
SURREY RADIO CONTACT CLUB
84th Anniversary Year - Founded 1935 

MAY 2019 – No 921 

SRCC supports the RSGB Child Protection Policy 

General Club Business:               sec  retary@g3src.org.uk

Membership/Treasurer:                membership@g3src.org.uk

Newsletter articles/distribution:    newsletter  @g3src.org.uk

Club Equipment Loan:                  equipment@g3src.org.uk

Club Website:                               https://www.g3src.org.uk

Honorary Secretary & Editor 

John Simkins G8IYS
18 Riding Hill, Sanderstead,
South Croydon, Surrey CR2 LN

Tel: 020 8657 0454

ship@b

 MONTHLY MEETINGS NORMALLY ON 1ST AND 3RD MONDAYS 7.30 FOR 7.45pm
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*******************************************************************************************          
FIRST MEETING: Monday 13 May 2019: Contest Operating Part 1 – VHF 

by Peter G3ZPB  
              Note: Because of the Public Holiday, this is NOT the 1st Monday in May               

SECOND MEETING Monday 20 May
Fix-it, Skills and Advice Night - led by John G8MNY

Retiring SRCC Committee 2018/19 
Chairman & Club Meetings G3ZPB  Peter Burton 01737 551413
Vice Chairman & Contest Co-ordinator G3WRR Quin Collier 

Hewett
020 8653 6948

Hon.Secretary, Fund Raising & Newsletter Editor G8IYS  John Simkins 020 8657 0454
Treasurer & Membership Records G4FFY Ray Howells 01732 357474
Resources and Liaison G4DDY Maurice Fagg 020 8669 1480
Committee Member and Events G6JXA  Kim Brown 07812 735507 

Committee Member G4LZE Colin Lugard Holding Release.

Publicity G3MCX John Kennedy 020 8688 3322

Webmaster (Co-opted) G4FYF Steve Jones 01424 584143

EDITOR'S OPENER
Introduction. 

Dear Members & Friends.  Hello and welcome to the 921st edition, the May 2019 issue, of the
SRCC Newsletter. The banner above shows the 2019-20 Committee and their specialist roles 
as determined at the AGM plus the subsequent Committee meeting. Of particular note is the 
retirement of Maurice G4DDY as Chief Fund-Raiser, after several decades of splendid 
service. Further on, I will provide a short summary of the AGM. Minutes will be tabled formally 
around February 2020, in good time for the next AGM, as required under SRCC Rules.    

More thoughts on Es'hail.

I have continued to think and plan how (or, strictly speaking, whether) to execute the provision
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of an SHF station to link with the Es'hail 2 Quatar Oscar 100 satellite (2.4 ish GHz up, 
10.489.550 to 10.499 ish GHz down) which is in geostationary orbit at 32.9 degrees East of 
South. If you Google “Es'hail”, much will be revealed. I have discovered, by email and by a 
chance QSO on 80m that both Gareth G4XAT and Martin G4FKK have been attracted by a 
dual band (2.4 GHz Left Hand Circularly Polarised patch and 10 GHz Linearly Polarised 
waveguide) launcher for use with an offset-focus (ex-sat broadcast tv) parabolic dish. An 
informative link is here https://amsat-uk.org/2019/04/22/simple-dual-band-dish-feed-for-eshail-
2-qo-100/ This will take you to a web-page which offers a choice of just the specific article 
about the launcher or a free entire copy of the magazine of the Dutch Kingdom Amateur Radio
Society, which is written part in Dutch and part in English language. Some articles are in both.

Gareth appears to be more focused on ATV, whereas I am more interested in SSB - as I think 
also applies to Martin. Nevertheless, the source of much common data is to be found within the 
website pages of the British Amateur Television Club. A link is here https://batc.org.uk/ On 
signing-up, I was delighted to find just how many technological developments have taken place 
since my visits several years (decades) ago. I was equally delighted to find that the cost of entry
to this new world (for me) did not frighten my socks off – not at this stage anyway! Over the last 
several weeks, the gradient of my learning curve has been almost vertical. My plan, such as it 
is, consists of three parts: (1) is the redundant 1m dish on the side of my house, to be equipped 
with the aforementioned dual band launcher, a new low noise block (LNB) running at 10.49 ish 
GHz – running below its design-broadcast-band, but un-modified except for its horn being sawn 
off to admit the new launcher receive-waveguide.  Steering/positioning of the dish remains with 
a big question-mark right now. (2) is the receive-IF which will be around 700 MHz using a newly-
acquired SDR Play SDR1A which will tune from 1kHz (allegedly) to 2 GHz. Those two elements 
will provide a home-based receive capability without enormous cost and risk. I confess that I 
bought the SDR Play receiver only a few weeks ago and before Gareth steered me toward a 
Lime SDR - which also provides a (VERY multimode) transmit capability, but is significantly 
more expensive and rather beyond what I want to achieve – at least in the short-term. (3) is the 
2.4 GHz transmit section. The dual band launcher terminates on an SMA connector at 2.4 GHz, 
so interconnectiions should be simple. This section might well comprise a transverter from either
144 MHz or 432 MHz, delivering a few hundred milliwatts at 2.4 GHz, (maybe a VK kit) plus a 5 
to 8 W output Wi-Fi amplifier from eBay. Cabling (type and distance), plus indoor or outdoor 
locations for the bits (frequency stability with temperature variation and waterproofing 
requirements), remain as unanswered questions. Since writing the preceding words, I followed 
the link to the DKARS site and scrolled down. There, I found a link to a 100 mW rf output, 2.4 
GHz upconverter from 434 MHz. See : http://www.dxpatrol.pt/index.php/kit . It comes from 
Portugal and is priced at 99 euro plus about 10 euro for postage. A UK sourced 8W wifi amp on 
eBay is currently listed at £32 plus postage. It was at this point of writing that I thought about 
how I was going to get my 70cm transverter (now more than 15 years old – except for the 
regularly modernised front end) to provide an output on 434 to 436 MHz rather than 432 to 434 
MHz. I do not think that my HF transceiver can be persuaded to operate above the normal IF of 
28 to 30 MHz (even though it is broadbanded), so obtaining a 2 MHz upward shift in that 
manner is a non-runner. My 70cm transverter mixes a twice-doubled 101 MHz crystal (= 404 
MHz) with 28 to 30 MHz to provide 432 to 434 MHz, so the glaringly obvious solution is to swap 
the 101 MHz crystal for 101.5 MHz one, thus providing a local oscillator output on 406 MHz. The
transverter even has a switchable duplicate local oscillator circuit. What could be easier? Has 
anyone tried to buy a 101.5 MHz overtone crystal in HC18 or HC25 format (or any format for 
that matter) recently? When I gave up that search and started looking at synthesiser circuits to 
generate 101.5 MHz or 406 MHz, I realised that the project was getting out of hand. So, I am 
parking this “jolly good idea” for a while in the hope that others will suggest better ways forward.
Also in the G8IYS shack.

Back in the real world, I have been engaged for many weeks in clearing up my shack. I can 
now see some of the floor, but not all of it at once.  On with the real news.
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NEXT MEETINGS   

First Meeting: Monday 13 May 2019: Contest Operating Part 1 – VHF by Peter G3ZPB

This presentation will cover: How to Enter an RSGB VHF Contest, Logging and Scoring, How to
Set-up and Use MINOS2 – with a practical demonstration of how Rig Control and Rotator 
Control work. 

Second Meeting: Monday 20 May:  Fix-it, Skills and Advice Night

As usual , this will be expertly-led and mentored by John G8MNY

PREVIOUS MEETINGS

April First Meeting: Monday 1 April – Annual General Meeting.

The AGM was attended by about 30 members, including RSGB District Representative 108,  
Alun G4WGE. At 7:45 pm, the meeting was declared quorate and nominations closed for the 
posts of Honorary Secretary and 7 Members of Committee. It was noted that the retiring Vice-
Chair, Rick M0LEP had moved away from our locality and was unwilling to stand again for 
Committee. He was thanked for his past services to SRCC. Apologies for Absence were 
presented on behalf of Gareth G4XAT, Paul G7VAK and Rick M0LEP.  

An Annual Report of SRCC activities was presented by the retiring Chair, Peter G3ZPB, 
together with a Financial Report by the retiring Treasurer, Ray G4FFY and a report by the 
retiring Contest Coordinator Quin G3WRR. Peter G3ZPB thanked all members of the retiring 
Committee for their services to SRCC over the past year. All Reports and the vote of thanks 
were accepted and greeted with acclamation. Particularly so the Financial Report, since no 
change from current subscription levels (£8 singleton, £12 family) was proposed. 

Peter G7PWV was thanked for his services as an Independent Examiner of the SRCC 
Accounts. Alun G4WGE and Peter G7PWV were appointed as Election Scrutineers. 

There was one nominee for the post of Honorary Secretary: John G8IYS, who was declared 
elected unopposed. 

There were 7 nominations for posts as Committee Member: Peter G3ZPB, Quin G3WRR, John 
G3MCX, Maurice G4DDY, Kim G6JXA, Ray G4FFY and Colin G4LZE. All were declared elected
unopposed. Subsequently, the following were elected unopposed to the following specialist 
posts: Treasurer – Ray G4FFY, Chairman – Peter G3ZPB, Vice-Chairman – Quin G3WRR. 
Elected as Independent Examiners of SRCC Accounts were Peter G7PWV and Michael 
Summers. 

The following Trophies were awarded: Coronation Cup – Paul G7VAK, Basil Wardman Trophy –
Gareth G4XAT, John Haydon Rose Bowl – Rick M0LEP, Sutton Trophy – Ted G3EUE and 
SRCC Club Cup - Colin G4LZE.  

Other business included: 

Holding of 2 Club Meals - A show of hands revealed 2 in favour of a lunch in addition to a 
dinner, 8 favoured an additional dinner priced at circa £20 and 11 favoured an additional dinner 
priced at circa £10. Mike M1CCF agreed to organise the additional dinner. 

The prospect of a talk on SDR by Alan Betts was also raised. 

DR108 Alun G4WGE drew attention to an opportunity to set up a Special Event Station to 
celebrate the forthcoming Cricket World Cup and the RSGB AGM on 27 April. He also asked 
what was the SRCC registered email adress for receipt of the RSGB Affiliated Societies' 
Newsletter. The incoming Committee undertook to investigate this and advise accordingly.
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Second March Meeting: Monday 15 March:  Fix-it, Skills and Advice Night

As often stated: No written report, but one of the popular cornerstones of what SRCC offers and
is expertly led by John G8MNY. 

CHAIRMAN'S BLOG

First of all I should start by saying a big thank you for voting me in as Chairman again.  This is 
my third year, so under Club Rules I will not be standing for election as Chairman next year.  
Now might be a good time to start thinking about who you want as the next Chairman?

Radio Contesting – not much contesting activity recently.  Just a single entry this month, in the 
2m MGM (data mode) contest.  A big increase in my performance in as much as 10 QSOs 
resulting in a claimed score of 1021 points.  The results have not been published yet but from 
the “Claimed Scores” page on the website, it looks as though I will be 13 th of 15.  I only have a 
vertical co-linear on 2m so my e.r.p. is considerably lower than most other entrants.
Other Radio Activity – and now for something completely different!  We are planning to hold a 
number of “flying days” at Brooklands Museum this year where we have a small grass airstrip.  
The museum has just been issued with its own Air/Ground Radio Licence and frequency.  But 
the only people allowed to use the radio equipment under Civil Aviation Authority rules are those
holding a “Radio Operator’s Certificate of Competence”.  How difficult can it be to get an 
R.O.C.C. I thought to myself?  After all, radio is radio is radio!!!  How wrong?  The C.A.A. have 
their own set of jargon which has to strictly adhered to.  Basically there are only 2 books to learn
– CAP 452 the “Aeronautical Radio Station Operator’s Guide” that contains 41 pages and CAP 
413 the “Radiotelephony Manual” that contains 372 pages!!!!  Luckily for me the R.O.C.C. only 
allows operation of what is known as “Air/Ground Communications Service” and not a fully-
fledged Air Traffic Control Service!  Even so it involved a lot of book learning, a complete 
weekend away and over £200.  But the result was I passed and so I now have the complete set 
of 3 radio licences for Amateur, Marine and Aeronautical.  I can now be let loose with a radio on 
a small airfield and legally talk to the aircraft.  But it was hard going – I now know the difference 
between QNH and QFE, what order to give wind speed and direction in, the required order to 
process an Emergency Distress call and a whole host of other information I never knew I 
needed!!!  The C.A.A. even count differently to the rest of us – 1, 2, 3,….8, 9, wun zero, wun 
wun,….”wun hundred” but not “wun hundred and wun” but “wun zero wun”!!!!!  I had to “unlearn”
a lot of “Amateur speak” and “Marine speak” and learn their terminology.
More Computer Software – Many of you know I have this “thing” about trying to make 
computers do “useful” things.  Well I have almost achieved this now on my laptop computer 
used for Amateur Radio.  While entering the 2m MGM contest, quite a lot was happening on the
computer….the main QSO program was the well-known WSJT-X software (this is the one that 
actually decodes and encodes the data signals and formats the messages).  Decoded output is 
then fed to “JTAlert”; this highlights stations calling CQ and also alerts you to new countries, DX 
zones, stations not worked before on this band etc., etc.  It also sends QSO data out to a sort of
network within the computer to one or more other destinations.  One of these destinations is the
MINOS software used for contest scoring and contest log entry for later submission to the 
RSGB.  The other destination is the Log4OM program that maintains my station log (keeps a 
record of the usual stuff such as date, time, frequency, callsign worked, RS sent, RS received 
etc., etc.).  The Log4OM program is also setup to load the QSO details out to a number of 
“logbooks in the cloud” such as ARRLs’ LOTW, eQSL, HamQTH and QRZ.
So, the data from one QSO on 2m ends up on eQSL.net (for example) all entirely automatically 
(now I have set it all up)….that’s clever!  
That’s all for this month, so it’s bye for now; must get back to finishing my Contest Operating 
presentation for 13th May. 73 and 88, Peter G3ZPB.
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SUTTON MODEL ENGINEERING CLUB ANNUAL EXHIBITION

The public is invited to go along to the SMEC Clubhouse: Rear of 1 Chatham Close, Sutton, 
SM3 9JF on Sunday 19 May 2019 and see what their members get up to in their workshops.
The judge for this exhibition will be Geoff Higgsfrom the Ickenham & District Society of Model 
Engineers. The Gates open at 1.30pm & the Prize presentations will be at 3.00pm. There will be
refreshments & free train rides all afternoon. It is anticipated that the SRCC Station GX3SRC 
will be in operation. The SMEC website is well worth a visit too at  www.suttonmec.org.uk 

SILENT KEYS

G4RSY SK. Members will be saddened to hear of the passing at the end of 2018 of Phil Webb 
G4RSY who was for many years a member of SRCC and a regular attender at our meetings. 
His son Eliot recently contacted the Hon Sec and has donated a Kenwood (Trio) TS700G 2m 
multimode Transceiver and a Sommerkamp FT277ZD HF (non WARC) Transceiver {alias Yaesu
FT101ZD} for the benefit of our members. Both rigs are very clean, but mains leads and 
microphones are absent at present, so tests will be delayed a while.                                 
G6MMC SK. Also contacting us has been the family of the late David Barley, formerly G6MMC, 
who lived in Thornton Heath. He was never a member of SRCC and not active in the last 12 
years but, according to his log book, before then could be found occasionally on 2m FM, usually
via GB3SL. We undertook the disposal of the readily-sellable parts of his equipment on a 
commission basis. This operation was completed at the Kempton Rally in April. Some further 
items, such as a Yaesu FRG7700 HF receiver  (Deaf) and a Kenwood R1000 (No dial display) 
are among items donated for the benefit of SRCC, but need some restoration work before 
disposal. Also, there is an assortment of aircraft instruments and some test gear. 

I will try to assemble a list of equipment donated above and remaining items from the estate of 
Derek G4CCW SK - with a view to holding a web-based auction in the near future. 

CLUB CONSTRUCTION PROJECT

Attention all those who have indicated a wish to build the VK5TM HF Noise Canceller. 10 kits 
are ready for shipping and John G3MCX will be ready to collect £30 each at the First May 
Meeting. Alternatively, you can pay by bank transfer to the SRCC account. If the end price with 
us in the UK for bulk purchase and carriage exceeds £30 per unit, then SRCC will pick up the 
difference, but no-pay now = no-play later. Note that the group-Construction session has been 
shifted back a little in our Calendar to make sure we have the parts by then. If you wish to 
refresh your memory of what it all involves then follow the link 
http://www.vk5tm.com/homebrew/noisecancel/noisecancel.php

SRCC LEAGUE TABLE – MARCH 2019 RESULTS

Welcome to the results of the March 2019 session of the SRCC League Table. This month there
were six entries, the same number as in February. The month’s results are shown below:

ENTRANT
HEARD
DXCC /

SQUARE

HEARD IN
CONTEST

HEARD
- SRCC

MEMBER

WORKED
DXCC /

SQUARE

WORKED
IN

CONTEST

WORKED
– SRCC

MEMBER

POINTS
 THIS MONTH

G4LZE 36 60 1 158
G3EUE 6 1 50 31 139
G4WGE 55 16 126
G4FYF 30 3 66
G3WRR 1 1 20 20 62
G3ZPB 1 1 4
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In fact not only was the number of entrants in March the same as in February, but the 
participating members were the same ones too. However it was all change in terms of positions:
Colin G4LZE moves up from second to first place and Ted G3EUE from third place to second, 
with last month’s leader Alun G4WGE moving down to third. And at the lower end of the table, 
Steve G4FYF moves up from fifth place to fourth and Quin G3WRR from sixth to fifth and Peter 
G3ZPB, who has had a busy month doing non-hobby stuff, moving down to sixth. A common 
factor was that three of the entrants - Ted, Alun and Quin - took part in the RSGB 
Commonwealth Contest (still anachronistically usually referred to by its old name BERU – for 
British Empire Radio Union Contest) during the month. In fact because the Commonwealth 
consists of a relatively small number of countries, the number of points directly resulting from 
this was rather limited, but some fairly uncommon prefixes were on. It also demonstrated the 
point (mentioned before) that activity and determination often demonstrate that bands are 
sometimes open when they might otherwise seem not to be! 
Leader Colin G4LZE made all but one of his HF contacts on FT8 and (with one exception on 
10m) all on 40m or 20m, 87% being on 40m. 78% were with European stations, the rest being 
equally balanced between Asia and North America. His 10m contact was also noteworthy for 
being on JS8 (the “conversational” version of FT8), and for being with another SRCC member. 
There was also a nice selection of “gotaways” – that is to say stations heard but not worked – 
some of the choice ones (although this is pretty subjective) being 3W (Vietnam), VR (Hong 
Kong) and FM (Martinique). Colin also worked five English “big squares” on 6m. 
Ted G3EUE’s contacts were, as usual, all on CW, and he describes the month as “interesting”. 
80% were with European stations, most of the rest being Asian but with a couple of North 
Americans and – nice ones - Africa in the form of 9Q (Congo) and 3B8 (Mauritius). He doesn’t 
state which bands these contacts were on, but given the band usage by other entrants I’d guess
there was little above 20m! Ted also reports several interesting gotaways, including 9J 
(Zambia), 5X (Uganda), 5Z (Kenya) and SO1 (Western Sahara).
The majority of Alun G4WGE’s scoring contacts were, like the other entries, mostly (62%) with 
Europe but he managed contacts with all continents except Antarctica, the most frequent being 
with Africa! (nine claimed). There are probably too many nice ones to mention individually but he
did mention XV (Vietnam) as an all-time new country for him. Alun was also rather “mode / 
frequency agile” having had contacts on all bands (except 60m) up to 17m but nothing above, 
the greatest number of contacts bring on 20m. The modes used were CW, FT8 and RTTY, in 
that order. 
Steve G4FYF’s contacts were made on 80, 40 & 20m and 80% of them were with Europe, the 
remainder being with Africa and North America. Steve also wins the loyalty prize for the greatest
number of scoring QSOs with SRCC members!
Quin G3WRR made all his scoring contacts in contests, the majority being in BERU. The fact 
that the great majority of Commonwealth countries are outside Europe probably explains why 
65% of his contacts were outside Europe, in all continents except South America and Antarctica.
Apart from 160m, all the non-WARC bands up to and including 15m were used (including a 15m
QSO with 9J (Zambia)) – but despite fairly frequent checks no signals at all were heard on 10m,
not even the UK HQ stations.
Peter G3ZPB, due to external commitments, only made a single scoring QSO in March – and 
for that reason had to be “encouraged” to submit an entry! However since this was with Colin 
G4LZE (their regular sked – or “two participant net” as it has been described – on 10m using 
JS8) it counts as both G as a DXCC entity and a fellow SRCC member!
The cumulative score table is shown on the next page, with Colin G4LZE wresting the top place 
from Alun G4WGE. 
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ENTRANT
JAN
19

FEB
19

MAR
19

APR
19

MAY
19

JUN
19

JUL
19

SEP
19

OCT
19

NOV
19

DEC
19

TOTAL

 G4LZE 109 134 158 401
G4WGE 115 144 126 385
G3EUE 111 106 139 356
G4FYF 34 31 66 131
G3WRR 2 27 62 91
G3ZPB 32 46 4 82
G7RUX 42 42
M0LEP 34 34

My optimistic comment last month about the possibility of cycle 25 starting to show signs of life 
was clearly premature as at the time of writing the solar flux index has actually dipped below 70 
(to 69) – so for now at least I think it best to keep my mouth shut. But hope springs eternal, as 
they say…. 73, Quin G3WRR

EXPEDITION TO THE ISLE OF WIGHT by Quin G3WRR

Some Newsletter readers may have read an item that I produced a couple of years ago 
describing my trip to the Isle of Wight to operate in the 2017 RSGB Commonwealth Contest.  
Others, perhaps wiser, will have passed by without reading it. 
Having had a good result in 2017 (and winning a trophy for the first time in 50+ years of being 
licensed), I was keen to repeat the exercise in 2018, but the site was then closed following a 
change of ownership. Having chased up a couple of other site possibilities that were scuppered 
by the aftermath of the “Beast from the East”, I ended up operating from home. This was, as 
expected, not a good solution due to site limitations and the dreadful level of electrical noise in 
urban London and I came in just over half way up the table…...of course, the pleasure is really 
in the operating, but if you do well it certainly adds something to the whole experience!
Fortunately the site was back in operation by early 2019 and, although the contest date was 
outside the formal site “season”, the new folks were happy to accommodate me again. With 
availability established, on to the detailed planning…. Actually that was not really a major task 
as firstly it wasn’t the logistical tour de force that goes with, for example, a Field Day and 
secondly it was intended to be largely a rerun of the 2017 setup – although in the event it didn’t 
turn out quite like that. 
So off I set around 7am on the Friday morning (8th March) and had a relatively easy trip to the 
site via the Portsmouth to Fishbourne ferry - a crossing of about 40 minutes but still costing 
£50+ one way! (ah, the delights of competitive service provision…). The site is a holiday centre 
about a mile from the village of Brighstone, right on top of the mudstone cliffs on the south west 
facing face of the island and is well described as “characterful”. In addition to a huge field for 
mobile caravans and tents it offers a range of chalets straight out of Hi-de-Hi. The site was built 
in the early 1930s and retains the original chalets with brightly coloured red/blue/green/yellow 
doors, although the interiors have been upgraded to Premier Inn standard as have other 
features of the site. The atmosphere is wonderful, it’s a delight to stay there and the new team 
are just as friendly as the previous owners and even offered to help me put up my antenna if 
necessary. 
The RSGB Commonwealth Contest has an unusual retro flavour to it. Indeed most of its 
regulars continue to refer to it as BERU (for British Empire Radio Union Contest), the name it 
took when it first ran in 1931. Nowadays it runs for 24 hours on 80/40/20/15/10m (CW only) and 
the aim is to make as many Commonwealth – Commonwealth contacts as possible, although 
with a couple of exceptions intra-country contacts do not count for points. The days of operation 
by administrators of the Empire are long gone, but in addition to locals, there are always a 
number of “travellers” who choose to go to diverse (and usually rare) parts of the 
Commonwealth.  This year there were such stations active from 3B8 (Mauritius), C5 (The 
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Gambia), C6 (Bahamas), V3 (Belize), VP9 (Bermuda), VY2 (Prince Edward Island) and ZF 
(Cayman Islands). One of these was Mike G3VYI (whom many of you will know from VHF NFD)
who operated from the VY2TT “super station”. My own Jolly Jaunt to the Isle of Wight clearly 
does not fall into this category…. Another attractive attribute of BERU is the challenge of 
needing to be on the right band at the right time to get the contacts. In particular the morning 
and evening LF band openings to the Antipodes are of fairly short duration – usually no more 
than half an hour – and you miss them at your peril!   
There are a number of sections that entrants can choose from (too many sections, in the view of
some) and I chose to enter Restricted Single Operator Unassisted. This means that entrants are
restricted to a power output of 100W, single element antennas (although different antennas for 
each band are permitted). Assistance (eg. use of RBN (Remote Beacon Network), DX Cluster 
etc. ) is not permitted. It is just about the simplest setup available in the contest, well suited to a 
one person effort. In terms of equipment, the intention had been to use my Elecraft K3 and Titan
DX antenna (a rather complex multiband vertical dipole arrangement inherited from my late 
friend Dave G3JJZ), and N1MM+ logging software – a simple but effective setup. In practice I 
egged the pudding a bit by networking two laptops so that in case the main one died, there 
would be a standby with an up to date log available to take over. This is a useful configuration 
provided both machines have the same software version and countries list loaded – if not the 
two computers spend most of their time arguing, with each telling each other that it is running 
the wrong versions of software. I also took a 14AVQ multi-band trap vertical designed for 
40/20/15/10m as a backup antenna just in case: in 2017 my son and granddaughter had been 
there to assist putting the Titan up (or more accurately, for Guy to help and Moo - who had been
just short of three at the time – to get excited and distract us) but now Moo is at school that was 
no go. So this year I was on my own and had doubts about my ability to erect the Titan – fine 
once up but wobbly during erection – single handed!
The first task was to get the antenna up. The weather which had been mildly sunny on the way 
over had become overcast and as antenna-upping approached it started to rain. It was at this 
point that, having carefully located and (or so I thought) packed all the pieces of the Titan at 
Mission Control Norwood, I realised that the bag of self-tapping screws that held it all together 
had been left behind. After a few choice words in fluent Anglo-Saxon, and a very kind offer from 
Dave and Charlotte (the site people) to help me locate some, I decided that a predictable plan B
was wiser than an iffy recovery scheme for plan A, and so the 14AVQ it was to be. By this time 
in addition to the rain it was also blowing a gale (the top of cliffs on an island is not the sort of 
place to anticipate a gentle breeze…). But in the event it all went up easily enough at the edge 
of the camping field with the base at 8ft above ground and a set of radials, and was connected 
to the chalet by around 50ft of reasonably good quality coax. 
Having dried out (weather wise, not alcoholically…) and partaken of the first of many cups of 
tea, the gear was set up (straightforward when you’ve done it enough times…). On checking the
SWR, it was clear that the 14AVQ was way off resonance. Ideally I should have tweaked the 
length of the sections so that it was properly resonant but that is a very fiddly business and in 
view of the wind and intermittent rain, the K3’s internal ATU was used instead to provide a 
reasonable match. This allowed a perfectly usable SWR – better than 2:1 on all bands except 
80m – to be achieved. As it turned out the antenna worked well on all bands except 80m, on 
which band the ATU was quite touchy and required keeping the power down to about 80W. This 
was hardly surprising since on 80m it was considerably less than a tenth of a wavelength long. 
Although the 14AVQ is rated for winds up to 80mph un-guyed, I had fitted mine with a set of 
guys and even so it thrashed around scarily in the gusts over the whole weekend and I 
blanched every time I looked out of the window at it. The solution turned out to be not to look out
of the window. So, prepared and ready to go, it was time for a most welcome meal in the Three 
Bishops pub in the village. And (to quote Samuel Pepys) so to bed.
The contest started at 1000 (all times here are clock time) on the Saturday and ran for 24 hours.
As usual, initial propagation was to the East, moving progressively westward following the 

SRCC Newsletter May 2019 - E&OE                         Page 8 of 14                                                                          01 May 2019 



ionisation caused by the solar radiation. And as usual things for the first couple of hours were 
slow with only eight contacts before noon, five on 20m – 9H (Malta), East Coast VE (Canada), 
C5 (The Gambia) and ZF (Cayman Islands) – and three on 15m – 9J (Zambia) and 5B 
(Cyprus). The latter were the only stations worked on 15m during the whole contest despite 
fairly regular checks. And no signals at all were even heard, let alone worked, on 10m. Roll on 
cycle 25….
Things then perked up a bit, and between noon and around 1715 (with a break of 90 minutes for
a zizz) a further 32 contacts went into the log. These were almost all on 20m, including 3B8 
(Mauritius), 5B (Cyprus), 9G (Ghana), V3 (Belize), East Coast VE (Canada), and VP9 
(Bermuda). The period also included two 40m contacts, both of which were UK HQ stations. 
(These are one of the “couple of exceptions” referred to above…. Some National Societies 
(notably RSGB, WIA and NZART) put on stations representing their countries or 
states/provinces. These stations usually have distinctive callsigns and send “HQ” in addition to 
the usual report / serial number and can be worked by stations in their own countries. Their 
presence is a major boon at times of low sunspot activity – like the present!). 
A band change at 1720 to 40m was very timely as it appeared to coincide with the evening 
Antipodean opening, resulting in 7 contacts with VK (Australia) in a period of nine minutes, 
followed by one with ZL (New Zealand) ten minutes later. Not only was this timely, it was 
downright flukey as it wasn’t part of any Cunning Operating Plan – just a band change when 
20m went quiet – and I certainly don’t expect to repeat it! This was followed by a period of three 
quarters of an hour ducking and weaving between 80, 40 & 20m resulting in seven contacts 
including four UK HQ stations, one VK (Australia), one East Coast VE (Canada) and one 8P 
(Barbados). Then things settled down again to a steady if leisurely run of 38 contacts mainly on 
40m interspersed with a handful on 80 & 20m – mixture much as before but with a new one in 
the form of 9V (Singapore) - before shutting up shop for the night around 2345. Memory does 
not convey whether it was the bands or the operator who went to sleep first…..
Up again at just before 0600 (a new louder alarm clock seems to have cracked my NFD 
problem of not waking up on time – Alun G4WGE please note….) for a mop up of a final 15 
contacts, again mainly with VK and ZL on 40m, before it was all over at 1000. 
Station disassembly was routine – the only exciting bit was the onset of hail while taking the 
antenna down. Having carelessly left my woolly hat at home (readers who are not follically 
challenged may not realise just what a problem this can be for those of us who are…) the 
combination of cold and hailstone impact left me with such a sharp headache that it was 
necessary to abandon post for the chalet. This meant leaving the antenna at an angle of 45 
degrees till the sun coquettishly came out ten minutes later, but luckily the gin pole held it all 
stable. After loading the car and having another meal at the Three Bishops I retired for a good 
sleep. On the subject of food, my catering over the weekend was neither cordon bleu nor 
healthy. I survived on Marmite sandwiches, marmalade sandwiches (perhaps I’m a distant 
relative of Paddington Bear) and a Pot Noodle or two. And on cleaning up afterwards I counted 
23 used tea bags….. 
So the following day it was time to settle up (they asked me how much the previous owner had 
charged me and charged the same), then back across the water to Blighty, home, unpacking 
and log submission! If I’m spared I definitely intend to go back in 2020.
The final result (post adjudication) was: 
80m 12 contacts
40m 52 contacts
20m 41 contacts
15m   3 contacts
10m   0 contacts
TOTAL  108 contacts   

In position, this was third of 46 UK entrants in the section, which I found very satisfactory. 
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Readers may also be interested to note that another SRCC member, Alun G4WGE, was also on
in BERU from a site in Gloucestershire and achieved second placed UK entrant in the 
Restricted Single Operator Assisted section. And although he was not an SRCC member, 
another ex-Croydon resident -   John Cockrill G4CZB (formerly G8COA) who used to live in 
Hartley Down, Purley - was also on from his current home in Northampton. John achieved 
second placed UK entrant in the Restricted Single Operator Unassisted section. In fact the three
of us (John, Alun & myself) are part of the same team for CW NFD….it’s a pity the team don’t 
seem to be able to achieve the same sort of results in NFD as we did individually in BERU this 
year – but that’s another story!  73, Quin G3WRR

Oh for a 3D Printer! By Steve G4FYF

…….but I ain’t got one! I have an adjustable buck converter B3603, 3A DC-DC digital control 
step-down module in need of being boxed. Available enclosures didn’t seem suitable then I 
happened upon a YouTube video on home brewing an enclosure using styrene sheet, a method
that may be familiar to you model makers out there. Cheap from ebay, I bought a sheet of 2mm 
styrene sheet that, with light scoring with a sharp blade, snaps fairly cleanly. So, armed with 
suitable tools I set upon cutting the enclosure top, bottom and sides. 

Then, with careful measurement, set upon snipping out the slots to accommodate the display 
and adjustment buttons – that was a bit challenging!
That done, now glue all the pieces together. Ideally one should use liquid plastic cement as 
used for making plastic (e.g Airfix) models. I didn’t have any but did have a pot of solvent 
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cement used for domestic plastic waste pipe fittings. That worked OK but was a bit messy. 
Slack I know, but instead of making some decent labels I just used a fine tipped permanent 
marker for the labels.

It’s not the most elegant thing I’ve knocked up but it was good practice to use this method. This 
is an ideal candidate for a 3D printed enclosure but £2.50 for a bit of plastic sheet and a bit of 
manual effort, it works for me! 73. Steve G4FYF

SRCC NETS

The following is a list of structured nets where members of SRCC meet regularly. They are 
sometimes joined by members of other local clubs, who are always made most welcome. The 
net is not usually led by a nominated controller, but stations normally transmit cyclically, in the 
chronological order in which they sign-in. If any member wishes further occasions and 
frequencies to be added to the table, please let me know at secretary@g3src.org.uk. 
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Band – Frequency - Mode Day of week Start Time

160m – 1.905 kHz - LSB Sunday 9.30 am

10m – 28.078 MHz – JS8 Thursday 10.00 am  Date & Time Tentative

4m – 70.30 MHz - FM Thursday 8.00 pm

6m – 51.55 MHz - FM Tuesday 8.00 pm Now with corrected frequency

2m – 144.6125 MHz – D star Friday 7.30 pm

2m – 145.35 MHz – FM Friday 8.00 pm

Newark HAMFEST 
Friday 27 and Saturday 28 September at Newark & Nottingham Showground, Lincoln 
Road, Newark, NG24 2NY. Further info on: www.nationalhamfest.org.uk/

Maybe a little early notice for some, but understandably so if one is trying to organise 
something. I have received the following email from Mike M1CCF as follows:

I shall be attending the Hamfest in Newark on the FRIDAY and have four seats available in my 
car if members would like to join me. It is an early start both to get there - it takes around 4 
hours - and also to avoid the traffic through the Blackwall Tunnel.
Entry Tickets are £5 on the gate, and usually with a long queue, or £4.50 in advance, which 
jumps the queue, provided we purchase 10

Can I have expressions of interest, please: 1. Car seat and entry 2. Entry ticket only

I am presently looking for INTEREST ONLY, we will go firm nearer the date. Mike M1CCF. 

Contact Mike at M1CCF@talktalk.net 

FUTURE SRCC MEETINGS  

13/05/19 NOTE
Contest Operating Part 1 – VHF by Peter G3ZPB  
with Practical demo of MINOS logging and rotator control.

20/05/19 Fix-it, Move-it-on, Skills and Advice Night, Social Chat

03/06/19
Contest Operating Part 2 – HF by Quin G3WRR using N1MM logging 
program and the RSGB Adjudication Process 

17/06/19 Fix-it, Move-it-on, Skills and Advice Night, Social Chat

01/07/19 Club Construction Project: The VK5TM Noise Canceller

15/07/19 Fix-it, Move-it-on, Skills and Advice Night, Social Chat

05/08/19 Summer Barbecue at QTH G3ZPB in Coulsdon 

19/08/19 Fix-it, Move-it-on, Skills and Advice Night, Social Chat
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02/09/19 TBA

16/09/19 Fix-it, Move-it-on, Skills and Advice Night, Social Chat

07/10/19 Autumn Surplus Equipment Sale

21/10/19 Fix-it, Move-it-on, Skills and Advice Night, Social Chat

04/11/19 Inter-Club Quiz: SRCC, Coulsdon ATS and Sutton & Cheam ARS

18/11/19 Fix-it, Move-it-on, Skills and Advice Night, Social Chat

02/12/19 Construction Contest

16/12/19 Fix-it, Move-it-on, Skills and Advice Night, Pre-Christmas Social 

06/01/20 RSGB Video Evening

20/01/20 Fix-it, Move-it-on, Skills and Advice Night, Social Chat 

February and later All 1st meeetings TBA. May tentative for speaker from UK Six Metre Group 

OTHER LOCAL CLUB MEETINGS 

 
21 May

Bromley & District ARS

Compact HF aerials with Bob Burns G3OOU.

Normal Meetings are held on third Tuesdays 7.30 for 8.00pm @ Victory 
Social Club, Kechill Gardens, Hayes, Bromley, Kent.

Contact Andy G4WGZ on 01689 878089 or enquiries(at)bdars.co.uk. 

Website: www.bdars.co.uk 

13 May

Coulsdon ATS

Construction Evening.

Meetings are held at 8pm on 2nd  Monday each month at 
St. Swithun’s Church Hall,  Grovelands Rd, Purley.

Contact Andy Briers G0KZT on 07729 866600 or secretary@catsradio.org

Website: http://www.catsradio.org/
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09 May 

Sutton & Cheam RS

AGM and Construction Evening.

Meets 8pm on 3rd Thursday every month.  They also run a practical group 
most Monday evenings at the Banstead Scout Hut. 

Contact Chris Howard. email info(at)scrs.org.uk 

Website: http://www.scrs.org.uk/ 

09 May

23 May

Horsham Amateur Radio Club 

Thursday Fox Hunt Evening.

Social at The Fountain Ashurst BN44 3AP.   

Normally meets on the first Thursday of each month at the Guide Hall, 20 
Denne Road, Horsham, West Sussex, RH12 1JF. NRQ TQ172304 at 
20.00hrs local time. Contact Alister Watt G3ZBU at g3zbu(at)hotmail.com 

Website: http://www.harc.org.uk/

 

28 May

Dorking & District Radio Society 

Protecting Earth from the ravages of the Sun by Colin Forsyth.

Meetings at 7.45pm. Contact: David Browning (M6DJB) at 
djb.abraxas(at)btinternet.com. 

Website: http://www.ddrs.org.uk

03 May 

Crystal Palace R&EC

CW Evening and Pixie Test & Maintenance. 

All Saints Church,  Beulah Hill (Normally meets monthly on first Friday). 
Contact: Bob G3OOU 01737 552170 

Website: http://www.g3oou.co.uk

02 May 

16 May 

Cray Valley Radio Society

Data Modes for all Occasions.

Aspidistra by Mike M0FCD.

Meetings at 1st Royal Eltham Scouts HQ, Rear of 61-71 Southend 
Crescent, Eltham, London SE9 2SD

Website: www.cvrs.org

Sign Off. 

Well that is it for the first edition of the new Club year. It would be really good to have more input
from members - particularly data/pictures on what you have worked with what equipment and 
more-so what you have built yourself. 73 from John G8IYS Hon Sec and Newsletter Editor.
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