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SRCC Committee 2019/20 
 

Chairman & Club Meetings G3ZPB Peter Burton 01737 551413 
Vice Chairman & Contest Co-ordinator  G3W RR Quin Collier 020 8653 6948  
Hon.Secretary, Fund Raising & Newsletter Editor G8IYS  John Simkins 020 8657 0454  
Treasurer & Membership Records  G4FFY Ray Howells 01732 357474  
Resources and Liaison  G4DDY Maurice Fagg 020 8669 1480  
Committee Member and Events G6JXA Kim Brown 07812 735507  

Committee Member  G4LZE Colin Lugard           07533 174388  
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Publicity G3MCX John Kennedy 020 8688 3322  

Webmaster  (Co-opted)  G4FYF Steve Jones 01424 584143  

 

 

EDITOR'S OPENER 

Dear Members & Friends,  

To quote from Harry Enfield, “only me”….. doing the “Editor’s Opener” item again! Firstly, an 
update on John G8IYS. The news continues to be good. I visited him yesterday (21st August).  
He is continuing to improve and has been out of bed and sitting In a chair for short periods. He 
was showing a lot of interest in what was happening outside the confines of Mayday, and the  
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medics are talking about discharging him to home in the fairly near future, although the exact 
timescale varies according to whom one is talking - but quite soon. In connection with this, the 
hospital people have visited Simkins Towers to see if the environment there is suitable for a 
seriously convalescent patient and have concluded that it is, subject to rehanging one door so 
that it opens outwards. Things may have moved on by the time you read this, so there may be 
a “Stop Press” item appended prior to publication…  
 
On the hobby front (and in my “real life” too) things have been seriously brisk. For instance, I 
have finally managed to fix my Ten-Tec Orion. It had been behaving quirkily, and the suspicion 
was that the battery powering the memory backup needed replacing, so this was done 
and….NO CHANGE. So back onto the shelf with the Orion, with the intention of fixing it “in due 
course” – which in my case means “probably never”. (There are already a Heathkit HW101, 
Eddystone 640 and Kenwood rig whose model number I can’t even remember in that 
category).Then a chance conversation with Alun G4WGE revealed that there are actually two 
batteries – the watch battery type that’s easily accessible, and another one that isn’t, requiring 
removal of the front panel to get to it. 34 screws later there it was. Once the front panel was 
off, it was easy to change. Fortunately it was also easy to get hold of, and cheap at £4 plus a 
few pence. But alas the P&P was around £12 – I think it came from the States and because it 
is a lithium ion battery (remember the trouble with mobile phones and Boeing jets catching 
fire?) they can’t use normal postage and it has to be delivered by courier….and even then the 
battery itself (which is about half the volume of a matchbox) comes in a wrapping about the 
size of a bathroom tile. This one, at least, has not (so far) auto combusted. A simple “unplug 
and replace” job followed by replacement of 33 screws (one having inevitably done a runner) 
and the problem was fixed, and so the Orion is back in the land of the living. The ergonomics 
are nothing like as good as those of the K3, but the audio sounds so much nicer! I guess it’s a 
case of horses for courses….    
 
Anyhow, that’s enough from here, so on to the stuff you actually want to read. Several of the 
items in this month’s Newsletter have a distinctly outdoor feel about them, which is perhaps 
unsurprising given the summer season. So, before autumn sets in and puts an end to that sort 
of thing, read and enjoy!  
 

73, Quin G3WRR  

 

NEXT MEETINGS 

First (A) meeting: Monday 2nd September 2019 – A “video” evening 

We will be showing 2 videos as follows: 

1> "SDR - The station of the future" This is from a lecture given at the RSGB Convention in 
2017. Software Defined Radio is not new but improvements in design and cost reductions mean 
that it is rapidly becoming mainstream technology for discerning radio amateurs. SDR is as much a 
disruptive technology as were the advent of semiconductors or synthesisers. It is said that in five 
years it will no longer be possible to buy a new radio that is not SDR. We look at what SDR offers 
us as radio amateurs and what our stations might look like in a few years' time. 

2> "Tuning in" This is part of a program broadcast by the BBC in their "Arena" series and much of 
it was filmed at the SRCC VHF NFD Site in 1993.  See how many of our current members you can 
spot and how many Silent Keys you recognise. 
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Second (B) meeting: Monday 16 th September 2019: Fix-it, Skills and Advice 
Night – led by John G8MNY 
 
 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

First (A) meeting: 5th August – Annual Barbecue  

Around sixteen members and visitors were present – I have to say “around” because there are 
better things to do at a barbeque than spend your time counting attendees! After many years 
of holding these events at the QTH of Maurice and Prim (G4DDY / G4CCY) in Wallington, this 
year’s was held chez G3ZPB in Old Coulsdon. Despite the fact that Peter had erected his new 
gazebo in case of rain (or so he said… I think he saw it as an opportunity to show it off) the 
weather was dry, albeit a bit overcast and quite cool. There isn’t really a lot that one can really 
say about barbecues – but all the boxes were ticked, e.g. reasonable weather, good company, 
plenty of food (well cooked) and drink…and no punch-ups. The “well cooked” was due to the 
efforts of Peter as host: the picture below shows him at work.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There was also a good deal of backroom work carried out by Peter’s wife Wendy who had 
been busy beforehand preparing potato salad (without which no barbecue would be 
complete), salad, rolls etc. During the event she also produced cups of tea and coffee for 
those who fancied something warm to drink. Many thanks Wendy. And of course many 
thanks are also owed to Maurice and Prim for supporting this event over the years.    
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[Pedants’ corner: it appears that both “barbecue” and “barbeque” are valid spellings of the 
word – so both have been used!]  
 
Second (B) meeting: Monday 19th August: Fix-it, Skills and Advice Night  
 
As usual the evening was well supported and John G8MNY, supported by a wide range of 
test equipment, was on hand to assist with members’ problems.    
 
 
 
VHF NFD – FOLLOW-UP 
 
Before going into detail, first an apology….in the brief summary of VHF NFD in last month’s 
Newsletter I omitted from the list of 70cm operators Andy G0KZT from CATS. In fact Andy took 
the graveyard shift, and as this is after most sensible amateurs have gone to bed, it is always 
a thankless task. We are grateful to him for taking it on !  
 
The results have now been published: overall NESCG was 6th out of 17 in the Restricted 
section, on 6m 5th out of 20, on 4m 11th out of 20, on 2m 6th out of 19, and on 70cm 4th out of 
15. This is a tad disappointing compared with last year’s overall position on 4 th out of 15 in the 
same section, but is probably a consequence of the 2019 conditions being quite a lot worse 
than those in 2018. It is hard to see how we could do better from the current site: to get a 
better result we would have to consider moving to a site nearer the East coast – as the leaders 
do - which would allow a sea path to the continent. For several reasons, but most off all 
inclusivity, there is no intention of doing so! This picture below shows the 70cm station 
(G8IYS/P)  
 
73, Quin G3WRR 
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ANOTHER FOLLOW-UP - IOTA 2019  
 

 
 
Iain G4SGX 
operating 
G4ALE/P in 
2019 RSGB 
IOTA Contest 
from the Isle of 
Wight (EU120)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Last month’s Newsletter contained a brief write-up of the Jolly Jaunt of SRCC members Alun 
G4WGE and Quin G3WRR to the Isle of Wight with the G4ALE/P team to take part in the 
RSGB IOTA Contest. There’s not a lot to add here, but here are a couple of photos of the 
event. The first shows Iain G4SGX operating the run station (Yaesu FT5000) – logging with 
N1MM+ logger and using a K1EL Winkeyer for sending CW. The multiplier station used an 
Elecraft K3 to a 6BTV 5 band vertical about 100m away from the other antennas. The 
second picture (below) shows the crew lined up alongside Iain G4SGX’s camper van. This 
has a 30ft push-up mast built into it (there’s committment to the hobby…). To the top of the 
mast is attached a (very floppy) carbon fibre pole. The antenna (not visible in the picture) is a 
set of 80, 40 & 20m doublets in inverted V configuration with a common feed. A 14AVQ 
vertical was also used for 15m & 10m.      
 
Despite the poor conditions, a total of 2386 logs including all continents except Antarctica 
were received.      
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The crew at 
G4ALE/P in 
IOTA 2019 - 
(left to right, 
Dave G7RAU, 
Hilary (Mrs. 
G3VYI), Mike 
G3VYI, Quin 
G3WRR, Steve 
G4SDM and 
Iain 
G4SGX….Alun 
G4WGE not 
included as he 
was taking the 
picture)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
73, Quin G3WRR 
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ACTIVITY AT MUSEUMS 
 
At a recent Club meeting I had a very interesting chat with one of our regular attendees, 
Paul Beaumont G7VAK. Paul is involved at both Bletchley Park and the Science Museum. 
He is normally at Bletchley Park on the first and third Saturdays of the month in the NRC with 
GB3RS. This does change sometimes due to personal circumstances. Many of us are old enough 
to have a Freedom Pass, there is a direct train from East Croydon once an hour, £17 return using 
the Pass to the outside of Zone 6. The picture taken of the GB1SOE station was on July 6th this 
year. If you are a Member of the RSGB, don’t forget to download a voucher for free entry to 
Bletchley Park before you go. This is easy to do on the RSGB website. 
  
 

 
 
There is also a GCHQ Exhibition at the Science Museum which has been running from the 10th. 
July and will continue until 23rd. February 2020. Paul is officiating at this every Tuesday and 
Wednesday between 1100 and 1600. This is a ticketed event, although free must be applied for 
online on the Science Museum’s webpage: 
                https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/see-and-do/top-secret 
 
John G3MCX 
 
[Editor’s note: those of us “of a certain age” will no doubt recognise the National HRO receiver 
and BC221 frequency meter in the photograph!] 
 
 
 

 

https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/see-and-do/top-secret
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CHAIRMAN’S BLOG 
 
I know I wrote something similar last month but I am writing this as we head into what is expected 

to be a hot and sunny Bank Holiday weekend; I’ll repeat that – a hot and sunny Bank Holiday 

weekend.  We don’t seem to get too many of these so enjoy it while you can! 

Lots of other activities still going on at and around Pound Cottage so not very much radio activity to 

report on. 

I have been very involved in preparing for radio events at Brooklands Museum.  This covers VHF, 

Airband and HF Amateur bands.  We normally use a G5RV dipole style antenna for HF, supported 

at each end with blue-coloured polyprop rope.  As some of these support ropes are semi-

permanent, we thought something less visible and longer lasting would be beneficial.  After some 

research, we decided products from “Mastrant” would suit our purpose.  For those who have not 

encountered Mastrant before, it is a Czech company specialising in Guy ropes, Mast fittings and all 

things related.  In particular, they do a 4mm diameter rope made from polyester that has a 

breaking strain of nearly 1000lbs.  We thought that should be good enough for our purposes, so a 

100m reel was purchased.  Two of the support ropes have now been replaced though we have not 

yet “used them in anger”.  They are certainly a lot less obtrusive and visible than the original blue 

ones. 

I hope all those who came to the Club Barbecue on 5th August enjoyed themselves.  You can’t 

have failed to notice the rather large areas of “non-lawn”.  These were caused by somewhat 

excessive growth of nearby trees which have since been cut back or felled.  Of course, I now have 

an autumn project to re-seed that area.  That is probably the easy part; the much more difficult part 

will be keeping the cats, squirrels and birds away from the area for the six months or so it will take 

for the grass seed to become established.  I can see me having to build a cage-like structure with 

both large-size netting (for support) and small size netting (for protection). 

We are sorry, some members still received more than one Club Newsletter last month.  We are still 

“getting to grips” with the new system and we are quietly confident that you will all receive one and 

only one copy this month. 

So it’s bye for this month.  I look forward to seeing lots of you at the main September Meeting 

which will be a Video evening to include an excellent one on SDR. 

73 and 88, Peter G3ZPB 

 

 

GX3WIM WIMBLEDON & DISTRICT ARS SUMMER CAMP 2019 by G8MNY 

 

I got there at 08:00 on a wet Saturday morning after a week of assembling kit & careful packing the 

tons of kit in my old Van. Andy G4ADM was already there in his caravan, I did not disturb him. As 

usual I found my parking spot by laying out the 80m dipole & levelled up the van. I then still in the 

wet set about unpacking & setting up the Van awning & aerials, laid the 2 carpets, put in the heavy 

120AH 12V battery for the PA & placed the operating table & cooking table stack in place with its 

minimum shack footprint. Once the 1st level of kit was wired up 6m 4CX250B PA, FT690R Rig, 

BHI LS & pre-driver PA, HF PSU, IC735 & small ATU, Autocaller, BHI LS. Then the shelf went in 

with a bendy Lamp, LS, ATU, & Rotator controller. 
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When Steve M0PEL & Damien 2E0EUI arrived & it was a bit drier, we put out the 44ft mast with a 

26ft gin pole & erected it OK. Then lowered it onto an A frame & added the up-rated Mosley TH33 

HF Tribander, a 6el 5m beam, a VHF Triband colinear, all with UR67/WF102 coax, not forgetting 

the 2 halyards for the HF wires. The aerials were RF tested on the ground with an MFJ analyser. 

The 3 aerials & coax load was quite heavy to lift with the gin pole & a pulley, but it was quite stable. 

The last few feet of the back guys were manually payed out, to reduce mast shock when it all went 

vertical. The mast was then lifted onto the rotator & direction calibrated. So time to break for lunch 

& liquid refreshment on this damp day. 

 

Next came the 3 catapult jobs for 80m dipole @ 45ft for BT net  at 10:00AM Sunday, the 40m 

dipole @ 30ft was thrown up as height was lower for its best match. A long wire (50m) @ 50ft for 

the Sunday morning 160m SRCC net @ 9:30. At 17:30 I started preparing a well-deserved 

evening dinner & then some HF working & VHF FM 3 band shack set up with Steve's Wouxun rig 

in the centre of my Van. At the rear of the Van was my QRP 2m packet system running into van's 

passenger side 7/8. 

 

All the Sunday nets went well with really low noise floor. On the Monday when the wind was low, 

we set up the 2m SSB aerial mast a 9el Tonna @ 54ft on my light weight "String Wonder" mast 

with its 12V rotator. Rig was old TS700G & 200W 12V TONO PA. all in the middle of the Van with 

the FM. 

 

I used 3 petrol generators, a small 500W 4 stroke Honda, a 1kW 4 stoke & my old 2.3kW 4  stroke, 

for when I was running multiband. We used 19 gals in all. As planned the small gennies would 

each run the T500M 400W transistor 12V HF amp (75A) OK,  with rig all on 120AH floated battery. 

 

Damien 2E0EUI camped all week except 1 day he had family commitments. Kim G6JXA camped 

several nights. Messing awning & bench camp seats set up. Clark army 10m mast had 4m colinear 

& 80/40m trapped inverted V. 20m & 40m 1/4 waves verticals withe radials. 4M rig was an 30W 

Ascom in the rear of the Van. Gareth G4XAT showed with his "new" old camper & tested Osca 100 

& made some HF aerials. Switching options was set up between 80m, 40m & 20m aerials & 

proved quite interesting with the larger aerials winning on most QSOs. As usual the site's HF noise 

floor was very low & a preamp could be used on 80m to give only S2 level! Wx was wet & windy 

Tuesday, but often warm sunny most of the week. 

 

I left the site by 16:30 Sunday, after the site take down & van pack, & home 

I had Sunday roast dinner & well needed bath! 

 

My SUSY RADIO went off air on the 1st day but was sorted by others with just 

phone calls (power on?).  Operating was done by G8MNY, G6JXA, M0PEL, 2E0EUI, G4ADM, 

G0KRT, G4WNT, & G6DTW often till 02:00hrs! With our QRO & special event club station, long 

pile ups are normal, most nights were good for stateside on 20m & 1 night was huge on 80m. In all 

there were 9 members & 15 visitors visited at the camp. From the logs: 

160m with 30W/400W had 19 contacts with DX to CT DL EA 

80m with 400W saw 232 with DX to DL EI F GM GD GI I PA OE OM R SA SP OZ VO 

Canada & Moscow & a /MM 

40m saw 133 Dx 4X 9A 9H CT DL EA EI F GI GM I LB LX OE OH OK ON OZ PA R SA 

SP TM UY VK. 
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20m saw 376 Dx 4X 7X 9H 9Z 5C A CN CT EA EI ER ES DL F HA HZ I K LA LY LZ N 

OD OE OH OM OZ PA R S51 S53 SA SM SP SV SX TK UR VE W XE XQ YO YT YU Z35 Z62 

10m saw 9 contacts DX E7 EA I 

6m with 250W we had 3 contacts 1 sporadic E event DX to HA 

4m with 25W end fed dipole @ 10m saw 7 G QSOs 

2m with 50W FM to colinear @ 14m / 200W SSB to 9el @ 54' saw 21 G QSOs. 

70cms 40W FM Just 2 QSO. 

 

73 de John G8MNY 

Some photos from the camp follow: 

 

Station set-up 

provided by John 

G8MNY 
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Kim G6JXA and 

John G8MNY 

modelling the latest 

line in Field Day 

clothing… 
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Antennas under 

an angry sky 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OVERSEAS OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUNGSTERS 
 
Many thanks to Mike M1CCF for drawing the following to our attention. Any younger 
members or members who have friends / relatives of a suitable age who might be interested 
may wish to follow this up.  
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Radio amateur adventure weekend of Western Slavs 

When?  from 27.9. to 29.9.2019 
 
Where? www.vyhlidka-blansko.cz 
 
Why? Do you want your youngsters to experience the unforgettable magic of amateur radio? Send them to the Czech 
Radio Club for the weekend! They get to know new friends and get to know what radio and electronics are and how it 
works. We tell him about radio broadcasting and it’s up to them if they’ll use this new information and skill in their next 
lives. These days it’s an easily available hobby that a lot of kids dream about. Your youngster will develop a totally new 
view on computers, mobile phones and all the modern electronics.  We welcome both girls and boys from 10 to 25 
years old. 
 
How much does it cost? Since the IARU and the CRK financially support the event, the participation fee is 500 Kč 
(Czech currency) – we offer accommodation, catering, drinks and professional lectures. 
 
Where can somebody register? Send an e-mail to crk@crk.cz with request for registration form. Keep in mind that 
we only have 30 seats. 

Note: This is an edited English translation of the Czech version, which can be found on the Český 
Radioklub homepage 

 

SRCC LEAGUE TABLE – JULY 2019 

The number of entrants for July was back up to six (the usual suspects) but two of those were null 

entries! The results are as follows: 

 
ENTRANT 

HEARD 
DXCC / 
SQUARE 

HEARD 
IN 
CONTEST 

HEARD 
- SRCC 
MEMBER 

WORKED 
DXCC / 
SQUARE 

WORKED 
IN 
CONTEST 

WORKED 
– SRCC 
MEMBER 

POINTS 
 THIS 
MONTH 

G4LZE 30   135  1 300 

G4WGE    41 33  115 

G4FYF    40  1 80 

G3EUE    23 17 1 63 

G3ZPB       0 

G3WRR       0 

 

This month’s winner is again Colin G4LZE, followed by Alun G4WGE – a non-entrant last month -  

with Steve G4FYF moving up one place to third and Ted G3EUE coming in fourth. Quin G3WRR 

again brings up the rear with a null placeholder entry, where he is joined this month by Peter 

G3ZPB. Quin promises to put in an entry for August….  

Colin’s score was a mixture of HF and VHF, as usual all on FT8 with the exception on one QSO 

using JS8 (the conversational version of FT8) with Peter G3ZPB. 75% of his HF contacts were on 

40m with a further 14% on 20m, plus 4 QSOs on 10m. As a result of the poor conditions, 85% of 

his QSOs were with Europe. Nevertheless he again managed to work all continents except 

Antarctica, including an impressive VK7 (Tasmania) on 40m. And despite the fact that July is 

towards the end of the sporadic E season Colin also managed to work 77 big squares on 6m, from 

IM76 to KP04. Alun’s scoring contacts were all HF, mostly on CW with a handful on FT8. 40% of 

his QSOs took place on 20m, but there was at least one on all HF bands except 24MHz. Again 

http://www.vyhlidka-blansko.cz/
mailto:crk@crk.cz
http://www.crk.cz/CZ
http://www.crk.cz/CZ
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these were mainly Europeans but included all continents except Oceania and Antarctica. Steve’s 

contacts were mainly HF and European, but included one African station. One interesting contact 

was LM450C which sounded to me like the designation of an IC from the 70s/80s but was in fact a 

Norwegian special commemorative call ! Steve also had two sporadic E contacts on 6m – CT1 

(Portugal) and IZ (Italy). He mentioned that these took place on an apparently dead band – 

another example of the lesson that if everybody listens and never transmits, we’ll never known 

when the bands are open….a lesson there for me certainly! Ted’s attention has been elsewhere, 

with visitors from Australia and a holiday in Wales but he still managed to put in an entry. As usual 

all his QSOs were on HF CW and all within Europe with the exception of a W7 Maritime Mobile. 

With the exception of two QSOs on 10m, the bands used were not stated but looking at the spread 

of destinations, 20m looks likely.  

The cumulative score table is shown below. There is no change in overall positions since last 

month, with Colin G4LZE retaining his place at the top.  

ENTRANT 
JAN 
19 

FEB 
19 

MAR 
19 

APR 
19 

MAY 
19 

JUN 
19 

JUL 
19 

SEP 
19 

OCT 
19 

NOV 
19 

DEC 
19 

TOTAL 

G4LZE 109 134 158 176 243 335 300     1455 

G4WGE 115 144 126 152 212  115     864 

G3EUE 111 106 139 99 153 80 63     751 

G4FYF 34 31 66 67 53 48 80     379 

G3WRR 2 27 62 29 138 0 0     258 

G3ZPB 32 46 4 21 4 24 0     131 

G7RUX 42           42 

M0LEP 34           34 

 

73, Quin G3WRR 

 

SRCC NETS 
 
The following is a list of structured nets on which members of SRCC meet regularly. They are 
sometimes joined by members of other local clubs, who are always made most welcome. The 
net is not usually led by a nominated controller, but stations normally transmit cyclically in the 
chronological order in which they sign in. If any member wishes further occasions and 
frequencies to be added to the table, please let me know at secretary@g3src.org.uk .  
 

BAND/FREQUENCY/MODE DAY OF WEEK START TIME (clock) 

160m / 1905 kHz / LSB  Sunday 9.30 am 

10m / 28.078 MHz / JS8 Thursday 10.00 am 

4m / 70.30 MHz / FM Thursday 8.00 pm 

6m / 51.55 MHz / FM Tuesday 8.00 pm 

2m / 144.6125 MHz / Dstar Friday 7.30 pm 

2m / 144.35 MHz / FM Friday 8.00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:secretary@g3src.org.uk
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SRCC MEETINGS – SEPTEMBER TO END OF YEAR 
 
02/09/19 Video Evening 

16/09/19 Fix-it, Skills and Advice Night – G8MNY 

07/10/19 Autumn Surplus Equipment Sale 

21/10/19 Fix-it, Skills and Advice Night – G8MNY 

04/11/19 Inter-Club Quiz: SRCC / CATS / S&CRS  

18/11/19 Fix-it, Skills and Advice Night – G8MNY 

02/12/19 Construction Contest 

16/12/19 Pre-Christmas Social  

 
 
 
THAT’S ALL FOLKS…. 
 
Well, that’s all for another month – I won’t be at the September A meeting (annual family 
holiday) but hope to be seeing you at subsequent meetings.  
 
 
73, Quin G3WRR 
 


