehensive submission to this draft and a
summary of this was published in the March 2016 edition of Echo Ireland.
In June 2016 ComReg published its final Radio Spectrum Management Strategy 20162018 and indicated its intention to grant some additional spectrum to the amateur
service. This has now been done and is in line with some of the requests made in the
Society’s submission.
The 70 MHz band has been extended to 69.9 MHz to 70.5 MHz. This is an increase of
275kHz over the existing band of 70.125 to 70.450 MHz and is the full band that may be
allocated to the amateur service under the European Common Allocations table.
Further spectrum covering all modes including digimodes has been granted on a
secondary basis at 30 to 49 MHz and 54 to 69.9 MHz. The latter band also includes
digital television in addition to all other modes. These new frequency bands are listed
among the bands available generally to radio amateurs in Annex 1 of a recently revised
version of the Amateur Station Licence Guidelines document ComReg 09/45 R4 which is
available on the ComReg website.
The new bands in the 40 MHz and 60 MHz regions will, among other things, facilitate
modern type beacons in the region of these frequencies as well as moving the existing
70MHz beacon on 70.130 MHz to the section of the band designated for beacons.
IRTS will be producing a local band plans for these two bands in consultation with
countries that have allocations at these frequencies and IARU.
The Society would like to express its appreciation to ComReg for the release of this
extensive spectrum to the amateur service on a secondary basis.”
73, Pat
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Future SRCC Meetings
14/05/18

Offshore Pirate Radio by Mick Senior G4EFO

21/05/18

Fix-it, Move-it-on and Informal Social

04/06/18

RSGB TX Factor Videos: 1) Ionosonde Data & HF Propagation - G3YLA
2) VHF/UHF DX – The game of dB - G3SEK

18/0618

Fix-it, Move-it-on and Informal Social

02/07/18

Annual Barbecue

16/07/18

Fix-it, Move-it-on and Informal Social

06/08/18

TBA, but hopefully something of historical/local interest

20/08/18

Fix-it, Move-it-on and Informal Social

03/09/18

Echo Satellites by George Emsden M0TPH

17/09/18

Fix-it, Move-it-on and Informal Social

01/10/18

Autumn Surplus Equipment Sale and Special Catalogue Sale

15/10/18

Fix-it, Move-it-on and Informal Social

Other Local Club Meetings.
Bromley & District ARS
15 May

FT8 with Alan G0TLK
Normal Meetings are held on third Tuesdays 7.30 for 8.00pm @ Victory
Social Club, Kechill Gardens, Hayes, Bromley, Kent.
Contact Andy G4WGZ on 01689 878089 or enquiries(at)bdars.co.uk.
Web: www.bdars.co.uk
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Coulsdon ATS
14 May

DF Receiver Construction Evening with Terry G4CDY.
Meetings are held at 8pm on 2nd
Monday each month at
St. Swithun’s Church Hall,
Grovelands Rd, Purley.
Contact Terry Giles G4CDY via secretary@ catsradio.org
Sutton & Cheam RS

17 May

AGM & Construction Contest.
Meets 8pm on 3rd Thursday every month. Contact John Puttock G0BWV
on 020 8644 9945 or email info(at)scrs.org.uk Web: http://scrs.org.uk/.
They also run a practical group most Monday evenings at the Banstead
Scout Hut.
Horsham Amateur Radio Club

17 May

Social at The Fountain, Ashurst.
Normally meets on the first Thursday of each month at the Guide Hall,
20 Denne Road, Horsham, West Sussex, RH12 1JF. NRQ TQ172304 at
20.00hrs local time. Contact Alister Watt G3ZBU at
g3zbu(at)hotmail.com or http://www.harc.org.uk/
Dorking & District Radio Society

22 May

Meteor Scatter with Nick M5DND.
Meetings at 7.45pm. Contact: David Browning (M6DJB) at
djb.abraxas(at)btinternet.com. Web site: http://www.ddrs.org.uk
Crystal Palace R&EC

1 Jun

Introduction to Electronics – Power Supplies with Bob G3OOU.
All Saints Church, Beulah Hill (Normally meets monthly on first Friday).
Contact: Bob G3OOU 01737 552170 (http://www.g3oou.co.uk)
Wimbledon & District Amateur Radio Society

No info

Meets at Martin Way Methodist Church Hall, Martin Way Merton Park, London,
SW19 9JZ at 19:30hrs for 20:00hrs. Contact: Andrew G4ADM on 020 8335
3434 or andrew.maish(at)ntlworld.com

Sign Off
That is the first one done for the 18/19 season.. I am always delighted to receive copy. It would
be helpful if it were jn dot odt or dot doc format, not pdf and with separate photos//diagrams.
Next copy date, for the June Newsletter, is 27 May. 73. John G8IYS. Editor and Hon Sec
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