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EDITOR'S OPENER 

Dear Members & Friends,  

Strictly this item should be titled ACTING EDITOR’S OPENER. In traditional fashion, I am 
opening by greeting all readers and welcoming them to the 923rd edition of the SRCC 
Newsletter – but alas I must follow it with some rather shocking news. Our good friend, Club 
Secretary and Newsletter Editor, John Simkins G8IYS, is at the time of writing in the Intensive 
Care Unit of St. George’s Hospital in Tooting and in a poor state. I received a call from his son 
Gareth around the middle of the month to say that he had unexpectedly collapsed and, 
following diagnosis of a leaking abdominal aneurysm in A&E at Mayday, had been urgently 
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transferred to St. George’s. For non-medically inclined members, this is a ballooning of an 
artery (in this case the aorta) due to weakening of its walls. During initial surgery at St. 
George’s the aneurysm burst. However following a total of three operations his condition was 
stabilised. Clearly this was all a very major hit to his system, and initially John was very, very 
weak and the prognosis was unclear. But during a visit on 20th June he was conscious and 
alert enough to recognise me. The good news is that when I visited him again yesterday (24 th 
June) he seemed (to me as a non-medic) drastically improved and we were able to have a 
rational conversation. But there’s still a long way to go and I’m sure we all wish him best 
wishes for a full recovery. Further info will be passed via the website and at meetings.  
 
Returning to normal life (if one can ever call a radio amateur’s life normal…) June has been a  
busy time for me, with HF (CW) NFD at the beginning of the month followed by submitting the 
entry, drying out of tent and equipment (yes, you’ve guessed – it rained…) then putting stuff 
away. The focus has now moved to preparation for VHF NFD as part of North East Surrey 
Contest Group (NESCG) from our usual site at Warlingham over the weekend of 6 th/7th July. 
This has been a bit more complex than usual as John G8IYS has always been a supplier of 
major parts of the 70cm station. While we are hopeful that  we will be able to go over to John’s 
and pick up the gear, we have to recognise that John’s family are going through a very 
stressful time and may not appreciate non family members raiding the house: accordingly we 
are also working on “Scenario B” in which we make do without his gear. How we ever 
managed before spreadsheets, I can’t imagine! But more of that later - now read on…      
 
73, Quin G3WRR   
 

A REQUEST FROM OUR CHAIRMAN - Contacting SRCC Members 

There are a few SRCC Members who are unintentionally disrupting the system for contacting other 
SRCC Members. Would you all please adhere to the following: 
1> If you have information to circulate to other Club Members, please use the page at 
"https://www.g3src.org.uk/membersblogpage" 
2> If the information is not urgent and you think it might be of interest in the Club Newsletter, then 
also please send it to  "newsletter@g3src.org.uk" 
3> Do NOT send emails to the SRCCMail address; it is strictly for sending out the SRCC 
newsletter, and if you send an email to this address it will be deleted. 
4> Do NOT send emails intended for other Club Members to the "secretary@" address; it is strictly 
for the purpose of sending information to Committee Members. 
5> Do NOT forward emails from other clubs and organisations to Committee Members; if it is 
relevant or important, someone will already have it. 

Thank you.  By adhering to these rules, you will assist in getting the information to the correct 
place by the most efficient method. 

73, Peter G3ZPB 
 
 
NEXT MEETINGS 
 
First (A) meeting: Monday 1st July 2019> Club Construction Project – 
VK5TM noise canceller. Members who have purchased the kits and who are intending 
to assemble them at the meeting are reminded to bring with them the tools they consider 
necessary for the task. 
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VHF NFD:6th – 7th July: Not a meeting per se, but members are reminded that the 
SRCC will be taking part in this important contest as part of North East Surrey Contest 
Group (NESCG) and will be running the 70cm station. Visitors will be most welcome. The 
site is on the B269 Croydon Road running in a South Easterly direction out of Warlingham. 
There is a turning on the right at NGR TQ375578: for those without access to the 
appropriate OS map it’s about 1-2 miles out of Warlingham – and the stations will be easily 
visible from the road anyway! If the gate is locked, please call 07426 099520 to gain access. 
The contest runs from 3pm (clock time) on the Saturday until 3pm on the Sunday, but 
members will be on site from around 3pm clock time on the Friday to set the stations up. 
Hope to see you there!    
 
Second (B) meeting: Monday 15 th July 2019: Fix-it, Skills and Advice Night 
– led by John G8MNY 
 
 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

First (A) meeting: 3rd June – CONTESTING PART 2 by QUIN G3WRR 

The meeting was attended by about 20 members and visitors. The speaker Quin G3WRR opened 

by saying that his presentation was in many respects complementary to the May presentation by 

Peter G3ZPB. The first part of the presentation would provide a description and demonstration of 

the N1MM+ logging program which, unlike MINOS2 as presented by Peter which supports only 

VHF contests, was primarily designed for HF contests (although it does also support VHF 

contests): and the concluding part would consist of a demonstration of the AdjQt adjudication 

software used by the RSGB Contest Support Committee. 

N1MM+  

Quin explained that N1MM+ (successor to the original successful N1MM) is a free program, 

downloadable from the internet, which supports a wide range of features which are regularly 

updated - so many that the evening’s demonstration can be no more than the merest of “tasters”. 

Although it can also be used as a general purpose logging program, N1MM+ was designed 

primarily for contest applications, supporting many contest specific features and a wide range of 

RSGB and other contests – both HF & VHF. As new contests emerge, support for these is built 

into the upgrade cycle. However it also provides a User Defined Contests (UDC) capability which 

allows users to build contests which have not yet been included in the formal build cycle.  

The N1MM+ home page is at https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/ from which drop down menus 

allow access to downloads, documentation, support, hot topics etc. A first installation requires a full 

download which is available from https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/downloads/full-

install/#elf_l1_Lw . Once an initial installation has taken place, further full installs are not (with 

very occasional exceptions) required, and upgrades files for particular builds can be downloaded 

from https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/downloads/latest-updates/#elf_l1_Lw.  

Quin displayed the initial full install page and explained that once the program has been 

downloaded to the user’s computer, double clicking on the .exe file initiates a Setup Wizard which 

steers the user through the installation process and offers options such as where to locate the 

program files, whether a desktop shortcut is required, etc.  Due to time constraints it was not 

possible to demonstrate a full download and installation process at the meeting. So Quin made use 

of the well-known “here’s one I prepared earlier” technique. On first start-up N1MM+ prompts the 

user for station details. Most of this is straightforward stuff (name, postal address, e-mail address, 

https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/downloads/full-install/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/downloads/full-install/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/downloads/full-install/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/downloads/full-install/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/downloads/latest-updates/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/downloads/latest-updates/


 

locator etc.) and some of the rest is non mandatory – but it is a bit fussy about certain items, for 

which it will prompt the user. Key ones for UK entrants are “ARRL Section” (DX), “CQ Zone” (14) 

and “ITU Zone” (27). With that completed, the user is now ready to go! A minimum usable 

configuration involves display of the Entry and Log windows (more windows are optionally 

available – more on this later). The Entry window is, as its name implies, the one into which the 

user enters QSO details. The first action is to select a contest: a wide range is available from a 

drop down menu under the file tab. Once a contest has been selected, the Entry window displays a 

set of fields appropriate for the information to be exchanged in the contest, into which QSO details 

are entered by the user. For example, in a typical HF contest the fields displayed will be callsign / 

RS(T) sent / serial number sent / RS(T) received / serial number received. For a VHF UKAC, in 

addition to these a received locator field will be displayed. Quin demonstrated this by selection of 

different contests. Other features of the Entry window include: 

 display of band and mode in use 

 display of the country (plus beam heading m& other information) to which the entry in the 

callsign field relates (eg. if VE3XYZ is in the callsign field, this will be shown as Canada) 

 a field for pre-programmed messages which are triggered by Function Keys. These are 

user programmable for both phone and CW, and in multi-operator contests can be different 

for each operator. For CW, messages need not simply be text: it is possible to pick up the 

contents of specific fields and assemble them into a complete outgoing message string. 

Thus operation of a single function key could allow an entire transmission – eg. G4ABC TU 

599034 – to be sent automatically by the program. This is a significant boon in reducing 

operator fatigue.  

He then displayed a small number of simulated QSOs, demonstrating the following: 

 operation of the SPACE bar normally causes the program to move the cursor to the next 

field it expects to be filled. However it can also be moved manually from left to right 

between fields, using the TAB key, from right to left using SHIFT/TAB, or by using a mouse 

 once all necessary information has been exchanged, operation of the ENTER key causes 

the QSO to be entered in the log and the details to be displayed in the Log window 

 automatic insertion of the time by the computer 

 automatic incrementing of the serial number to be sent in the next QSO once a QSO has 

been logged 

 prominent display of DUPE in red if the call entered in the callsign field has already been 

worked  

 the generation of CW messages by operation of the function keys. (CW can be generated 

by the computer itself but this can sound slightly “ragged” due to the impact of interrupts on 

the computer’s timing: alternatively - as demonstrated - the messages can be sent in data 

form to an external K1EL Winkey which takes care of the timing and sounds better). 

In addition to the Entry and Log windows, a total of seventeen other optional windows are 

available. These can be selected, positioned and sized by users, allowing them to optimise the 

screen in accordance with their preferences. Some of the more relevant are: 

 score summary 

 list of multipliers / countries worked 

 statistics – a wide range of user selectable (per operator and contest wide) is available 



 

 check list (looking for a match between current contents of callsign field and other 

stations worked in current contest or others) 

 band map (described below). 

Quin went on to describe one very powerful feature of N1MM+…..the ability to link the computer 

and radio (via USB at the computer end and typically RS232 at the radio). A wide selection of rigs 

is supported and can be chosen from a drop down menu which (usually) allows the correct data 

protocols (speed, number of stop bits, etc) to be used. Operation is bilateral. For example, the 

radio continuously updates the computer with its frequency and mode, thus allowing the frequency 

of each contact to be included in the log. And in the opposite direction, information entered in the 

callsign field by the operator allows the mode or frequency of the rig to be changed from the 

keyboard.  

This linkage also enables operation of the band map window referred to above – a particularly 

useful feature. This window provides a pictorial representation of activity on a band. It consists of a 

vertical axis labelled to its left with a range of frequencies from the band to which the receiver is 

tuned. The range of frequencies can be adjusted by the operator in steps between 250 kHz and 

2.5 kHz depending on the resolution required. The frequency to which the receiver is tuned is 

shown by a pointer. The right of the axis is populated by callsigns on the band, by input from the 

DX Cluster (where permitted by the contest rules) or by the operator. The status of different 

callsigns displayed (eg. worked / not worked – multiplier / not worked – no multiplier) is indicated 

by displaying them in different colours. By a mouse click on a displayed callsign, the operator is 

able to move the radio to the frequency of the chosen station to (hopefully) allow it to be worked. 

To avoid the band map becoming over congested, callsigns displayed are timed out and removed 

after a period set by the operator. 

Quin noted that another useful feature offered by N1MM+ is the ability to network computers. This 

was mainly developed to support multi-multi working in big contests such as CQ WW by allowing 

multiple messages to be exchanged between stations (eg.” VK3XYZ will listen for you on 21035 in 

5 minutes” ) and also to allow the various stations comprising the entry to maintain a coherent log. 

He said that he had used the technique in BERU during March and more recently in CW FD: 

although neither of these is (thankfully) a multi-multi contest, it allowed a security copy of the log to 

be maintained in case of failure of the main logging computer (which, although recoverable, did 

happen during CW FD in 2017).  

Quin went on to explain that at the end of the contest, N1MM+ was able to produce and export 

various outputs. Log output is normally produced in Cabrillo format (the preferred RSGB HF 

standard) but outputs in ADIF and .edi format can also be produced. In addition to the log file itself, 

call history files (containing all callsigns worked) and function key definitions can also be generated 

and exported.  

After the beverage break, Quin went on to briefly describe the “other end” of the contest process – 

adjudication, which is, for RSGB contests, the responsibility of the RSGB Contest Support 

Committee of which he is a member. He explained that adjudication is performed on a “computer 

based with human oversight” basis. The software used is the AdjQt program, designed by Mike 

Goodey G0GJV – who also led the design of the MINOS2 logging program described at the May 

meeting. Adjudication is based on the following principles: 

 if all participants submitted logs, every QSO could be cross checked with every other one 

 inevitably this is not so and AdjQt generates a “fabricated log” for each callsign appearing 

in any entered log but for which no log has been submitted. This allows receiving end 



 

errors to be picked up (eg. where the non-entering station appears to have sent a locator 

of IO82AT to all but one of his contacts but IO82AD to the other one, it can be assumed 

that the exception is a receiving end error by an entrant) 

 in the event of a discrepancy between two ends of a QSO, it is normally assumed that the 

sending end is correct but a “reverse UBN” feature exists allowing cases where this may 

not be so to be identified (eg. when a portable station appears to be sometimes sending 

/P and sometimes not)   

 in general the ability of the software to detect logging errors is very good but the fact is 

that the human brain can sometimes pick up errors (typically pattern related ones) that 

software will not 

 accordingly AdjQt presents the adjudicator with, amongst other items things, a list of 

apparent errors for each entrant which he/she can then investigate individually 

 once this is complete, the contest is rescored to ensure all logs  have been scored to the 

same standard 

 following allocation of any certificates or trophies to entrants, a set of draft results in the 

form of a zipped .xml file is sent to the CC website, where it can be reviewed by other CC 

prior before “going public”. 

Quin explained that, in process terms, the adjudicator downloads all the log files for a particular 

contest from the robot to AdjQt which, after reading, parsing and analysing the logs, produces a 

set of tabular information for inspection by the adjudicator. This consists of a set of tabbed pages 

for each entrant an example of which, from a recent 70MHz UAKC session, Quin demonstrated.  

Usually the first page inspected identifies entry errors (such as submitting an entry for a section 

whose power limit was less than that used). Once these have been corrected as necessary, the 

next activity is examination of the Errors page. This shows, for each entrant, all QSOs for which 

the program thinks an error has been made. The adjudicator is able to look at the logs for both 

ends of each “iffy” contact and decide if AdjQt has correctly identified it. The most common types 

of errors identified are incorrect callsigns / RS(T)s / serials / locators, and for these AdjQt is almost 

invariably correct as the data involved is bounded and the decision process deterministic. However 

apparent Not In Log errors, apparent Unique contacts (cases where a particular callsign only 

appears in a single entrant’s log) and contacts with stations who have not entered logs can be 

more tricky to evaluate and can take some time to sort out evaluate individually. Uniques are 

interesting: they do happen – the leading entrants get to be the leaders by working stations other 

entrant’s don’t – but a large proportion turn out to be misread callsigns. For instance, in CW FD a 

few years ago, over 60% of apparent uniques could be tracked back to specific misread callsigns 

and such QSOs are disallowed. 

Quin concluded by noting that considerable debate has taken place over recent years as to 

whether adjudicator intervention should be permitted or whether there should be no such 

intervention, with the software being unequivocally relied upon, largely in the interest of getting 

results out quickly. There is no doubt that this debate will continue!   

73, Quin G3WRR 

 
Second (B) meeting: Monday 18th June: Fix-it, Skills and Advice Night  
 
As usual John G8MNY, supported by a wide range of test equipment was on hand to assist 
with member’s problems. In addition, a small group of members took the opportunity to 



 

discuss preparations for VHF NFD – with particular reference to ad hoc arrangements that 
might be necessary in the absence of John G8IYS.   

 

CHAIRMAN’S BLOG 

The news about John ‘IYS came as a bit of a shock to all of us and I am sure everyone wishes him 

a speedy and full recovery.  It is when someone like John is not around for a while, that you realise 

just how much he does for the Club.  I am sure he would not want any activities to stop just 

because of his absence, so here is my piece for the month…. 

Radio Contesting – one contest result and one new entry to report this month.  The April 2m 

MGM contest results show I finished 15th of 18, which considering my low ERP is about what I 

expected.  Overall, it puts me in 29th position of 37 entries in the Restricted Section so far this year.  

The good news is the Adjudication Report shows zero errors in the log. 

The Contest Entry was for the June 70cms UKAC event.  I logged 44 QSOs with a total score of 

6890 points.  My best DX was with the Isle of Man over a distance of 438km.  The Claimed Score 

table suggests I am about midway in the table; we’ll wait and see. 

Other Radio Activity – The main radio operation during the month was again at Brooklands 

Museum.  The 22nd of June was for “International Museums Weekend” when GB1BM was active 

on 40m for the day.  We had an excellent time, working 120 QSOs and adding 5 new countries to 

the log including Isle of Man and Luxembourg.  We used the SRCC Club’s Icom IC-756Pro running 

approx. 40w into a Heathkit Linear Amplifier producing 400W into a G5RV strung between an oak 

tree and some former Aircraft Access Steps.  All the operators seemed to enjoy the day and are 

looking forward to further activities later in the summer. 

Preparations for VHF NFD – These are now all but complete having undergone some significant 

changes with the absence of a “key player” (John ‘IYS).  Everything that can be, has been tested, 

so now we just hope for some decent weather again and look forward to an enjoyable weekend. 

That’s all for this month, so it’s bye for now.  I look forward to seeing many of you at our next Club 

meeting which is the Noise Canceller construction evening. 

73 and 88, Peter G3ZPB 

 

SRCC LEAGUE TABLE 

Welcome to the results of the May 2019 session of the SRCC League Table. This month there 

were six entries - the same number, and indeed participants, as in April. The May results are as 

follows: 

 
ENTRANT 

HEARD 
DXCC / 

SQUARE 

HEARD 
IN 

CONTEST 

HEARD 
- SRCC 

MEMBER 

WORKED 
DXCC / 

SQUARE 

WORKED 
IN 

CONTEST 

WORKED 
– SRCC 

MEMBER 

POINTS 
 THIS 

MONTH 

G4LZE 29   101  1 243 

G4WGE 45   60 47  212 

G3EUE 2 2  53 45  153 

G3WRR    46 46  138 

G4FYF 1   25  1 53 

G3ZPB    1  1 4 

 



 

The only change in positions this month was Quin G3WRR who moved up from fifth to fourth 

place, assisting Steve G4FYF into fourth place, largely due to a burst of activity in the CW WPX 

contest – mainly as practice for CW FD.  

Time does not permit the usual analysis of entries this month, but it is interesting to note that the 

scores of the three leaders were up by 40% or so. Given the continued lack of sunspots, it is not 

clear why this should be - although it looks as if Colin has been having fun with sporadic E on 6m.  

The cumulative score table is shown below. The only change in overall position is Quin moving up 

one place from fifth to fourth.  

ENTRANT 
JAN 
19 

FEB 
19 

MAR 
19 

APR 
19 

MAY 
19 

JUN 
19 

JUL 
19 

SEP 
19 

OCT 
19 

NOV 
19 

DEC 
19 

TOTAL 

G4LZE 109 134 158 176 243       820 

G4WGE 115 144 126 152 212       749 

G3EUE 111 106 139 99 153       608 

G3WRR 2 27 62 29 138       258 

G4FYF 34 31 66 67 53       251 

G3ZPB 32 46 4 21 4       107 

G7RUX 42           42 

M0LEP 34           34 

 

Hopefully normal service, in terms of a more detailed analysis of results, will be resumed next 

month, but until then best wishes to you all. 

73, Quin G3WRR 

 

SRCC NETS 
 
The following is a list of structured nets on which members of SRCC meet regularly. They are 
sometimes joined by members of other local clubs, who are always made most welcome. The 
net is not usually led by a nominated controller, but stations normally transmit cyclically in the 
chronological order in which they sign in. If any member wishes further occasions and 
frequencies to be added to the table, please let me know at newsletter@g3src.co.uk.   
 

BAND/FREQUENCY/MODE DAY OF WEEK START TIME (clock) 

160m / 1905 kHz / LSB  Sunday 9.30 am 

10m / 28.078 MHz / JS8 Thursday 10.00 am 

4m / 70.30 MHz / FM Thursday 8.00 pm 

6m / 51.55 MHz / FM Tuesday 8.00 pm 

2m / 144.6125 MHz / Dstar Friday 7.30 pm 

2m / 144.35 MHz / FM Friday 8.00 pm 

 
 
 
SRCC MEETINGS – AUGUST AND LATER 
 
05/08/19 Barbecue at G3ZPB QTH in Old Coulsdon 

19/08/19 Fix-it, Skills and Advice Night – G8MNY 

02/09/19 Software Defined Radio – TBA 

16/09/19 Fix-it, Skills and Advice Night – G8MNY 

mailto:newsletter@g3src.co.uk


 

07/10/19 Autumn Surplus Equipment Sale 

21/10/19 Fix-it, Skills and Advice Night – G8MNY 

04/11/19 Inter-Club Quiz: SRCC / CATS / S&CRS  

18/11/19 Fix-it, Skills and Advice Night – G8MNY 

02/12/19 Construction Contest 

16/12/19 Pre-Christmas Social  

06/01/20 Video Evening – selection TBA 

20/01/20 Fix-it, Skills and Advice Night – G8MNY 

 
 
 
THAT’S ALL FOLKS…. 
 
Well, that’s all for this month….. I hope that next month’s Newsletter will be back in the 
capable hands of John G8IYS – but more because that will indicate that he is recovering well 
rather than because I’m desperate to get rid of the task! Very best wishes to you all, and I 
hope to be seeing you at VHF NFD or future Club meetings.  
 
 
73, Quin G3WRR 
 
 
 

Stop Press….. 
 
Latest news about John G8IYS – I’ve just arrived back from visiting John today.  He is making 
exceedingly good progress and has now been moved from I.C.U. into a more general ward.  It 
is obviously going to be some time before he regains his full strength but this is a very 
welcome improvement from last week.  Peter G3ZPB.  
 


