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FIRST MEETING Monday 3 September:
Echo Satellites by George Emsden M0TPH
SECOND MEETING Monday 17 September:
Fix-it, Move-it-on, Skills and Advice Night, Social Chat over tea/coffee
with John G8MNY
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Dear Members & Friends
Hello and welcome to the 913th edition, the September 2018 Issue, of the SRCC Newsletter edited by John G8IYS Hon Sec. Please note the changes to the banner above. We have
introduced a more business-focused set of emal addresses. secretary@g3src.org.uk will direct
your message/query principally to the Hon Sec but also to all Committee members. This will
ensure, hopefully, that it is dealt with by the Hon Sec or topic specialist or time-to-time cover.
membership@g3src.org.uk will direct your message to the Treasurer/Membership Secretary
ONLY. newsletter@g3src,org.uk will direct your message to the Newsletter Editor ONLY.
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Hon Sec/Editorial Spot
Thank you again to all who have returned their membership renewal forms and made the
necessary funds transfer. As I write this, there are only three people outstanding..
Not a lot to report on radio happenings at the IYS QTH, having just returned from our famly
summer holiday in Cayeux sur Mer, Baie de Somme, France. Since it was a family event, I
didn't take a rig with me. However, while we were away, all the outstanding electrical works
were completed, except certification, and just a little decorating work remains to be done. After 4
years plus of chaos with 2 builders and three electricians, I can now say with confidence that
final sign-off by the Building Inspector is in prospect. I can then address my list of radio projects
with some prospect of seeing them realised. It includes a 160W Linear Amplifier for 4m, a 300W
Linear amplifier for 2m, a Vector Noise Reduction box for HF, a similarly functioning device for
6m, but with considerably differing circuitry, an HB9CV antenna for 6m and pole attached to
garden shed to provide the directional noise sensor for 6m, a pole, rotator and long yagi for 2m
on the house gable-end plus all the unfinished Club Construction Projects amassed over the
last 10 years. Mmm,.
NEXT MEETINGS
First Meeting: Monday 3 September: Echo Satellites by George Emsden M0TPH
George has provided the following summary: Project Echo was the first successful
communication satellite where two were launched in 1960 and 1964. Now superseded by
active communication satellites, it led the way for current global communications but its roots
go back to the nineteenth century and its original purpose was not as a communication
satellite.
Second Meeting: Monday 17 September: Fix-it, Move-it-on, Skills and Advice Night,
Social Chat over tea/coffee with John G8MNY
PREVIOUS MEETINGS
First Meeting Monday 6 August Short Talks
The meeting consisted of two short talks - an intended third talk had to be cancelled due to
medical issues on the part of the presenter.
The first talk was given by Ray G4FFY and described a European steam railway tour,
organised by the Steam Dreams Rail Company, which he and his wife Caroline had undertaken.
This was titled the “Harz Mountains Explorer” and ran from 17 th to 25th April. The tour was
largely in Germany: the less buoyant economy of East Germany - more correctly referred to as
the German Democratic Republic (GDR) – compared with that of the Federal Republic (FDR –
a.k.a. West Germany) meant that modernisation of the GDR rail network was slower. This
resulted in more operational steam locomotives and associated infrastructure (water points,
etc.) remaining in a viable condition in the eastern part of the reunified Germany, and it was
there that the most of the tour took place. Much of the talk consisted of interesting (and
enjoyable – not always the same thing…) pictures and video clips which obviously cannot be
included here, but a potted summary of the tour follows.
Day 1: 16th April – London St. Pancras to Cologne (Köln to the locals) via Calais, Lille, Brussels
& Aachen, using the Channel Tunnel and modern rolling stock. Overnight in Cologne.
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Day 2: 17th April – Cologne tour in the morning followed by travel to Berlin via Dortmund,
Bielefeld, Hanover & Braunschweig. Journey time 7 hours 24 minutes, hauled by vintage
electric locomotive. Overnight in Berlin.
Day 3: 18th April – Berlin tour in the morning followed by travel to Dresden. Owing to
environmental rules, the train was hauled by modern electric stock from the centre of Berlin to
the outskirts and thence to Dresden by steam locomotive! Journey time 3 hours 15 minutes.
Overnight in Dresden.
Day 4: 19th April – Trips on two narrow gauge steam railways, the Freital railway to the north of
the city and the Radebeul railway to the south. The Freital railway uses a gauge of 800mm.
Incidentally, it is interesting to note that European main line railways use the same Standard
Gauge as the UK (4ft 8½ inches, or 1435mm in foreign). Time also permitted a tour of Dresden,
which is often referred to as the Jewel Box because of its picturesque (baroque and rococo)
centre – despite a visit from the RAF in early 1945. Overnight in Dresden.
Day 5: 20th April – Steam hauled excursion to Prague, with change of locomotive at Dĕčín on
the Czech border. Journey time of around 3 hours 40 minutes in each direction. Overnight in
Dresden.
Day 6: 21st April – Dresden to Wernigerode in the Harz mountains (which are believed to be the
point of origin of many German fairy tales) via Leipzig. Steam hauled, with a journey time of 9
hours 45 minutes. The Harz mountains have a 140 km network of railways, all of which were
travelled during the tour. Overnight in Wernigerode.
Day 7: 22nd April – Excursion to Nordhausen to the south of the mountains. On the way back a
trip was taken on the narrow gauge (1000mm) Brocken Railway, which rises 682m to the
summit of the Brocken at a height of 1125m. While at the summit, Ray and Caroline attended a
performance of Faust – in German! Overnight in Wernigerode.
Day 8: 23rd April – Excursion to Quedlinburg, taking in Hasselfelde and Harzgerode in a
complex series of journeys to take in all the lines. The day included a couple of “run passes” in
which the travellers get off the train and watch while it is driven past them at full throttle: these
seem to be enjoyed by steam enthusiasts…. Overnight in Wernigerode.
Day 9: 24th April – Leaving the Harz mountains, the steam hauled train returned to Cologne via
Kassel. Overnight in Cologne.
Day 10: 25th April – Return to the UK via modern railway!
The second talk was given by Quin G3WRR, providing a background to the reasons for
introducing the SRCC League Table, what it looks like and the current state of progress. He said
he and the Committee were keen to have input from the membership as the League Table was
there to satisfy their needs.
He explained that the SRCC membership was, in general, not now interested in the competitive
side of the hobby – a significant difference from times past. Accordingly the League Table had
been introduced to provide a “taster” which offers a gentle path of entry into the competitive side
of the hobby without requiring a lot of effort to enter. It provides a framework in which entrants
are able to compare their achievement – either against themselves over a period of time or
against other members.
Points are earned for making contacts with different countries on HF and Maidenhead “big
squares” on VHF/UHF: double points are available for contacts with other SRCC members and
a bonus of 50% for contacts made in contests. The same countries / big squares may be
claimed each month. Claims are submitted monthly on a trust basis to G3WRR and results
(monthly and on a yearly cumulative basis) are published in the Newsletter and on the website.
It has so far operated for two months, with seven entrants on each occasion – this is seen as a
promising start.
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A point raised by more than one member was that the scheme did not allow non licensed
members to participate. Quin agreed that this was a limitation which had been
recognised at the time the initial scheme had been put in place but had been accepted in
order that the scheme as originally implemented was not too complicated. He assured
members that if the scheme took off, a means of allowing non licensed members to
participate would be considered for the 2019 calendar year, along with other changes
identified as things progressed.
73, Quin G3WRR
Second Meeting 20 August: Fix-it, Move-it-on, Skills and Advice Night, Social Chat over
tea/coffee with John G8MNY.
No report
.
CHAIRMAN'S RAMBLINGS
Another month and another summer seems to be almost over! Not so much radio activity to
report on from the G3ZPB QTH this month, but I’ve not been idle as I’ll relate later on.
The results have been published for the July UKAC and it was back to my “normal” mid-table
position – 57th of 99 entrants. What was, perhaps, more worrying was the fact I lost several
hundred points due to a logging error – I logged an incorrect callsign from a weak, DX signal
which cost me 3 positions in the table as scores are so close there. Conditions for the August
event were very different – an area of high pressure near the UK made for some excellent radio
conditions in Southern Britain and my claimed score of 13961 points was my best ever. Whilst
conditions were also good for some other stations, I am hoping to be well into the top-half of
stations this time. I am glad to say Quin ‘WRR also entered the contest, so the SRCC Club
position will also hopefully improve. We are now 20 th and still tantalisingly close to the Leicester
Club who are one position above us; we’ll see what the next results bring???
Much of my time this month has been spent on my other “thing” = computers. I have been
building a major new website for a local organisation which goes “live” next week. This has
seen several innovations for me including building a new “Child Theme” in WordPress allowing
some significant modifications to be made to the general appearance of the finished website. It
is also somewhat larger than most of the websites I have built with many more pages and
pictures that I normally do. Part of the spin-off from one website helps me improve other
websites so there have been some updates to the club site this month. In particular, there is a
new “Calendar” feature that shows the next couple of meetings on every page. But this new
Calendar has another feature – you can now export it into your own calendar either on your
desktop computer or phone. If you have an “iCal” compatible calendar, first open it in a
separate window. Then go to the Calendar main page on the g3src website (mouse-click on the
“View Calendar” icon on the right-hand side of the page) and mouse-click on the “Subscribe”
icon. This opens a selection of options; click on the most appropriate one for your calendar.
What happens next depends on your specific calendar but for most of them, a simple cut-andpaste will bring the link into your own calendar. If everything has worked correctly, all the dates
(plus new ones that are added) will automatically be inserted into your own calendar. No more
forgetting an SRCC meeting in future!!!
Bye for now; hope to see lots of you at George’s talk on “Echo Satellites” on the 3 rd.
73 and 88, Peter G3ZPB.
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SRCC LEAGUE TABLE – RESULTS FOR JULY 2018
The July session of the SRCC League Table attracted entries from nine members – all of those
who have submitted entries previously plus Ray G4FFY.
This month, a slightly different format for presentation has been introduced, which it is believed
will present the results more clearly. Two tables are used: the first focuses on the results for the
current month and the second presents previous monthly scores and the cumulative score. This
should allow entrants to keep a track of their activity month by month. Comments on this
approach, or other suggestions, would be appreciated! So here we go:
ENTRANT
G4LZE
G4WGE
G3WRR
G4FYF
G3EUE
G3ZPB
G4FFY
M0LEP
G8IYS
ENTRANT
G4LZE
G3WRR
G4WGE
G4FYF
G3EUE
G3ZPB
G8IYS
M0LEP
G4FFY

TOTAL
SCORING QSOs
109
55
35
41
29
9
10
7
8

6/18
238
42
78
53
36
84
14

7/18
218
105
165
86
83
27
16
20
26

SCORING
CONTEST
QSOs

SCORING
INTRA-SRCC
QSOs

218
165
105
86
83
27
26
20
16

55
35
2
25
9
2
3

8/18

9/18

10/18

11/18

POINTS THIS
MONTH

12/18

CUMULATIVE
566
315
295
234
155
126
100
48
26

Colin G4LZE again takes top place for the month and retains his top spot based on cumulative
score. Once again he has been busy with FT8 on both HF and VHF, with around two thirds of
his qualifying contacts on VHF. His HF tally was 45 DXCC entities, mostly on 20m with a
sprinkling on 40m & 30m plus a single contact on 17m. The list was predominantly European
with a few more distant contacts in North America, Asiatic Russia and South Africa. This reflects
the disappointing conditions on the HF bands at present – let’s hope that cycle 25 gets moving
soon! On 6m he again took advantage of the continuing sporadic E season (although a number
of his contacts appear to have been via tropo) for 64 big squares in 24 DXCC entities, mainly in
IM, JN, KN & KO squares. Steve G4FYF, supporting the evidence from Colin’s entry,
commented that conditions were “pretty dire” but felt that 10m had perked up a bit in the middle
of the month, and noted that CW would often get through when SSB failed to do so. Alun
G4WGE and Quin G3WRR both used the activity stirred up by contests to work the HF bands.
Again not too much DX appears, although Alun worked Reunion, Chile and Hawaii – nice one
that, particularly on phone! Quin noted that 10m provided a fair number of contacts – perhaps
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the band is open more often than we expect at this stage of the sunspot cycle and it takes
contest activity to encourage people to come on and take advantage of it.
That’s all for now – let’s wait and see what the August entries bring!
73, Quin G3WRR

VHF NFD 2018
The results are now in and the North East Surrey Contest Group came 4 th in the Restricted
section with 2272 normalised points overall. Individual station/band results are in the following
table. Congratulations to the G4ALE team for gaining the Runner-up Certificate on 6m and
submitting an error-free log on 4m.
Band

Callsign

Admitted
QSOs

Band
Position

Band Score Normalised
Score

Best DX

Operators
SRCC members in Red

6m

G4ALE/P 88

2 Runner
Up

25069

618

EA8CQS
at 909 km

G3VYI G4EFT G4SDM
M0JSB

4m

G4ALE/P 77

3

14412

380

GM4ZUK/P
at 651 km

G3VYI G4EFT

2m

G0SAC/P 249

6

57138

524

OL7C
at 906 kim

G4WGE G4WYJ G0OLX
G1KAG

70cm

G8IYS/P

3

19942

750

OK2A
at 906 km

G3WRR G3ZPB G4FFY
G4FYF G8MNY G8IYS

88

GX3WIM Wimbledon and District ARS Summer Camp 2018
I have two inputs: one from Steve 2E0DIZ plus photos and another from John G8MNY. So, I
have placed the text in series and put the pics at the end. Thanks to both for their contributions.

From Steve 2E0DIZ: I was lucky enough this year to be able to attend the Wimbledon
Summer Camp for the whole week. SRCC members also camping were John G8MNY, Kim
G6JXA, Andrew G4ADM. Other campers were Eric G0KRT and Damien 2E0EUI. Visitors
included Jim G4WYJ from SRCC, Dave and Graham from the Wimbledon Club. Several other
day visitors came during the week.
The WX was very nice and our antennas included a random wire for top band, a dipole at 40
feet for 80m and a trapped dipole for 40 m. For 20 ,15 and 10m, we had a TH33 3 element
beam on another mast with a 7 element 6m beam on top of that. At the very top of that was a
V2000 vertical for 6, 2,and 70cm. On another mast at 54 feet, we had a 9 element beam for 2m.
On our 4th mast we had a 4m vertical. Overall, we could work from the 160m band up to 70cm.
The equipment in the shack was an IC735 for all HF bands with a Transworld T500m transistor
linear amplifier putting out 400 watts. The equipment for 6m was an FT690 with a home built
linear amplifier putting out about 250 watts. For 4m the equipment was an ASCOM putting out
about 20 watts. The equipment was a TRIO TS700G with a linear amplifier putting out about
200 watts. We also had a Wouxun 950PL FM quad bander for 6m, 2m and 70cm.
Some of our QSOs included Australia and Japan - long path on 20 m, Saudi Arabia and Israel
on 10m. Bulgaria and Turkey on 6m.
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We all had a really great time. Many thanks to Andrew for organizing the camp and to John for
putting on the station. Without them, the camp would not be possible. I thoroughly enjoyed my
time and the camp and felt that I gained some invaluable knowledge. 73.Steve 2E0DIZ.

From John G8MNY: I got to the site at 08:00 Saturday after a week of assembling kit and
careful packing the tons of kit in my old van. The weather was bright, sunny and hot. Already
arrived was Andy G4ADM with his caravan. I found my parking spot by laying out the 80m
dipole and levelled up the van. I then set about unpacking and setting up the van awning and
aerials (tents pegs just about went in due to the overnight rain. Laid the two carpets, put in the
heavy120AH 12V battery for the PA and placed the operating table and cooking table stack in
place with its minimum shack footprint.
Once the 1st level of kit was wired up: 6m 4CX250B PA, FT690R Rig, BHI LS and pre-driver
PA, HF PSU, IC735 and small ATU, Auto caller, BHI LS, noise cancelling Nuller ANC-4, then the
shelf went in with a bendy Lamp, LS, ATU, and Rotator.
When Steve 2E0DIZ arrived I put up the bare 44ft mast with a 26ft gin pole, and erected it OK.
Then I lowered it onto an ‘A’ frame and added the up-rated Mosley TH33 HF Tribander, a 6el 6m
beam, a VHF Triband colinear, all with UR67/WF102 coax, not forgetting the 2 halyards for the
HF wires. The VHF aerials were RF tested on the ground with an MFJ analyser. The 3 aerials
and coax load were quite heavy to lift with the gin pole and a pulley, but it was quite stable.
Steve paid out the last few feet of the back guys to reduce the mast shock when it went vertical.
Once up, the HF ant RF tests were done. The mast was then lifted onto the rotator and direction
calibrated.
So, it was time to break for lunch and more liquid refreshment on this very hot day 33C.
Next came the 3 catapult jobs, which facilitated erection of an 80m dipole at 50ft for the ex-BT
net at 10:00AM on Sunday, a 40m dipole at 30ft, which was thrown up as height was lower for
its best match and a long wire (50m) at 50ft for the 160m SRCC net at 9:30AM on Sunday.
At 18:30, I started preparing a well deserved evening dinner and then some HF working and
VHF FM 3 band shack was set up with Steve's Wouxun rig in the centre of my van.
At the rear of the van was my QRP 2m packet system running into the van's passenger side 7/8
wavelength whip. The driving side 2m 7/8 wavelength whip was fed by a mobile 10W IC2E on
S20.
All the Sunday nets went well - with a really low noise floor.
On the Monday,, when the wind was low, we set up the 2m SSB aerial mast with a 9el Tonna at
54ft on my light weight "String Wonder" mast qnd its 12V rotator. The rig was my old TS700G
and 200W 12V TONO PA. - all in the middle of the van with the FM.
I used 3 petrol generators: a small 500W 4 stroke Honda, a 1kW 4 stoke and my old 2.3kW 4
stroke, for when I was running multiband. I brought 14 gallons of fuel in cans, but we used 16,
so I had to siphon some from my van's fuel tank. As planned, the small generators would each
run the T500M 400W transistor 12V HF ampliier (75A current) OK, with rig all on a 120AH
floated battery.
Damian 2E0EUI camped all week except 1 day he had family commitments. He soon got used
to the pile ups which such a powerful well sited station causes. Kim G6JXA camped several
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nights in a newly acquired tent, together with messing awning and bench camp seat, Clark army
10m mast and 40m vertical, all from a SK clear out just in time for the camp.
The 40m vertical needed radials to give it the same gain as the dipole. The 10m mast was used
for a 4m end fed dipole to a 30W Ascom rig in the rear of the van.
Also, a 80/40m trap inverted V was used. It had slightly lower gain than the 80m dipole.
As usual, the site's HF noise floor was very low and a preamp could be used on 40m
to give only S1-2 level.
After a wet and windy Sunday, we had very hot weather all week. I left the site by 17:00 Sunday,
after a hot site take down and van pack and then home. I had Sunday roast dinner and a well
needed bath!
My SUSY RADIO went on OK without me and no link QRM from my QRO on 6m :=).
Operating was done by John G8MNY, Kim G6JXA, Steve 2E0DIZ, Damian 2E0EUI, Andy
G4ADM, Eric G0KRT - often until 02:00hrs!
With our QRO and special event station, long pile ups are normal, most nights were good for
states-side on 20m.
Several regulars did not Camp this year for various reasons, but visited briefly: June and Dave
G4RBQ, Graeham G4WNT, Jim G4WYJ, Linda and Colin M0GXV, and Alvin G6DTW. Gareth
G4XAT, did not turn up since his family had given him too much to do again!
In all, there were 10 members and 7 visitors at the camp.
From the logs:
160m with 30W/400W had 34 contacts, with DX to CT DL ON OZ PA,
80m with 400W saw 98 contacts, with DX to EA F YL,
40m saw 126 contacts, with DX to DL EA EI F GI HB I LA OE OH OK OM ON PA R SA7 SM UA
YO YT YU ZB,
20m saw 295 contacts. Some of the DX was to.3V CT CN E7 A/K/N/W OK R SQ SV TG TK UA
UN VE XQ YV,
10m saw 19 contacts, with DX to 4X EC HZ OE SP,
6m with 250W, we had 21 contacts in 2 sporadic E events, gaining DX to 9A EA F I LZ PA YL,
4m with 25W and an end fed dipole at 10m saw 11 QSOs.
2m with 50W FM to colinear at 14m / 200W SSB to 9el at 17m saw 52 QSOs.
70cms with 40W FM saw just 1 QSO.
73 de John G8MNY.
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The station callsign, IC735, T500M Linear Amp and too much else to list as a caption

Mainly John G8MNY's van and awning – plus a nice view of the take-off from the site
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Damien 2E0EUI HF-ing

Kim G8JXA on one of the VHF bands
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John G8MNY and mega-kit

Steve 2E0DIZ on HF
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6m: FT690 plus HB 250W Linear Amplifier

Future SRCC Meetings
03/09/18

Echo Satellites by George Emsden M0TPH

17/09/18

Fix-it, Move-it-on, Skills and Advice Night, Social Chat

01/10/18

Autumn Surplus Equipment Sale and Special Catalogue Sale

15/10/18

Fix-it, Move-it-on, Skills and Advice Night, Social Chat

05/11/18

Inter-Club Quiz v CATS and S&C

19/11/18

Fix-it, Move-it-on, Skills and Advice Night, Social Chat

03/12/18

Construction Contest

17/12/18

Pre-Christmas Spcial

A full meetings calendar up to April 2019 will appear in the October issue. All being well, the
Equipment Sale Catalogue should be distributed to SRCC members in mid-September.
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Other Local Club Meetings.
Bromley & District ARS
18 Sep

Aerials by Andy G4WGZ
Normal Meetings are held on third Tuesdays 7.30 for 8.00pm @ Victory
Social Club, Kechill Gardens, Hayes, Bromley, Kent.
Contact Andy G4WGZ on 01689 878089 or enquiries(at)bdars.co.uk.
Website: www.bdars.co.uk
Coulsdon ATS

10 Sep

TBC
Meetings are held at 8pm on 2nd Monday each month at
St. Swithun’s Church Hall, Grovelands Rd, Purley.
Contact Terry Giles G4CDY via secretary@ catsradio.org
Website: http://www.sthost.co.uk/webspace/cats/start.html
Sutton & Cheam RS

20 Sep

TBC
Meets 8pm on 3rd Thursday every month. They also run a practical
group most Monday evenings at the Banstead Scout Hut.
Contact John Puttock G0BWV on 020 8644 9945 or email
info(at)scrs.org.uk
Website: http://www.scrs.org.uk/
Horsham Amateur Radio Club

06 Sep

I was a Cold War Spy with Brian Browby
Normally meets on the first Thursday of each month at the Guide Hall,
20 Denne Road, Horsham, West Sussex, RH12 1JF. NRQ TQ172304 at
20.00hrs local time. Contact Alister Watt G3ZBU at
g3zbu(at)hotmail.com
Website: http://www.harc.org.uk/
Dorking & District Radio Society

25 Sep

Small Transmitting Loops with Mike G3LHZ
Meetings at 7.45pm. Contact: David Browning (M6DJB) at
djb.abraxas(at)btinternet.com.
Website: http://www.ddrs.org.uk
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Crystal Palace R&EC
7 Sep

Practical Session – Building a Compact VHF Aerial by Damien 2E0EUI
All Saints Church, Beulah Hill (Normally meets monthly on first Friday).
Contact: Bob G3OOU 01737 552170
Website: http://www.g3oou.co.uk
Cray Valley Radio Society

09 Sep

35 years as an Amateur Radio Journalist with Don G3XTT
1st Royal Eltham Scouts HQ, Rear of 61-71 Southend Crescent, Eltham,
London SE9 2SD
Website: www.cvrs.org

Sign Off
Well, 14 pages is enough for this issue. It was a bit of a scramble after only getting home from
holiday at weekend last and one day I had to attend the funeral of a friend and colleague of 40
years plus duration. So, sorry that it is issued later than I would have preferred.
I am always delighted and surprised to get copy for publication. Copy date for the October issue
is Saturday 22 September.
73 John G8IYS Newsletter Editor and Hon Sec.
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