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SRCC Committee 2019/20 
 

Chairman & Club Meetings G3ZPB Peter Burton 01737 551413 
Vice Chairman & Contest Co-ordinator  G3WRR Quin Collier 020 8653 6948  
Hon.Secretary, Fund Raising & Newsletter Editor G8IYS  John Simkins 020 8657 0454  
Treasurer & Membership Records  G4FFY Ray Howells 01732 357474  
Resources and Liaison  G4DDY Maurice Fagg 020 8669 1480  
Committee Member and Events G6JXA Kim Brown 07812 735507  

Committee Member  G4LZE Colin Lugard           07533 174388  
0 0 7 5 3 3  
1 7 4 3 8 8  

Publicity  G3MCX John Kennedy 020 8688 3322  

Webmaster  (Co-opted)  G4FYF Steve Jones 01424 584143  

 

 

EDITOR'S OPENER 

Dear Members & Friends,  

I’m hoping that John G8IYS will soon be able to resume his role as Newsletter Editor but, for 
this month at least, it’s me again! While on the subject of John, I visited him in Mayday on 19th 
September. He was mentally as sharp as on my previous visit, but this time it was 
accompanied by a greater degree of liveliness and motivation, together with a greater level of 
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physical mobility….that morning he had walked to the end of the ward and back using a 
Zimmer frame. And although he is not yet well enough to be discharged back to Simkins 
Towers, the hospital folks are looking at temporarily moving him to a nursing home as a kind of 
halfway house, Things may have progressed by the time you read this, so there may be a 
“Stop Press” item appended prior to publication…. 
 
After last month’s Newsletter which included quite a number of items on trips to the great 
outdoors there are none this month, which reflects the onset of autumn. When we left for our 
annual family week in the Deep South West at the very end of August it was still summery, but 
by our return things were starting to feel a bit autumnal. Ah well, let’s make the most of what is 
left!  
 
Life here this month has been a bit thin on the amateur radio front as a quarter of it was spent 
sunning myself (I wish….more truthfully spent chasing around after 5 year old 
granddaughter…) in Exmouth. However I have finally got around to rebuilding my 6m Moxon 
beam, taking the opportunity to strengthen it and enhance its capability by using the frame to 
support wire elements for either 6m or 4m, which are clipped onto the frame and tensioned 
using knicker elastic. Quite a neat trick as it avoids the need for two completely separate 
antennas. I used the 4m version in the RSGB 70MHz AFS contest during September on behalf 
of the club and made 32 contacts…..hardly a towering score, but all points is good points! It is 
tempting to enter the antenna for the Construction Contest on 2nd December (notice the subtle 
plug there…). But as is usual with technology from WRR Enterprises plc the build quality is 
dire (much of the hardware – in particular the the square section plastic drainpipe used as a 
boom – has holes and saw marks from at least two previous antenna projects)…but we shall 
see!       
 
So, on to the interesting bits of the October issue….  
 

73, Quin G3WRR  

 

NEXT MEETINGS 

First (A) meeting: Monday 7th October 2019 – Autumn Surplus Equipment 
Sale 

The October A meeting is the autumn Surplus Equipment Sale. A few points for the guidance of 

sellers and buyers follow: 

1. This meeting will be held in room 7 rather than the Sandison Room.   

2. It is very helpful for sellers to be in the meeting room by 7:30pm and to bring good quality 

saleable stuff – no “rubbish” please – although, like beauty, what constitutes rubbish and 

what constitutes high quality gear is in the eye of the beholder! 

3. All members and visitors whom they have brought along must sign the attendance book and 

all must be conversant with the rules. 

4. It should be noted that the club accepts no responsibility for goods sold at this private sale, 

and the purchasers buy on the understanding that they are capable of determining the 

usability, fitness for purpose and SAFETY of goods obtained 

5. The following also apply: 

• only SRCC members are permitted to sell 

• all items not donated for the benefit of the Club must be marked with the name or 
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callsign of the vendor, a brief description and details of any reserve price 

• bids shall start at 50p and increment in steps of 50p up to £10 and £1 steps thereafter – 

unless determined otherwise by the auctioneer 

• the auctioneer, in his sole discretion, will determine what constitutes an acceptable bid 

• sellers will not be paid until all buyers have settled up 

• the club levies 15% commission on all commission sales 

• please do not obstruct the doorway, facilitating escape in case of fire 

• the school is a NO SMOKING area. 

Our usual auctioneer Gareth G4XAT is not available on this occasion, so Quin G3WRR will be 

stepping into the gap. As this is his first bash at auctioneering, he asks for members to be kind to 

him……  

 
Second (B) meeting: Monday 21st October 2019: Fix-it, Skills and Advice 
Night – led by John G8MNY 
 
 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

First (A) meeting: 2nd September– Video evening.  

Although the exact number of attendees was not recorded, it was well attended for a meeting 
held during the holiday season. Both videos were well received – the one of the 1993 BBC 
“Arena” program resulting in some hilarity at the appearance of a number of SRCC members 
(including G6LX, G3TB, G3BFP, G8IYS and G4WYJ) as they looked 26 years ago! 
 
 
Second (B) meeting: Monday 19th August: Fix-it, Skills and Advice Night  
 
As usual the evening was well supported and John G8MNY, supported by a wide range of 
test equipment, was on hand to assist with members’ problems.    
 
 
 
CHAIRMAN’S BLOG 
 
To continue the weather theme of the last couple of months….that’s summer finished!!! 

Still not much radio activity to report on here except to say that I have bought one of the new(ish) 

DMR + FM handhelds model MD-UV380.  After one-or-two “false starts”, I now have it 

programmed with all the DMR and Analogue repeater channels currently in use in the southeast 

plus a few simplex channels.  It is somewhat uncanny listening to the local repeater and hearing 

people well outside the normal coverage area talking to each other.  I haven’t got to grips with all 

the settings for DMR Repeater operation yet – it’s a steep learning curve. 

Anyone who is bored should take a leaf out of my book (or perhaps I should say “my diary”) …. 

During a ten-day period I have just been to Barnet (twice), stayed in Farnham for a couple of 

nights, Brooklands Museum, Southampton (boat show), Wallington and Shirley (Club 

meeting)….not much chance of me getting bored anytime soon?? 

A really short epistle from me this month so it’s bye for now.  I will be away for the Club Sale on 7th 

so Ray ‘FFY will be looking after the money side.  I hope it all goes well and look forward to seeing 
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lots of you later in the month. 

73 and 88, Peter G3ZPB 

 

POSSIBLE PURCHASE OF A NEW RIG FOR CLUB USE 

The Committee is seriously considering the purchase of a new VHF transceiver. This could be 
used at Club Nights to put a station on-the-air, external Club Events and/or could be borrowed by 
members for short periods. The current preferred option is the new ICOM IC-9700 plus Tri-band 
Antenna. As many of you know, the IC-9700 is a multi-mode rig covering 2m, 70cms and 23cms. 
This means it can be used by all classes of licence-holder. It is comparatively easy to learn to use 
having normal controls for Volume, RF Gain/Squelch, Tuning and PTT. There is then a “touch-
screen” for most other functions including Band-change (touch the MHz part of the display) and 
Mode (touch the displayed Mode). It combines this simple mode of operation with a very wide list 
of advanced features including a Spectrum Scope, D-STAR Operation, built-in receiver 
preamplifiers, Speech Compressor, adjustable Filter widths etc., etc. The Club already owns a high 
quality HF transceiver (Icom IC-756Pro) but not an equivalent set to cover 2m or above.  

The purchase would be funded entirely from existing Club Funds.  We recently received a donation 
of £1000 which was intended to be spent on a piece of equipment rather than just go into "Club 
Funds".  We have also raised well over £1000 during the past 2 years from "Surplus Equipment 
Sales". 
 
This has been discussed at two Club meetings but the Committee would welcome any further 
thoughts before making a final decision. Please go to the website 
at  https://www.g3src.org.uk/new-srcc-rig/   to comment and/or read other comments. 

73, Peter G3ZPB 

 

SOMETHING A BIT DIFFERENT…. 

 
Here’s an event that offers something a bit out of the ordinary, and at the same time provides an  
opportunity for bringing newcomers into the hobby. Members will be  aware that the 5MHz 
amateur band is shared with other users, including the RAF Air Cadets  organisation. One of the 
skills encouraged by the Air Cadets is radio operating, and as part of  one of their radio exercises 
over the weekend of 12 th / 13th October arrangements have been made - under the banner 
Exercise Blue Ham – for air cadet stations and amateurs to make contacts with each other on 
the shared frequencies within the 5MHz band. Details are given in  the following URLs: 

https://alphacharlie.org.uk/exercise-blue-ham/ 

https://rsgb.org/main/blog/news/gb2rs/special-events/2019/03/15/special-events-news-17-march-

2019/ 

The former is written from the Air Cadets perspective and the latter, by the RSGB, provides an 
amateur radio slant on it. Although the RSGB site relates to an earlier Blue Ham event in March 
this year, the essence of the information is the same. 

The Air Cadets organisation is a very worthwhile one providing youth activities which I support – 

https://www.g3src.org.uk/new-srcc-rig/
https://alphacharlie.org.uk/exercise-blue-ham/
https://rsgb.org/main/blog/news/gb2rs/special-events/2019/03/15/special-events-news-17-march-2019/
https://rsgb.org/main/blog/news/gb2rs/special-events/2019/03/15/special-events-news-17-march-2019/
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not just because my son Guy is a Flight Sergeant within it, but because in addition to being a lot 

of fun, it provides an opportunity for youngsters to develop useful skills and a sense of 

responsibility in preparation for the adult world. And if we can encourage any of the cadets to 

transition into amateur radio, that’s a double win! 

I’m hoping to take part myself and I would encourage other SRCC members to consider doing 

the same. 

73, Quin G3WRR 

  

AMATEUR RADIO AT BROOKLANDS MUSEUM  

The volunteers of the Brooklands Wireless Communications Collection are planning to operate the 
Museum's special Amateur Radio Callsign (GB1BM) to commemorate the 101st anniversary of the 
ending of hostilities of the First World War. 
 
Date - Saturday 9th November 2019. 
Location - the "Finishing Straight",  Brooklands Museum,  Brooklands Road, Weybridge, Surrey,  
KT13 0QN.  
Operation - we will aim at contacting 101 other radio stations using a single frequency/channel. 

The reason for 101 is that it is 101 years since 11/11/1918. And operating on a single frequency is 
because most radio equipment in use in 1918 was only capable of operating on a single frequency 
or channel. 

Radio Amateurs can assist in two ways - work the station on the air (GB1BM will probably be 
working in the 40m band and the actual operating frequency will be shown live on "hrdlog.net"). 

The second way is come and see the station at the Museum between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. (normal 
entry fees apply). 

73, Peter G3ZPB 

 

SRCC LEAGUE TABLE – AUGUST 2019 

The number of entrants for August was up by one to seven, including one which was a null entry! 

The results are as follows: 

 
ENTRANT 

HEARD 
DXCC / 

SQUARE 

HEARD 
IN 

CONTEST 

HEARD 
- SRCC 

MEMBER 

WORKED 
DXCC / 

SQUARE 

WORKED 
IN 

CONTEST 

WORKED 
– SRCC 

MEMBER 

POINTS 
THIS 

MONTH 

G4LZE 12   112   236 

G4WGE    67   134 

G4FYF    28  1 58 

G3WRR 35  1    36 

G3EUE 6   5 2  18 

M0LEP    6   12 

G3ZPB       0 
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The leading three stations this month are the same as in July, viz. first place Colin G4LZE, second 

place Alun G4WGE and third place Steve G4FYF. In fourth place is Quin G3WRR (following null 

entries in June & July) followed by Ted G3EUE, followed by a welcome re-entry from Rick M0LEP  

(whose previous 2 months’ entries were not posted, having apparently fallen into a black hole). 

Bringing up the rear is Peter G3ZPB, whose other activities have had to take priority, necessitating 

a null placeholder entry.  

Colin’s score was as usual a mixture of HF and VHF, and all on FT8. His HF contacts were pretty 

evenly balanced between 40m and 20m apart from four on 10m. As a result of the continuing poor 

conditions, 75% of his QSOs were with Europe with a sprinkling from Asia, North America, South 

America and Africa. His 6m log shows distances that one would associate with sporadic E 

(2828km to EA8 (Canaries) and 2034km to OH (Finland) being the best) but traditional wisdom is 

that August is rather late for the sporadic E season. So maybe some of these contacts were on 

extended tropo – or alternatively it was the ability of FT8 to get on with it without human 

intervention demonstrating the phenomenon that there are stations to work if somebody goes 

ahead and transmits!  

Alun’s scoring contacts were all on HF, using a mixture of FT8 & FT4. “FT what?” I hear you asking 

(as I did). Well, it’s an experimental data mode based on FT8, but 2.5 times as fast (making it 

similar in speed to RTTY) and optimised for contesting. For more information, see 

http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/FT4_Protocol.pdf . 46% of Alun’s contacts were on 20m, a 

further 37% spread fairly evenly between 30m, 17m and 12m with the rest (a handful) on 80m, 

60m & 40m. Again, the majority (73%) were with European stations followed in decreasing 

numbers by North America, Asia, Africa and South America. Best DX were VP8 (Falklands – or 

Las Malvinas if you’re Argentinian) on 20m and JA (Japan) on 30m.     

Steve’s contacts were also all HF, once again mostly (81%) European but also 3 Asians and one 

African. 

Quin actually had no contacts because his auto ATU had a problem (now fixed), but did a bit of 

listening on his repaired Ten-Tec Orion. All bar one of the stations heard were on CW and perhaps 

surprisingly 46% were on the bands above 20m. However all were European except for a handful 

in Asia, North America and South America.  

Ted’s time for radio was limited by visitors from Tasmania but he managed a number of contacts 

and stations heard. These were all within Europe except for one Asiatic Russian and took place on 

30m, 20m, 15m & 10m. He promises to try harder next month! 

Having had overseas visitors for most of the month, Rick’s operating time was limited to a bit of 

SOTA chasing, but he managed a number of European contacts on HF and a couple of squares 

on VHF FM.  

The cumulative score table is shown below. There is no change in overall positions since last 

month, with Colin G4LZE retaining his place at the top.  

No sign of cycle 25 giving us any sunspots yet. Rather depressingly the solar flux number (which is 

closely correlated with the sunspot number and much easier to measure – especially when it’s 

cloudy…) has been “bumping along the bottom” for a long while now at a value of 68, which is 

almost the lowest value achievable…every day I look at the website (http://www.solarham.net/ - 

always an interesting read) in the hope of a recovery but no signs yet. Let’s hope we’re not 

heading for another Maunder Minimum! 

  

http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/FT4_Protocol.pdf
http://www.solarham.net/
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ENTRANT 
JAN 
19 

FEB 
19 

MAR 
19 

APR 
19 

MAY 
19 

JUN 
19 

JUL 
19 

AUG 
19 

SEP 
19 

OCT 
19 

NOV 
19 

DEC 
19 

TOTAL 

G4LZE 109 134 158 176 243 335 300 236     1691 

G4WGE 115 144 126 152 212  115 134     998 

G3EUE 111 106 139 99 153 80 63 18     769 

G4FYF 34 31 66 67 53 48 80 58     437 

G3WRR 2 27 62 29 138 0 0 36     294 

G3ZPB 32 46 4 21 4 24 0 0     131 

M0LEP 34       12     46 

G7RUX 42            42 

 

73, Quin G3WRR 

 

SRCC NETS 
 
The following is a list of structured nets on which members of SRCC meet regularly. They are 
sometimes joined by members of other local clubs, who are always made most welcome. The 
net is not usually led by a nominated controller, but stations normally transmit cyclically in the 
chronological order in which they sign in. If any member wishes further occasions and 
frequencies to be added to the table, please let me know at secretary@g3src.org.uk .  
 

BAND/FREQUENCY/MODE DAY OF WEEK START TIME (clock) 

160m / 1905 kHz / LSB  Sunday 9.30 am 

10m / 28.078 MHz / JS8 Thursday 10.00 am 

4m / 70.30 MHz / FM Thursday 8.00 pm 

6m / 51.55 MHz / FM Tuesday 8.00 pm 

2m / 144.6125 MHz / Dstar Friday 7.30 pm 

2m / 144.35 MHz / FM Friday 8.00 pm 

 
 
 
SRCC MEETINGS – SEPTEMBER TO END OF YEAR 
 
07/10/19 Autumn Surplus Equipment Sale 

21/10/19 Fix-it, Skills and Advice Night – G8MNY 

04/11/19 Inter-Club Quiz: SRCC / CATS / S&CRS  

18/11/19 Fix-it, Skills and Advice Night – G8MNY 

02/12/19 Construction Contest 

16/12/19 Pre-Christmas Social  

 
 
 
THAT’S ALL FOLKS…. 
 
Well, that’s all for another month – hope to see you with lots of delectable goodies to sell at 
the Surplus Equipment Sale!                                                                         
 
 
73, Quin G3WRR 

mailto:secretary@g3src.org.uk

