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SRCC Committee 2019/20 
 

Chairman & Club Meetings G3ZPB Peter Burton 01737 551413 
Vice Chairman & Contest Co-ordinator  G3WRR Quin Collier 020 8653 6948  
Hon.Secretary, Fund Raising & Newsletter Editor G8IYS  John Simkins 020 8657 0454  
Treasurer & Membership Records  G4FFY Ray Howells 01732 357474  
Resources and Liaison  G4DDY Maurice Fagg 020 8669 1480  
Committee Member and Events G6JXA Kim Brown 07812 735507  

Committee Member  G4LZE Colin Lugard           07533 174388  
0 0 7 5 3 3  
1 7 4 3 8 8  

Publicity  G3MCX John Kennedy 020 8688 3322  

Webmaster  (Co-opted)  G4FYF Steve Jones 01424 584143  

 

EDITOR'S OPENER 

Dear Members & Friends,  

First, an update on the condition of our Secretary John G8IYS. John is still in the nursing home 
in Kenley recuperating, but his recovery has proceeded apace since being out of hospital. This 
is not a “poke in the eye” for Mayday (sorry, Croydon University Hospital) – but once a certain 
level of recovery has been achieved, the more personal attention that it is possible to provide 
in a nursing home is a more conducive environment for improvement than even the best run 
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hospital. I have seen him two or three times since the last Newsletter and last time he was 
sitting up on his bed doing “computer stuff” which is a big step forward . He was talking about 
going home around the end of the first week in December, but I’m not clear exactly what the 
current position is – but the fact that he and the staff are talking about dates has to be a very 
positive sign.  
 
Here at Mission Control Norwood, amateur radio activity has been split between doing RSGB 
Contest Support Committee work and preparing for the CQ WW CW DX Contest. I had 
decided to try and build a small beam – the last time I (briefly) had an HF beam up here was in 
around 1977 - and thought that this time I would build a Moxon (named after the late Les 
Moxon G6XN) for 15m. In fact on detailed examination, the length of the elements was only 
about 2.5 ft less than width of the plot so I chickened out and decided to go for 10m instead to 
try the design out. This was going to be a gamble given the state of the sunspots at present, 
but I was hopeful that there would be stations to work, on the “activity begets activity” principle. 
CQWW also presents a good opportunity for picking up countries (useful with an eye on the 
November League Table…) as quite a large number of stations make trips to exotic parts of 
the globe. This makes them attractive contacts in a contest in which the score is based on 
multipliers of country and zone. Physically the beam was based on distinctly un-antenna-like 
technology. The antenna elements themselves were made from wire, supported by a frame 
with a boom made from 2.5 inch square plastic gutter downpipe, and element supports made 
from 1” angle aluminium with extenders of 1” square plastic conduit. (If this doesn’t make 
sense on the printed page, its little brother for 6m & 4m will probably be entered in the 
Construction Contest as an exercise in how not to build antennas…). All went well until 
erection time….while mounting the antenna on the 20ft scaffolding mast, it became necessary 
to raise the mast a couple of feet further than expected to accommodate the length of the 
boom and allow me to get both U bolts onto the mast. While doing so the antenna fell off the 
mast, landing on a rotary clothes line and buckling the angle aluminium. Trying to straighten 
this out, the ally snapped at what I knew was a point of weakness, but had thought would be 
up to the job. The result is shown below….. 
 

Hum ho, lesson learnt…. After a 
stream of fluent Anglo Saxon and a 
soothing cup of tea I erected an 
inverted V for 15m. This actually 
proved to be fortunate as 10m proved 
to be seriously dead most of the time. 
Only 3 contacts were made on that 
band – but surprisingly one of those 
was with ZD7W on St Helena in the 
south Atlantic (historical note…St. 
Helena is where Napoleon Bonaparte 
was exiled - after escaping from Elba -  
and subsequently died). However 15m 
was in reasonable shape and I 
managed a total of 31 countries and 
78 contacts, This can be contrasted by 

the (admittedly multi-multi) log of M6T in Suffolk, which contained 10304 contacts. Ah well, my 
excuse is that I was country chasing!   
 
 Anyhow, now on to the stuff you actually want to read…..      
 
  73, Quin G3WRR 
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NEXT MEETINGS 

First (A) meeting: Monday 2nd December 2019 – Construction Contest  

The December A meeting is the annual Construction Contest. Members are invited to bring along 

items they have built. This year there will be two sections: 

• noise reduction kits built as part of the 2019 SRCC Construction Project  

• anything else! 

Award of prizes is based on a secret ballot of all members present (this will no doubt help 
members get into practice for the General Election on 12th December….). Potential entrants may 
wish to note that build quality (although an important consideration) is not all-important. Entries 
that are different, innovative, interesting or even humorous are also encouraged. Small financial 
awards will be made for the first three entrants (precisely how small will depend on the sort of 
mood out Treasurer is in on the night), and in addition the Coronation Cup will be awarded to the 
winning entry and the Basil Wardman Tankard to the runner up.    

Second (B) meeting: Monday 18th November 2019 - Fix-it, Skills and Advice 
Night plus Christmas Social – led by John G8MNY 
 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

First (A) meeting: Monday 7th October – Inter Club Quiz  

There was a turnout of over 30 for this popular event, with teams from S&CRS, CATS and 
SRCC taking part. As previously, Terry Giles G4CDY acted as question setter & Quizmaster 
supported by his wife Kath on the computer displaying results. We are particularly grateful to 
Terry and Kath for breaking their return journey from the Continent to home in Cornwall to fulfil 
this role. In addition to a Table Round (in which teams were invited to identify logos of a 
number of current and historical radio equipment makers during the course of the event) there 
were four rounds: 

• fairly basic radio stuff 
• historical (largely based on the RSGB publication “World At Their Fingertips”) 
• the Apollo moon programme (it being the 50th year after the initial moon landing) 
• seriously technical radio stuff. 

Entrants had the option of playing a joker (inevitably branded as “+3dB”…) on a round of their 
choice. Results were as follows: 

POSITION  TEAM CLUB POINTS 

1 1155 SRCC 45.5 

2 Damp Coax S&CRS 40.5 

3 W9ICQ S&CRS 37.5 

4 CATS 1 CATS 30.5 

5 X SRCC 25.0 
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So the winners, taking the Roddy Clews G3CDK Trophy for the third year in succession, are 
again SRCC. We hope to hold the quiz again on late 2020, so there is plenty of time for other 
teams to swot up…. 

73, Quin G3WRR 

 
Second (B) meeting: Monday 21st October - Fix-it, Skills and Advice Night  
 
As usual the evening was well supported and John G8MNY, supported by a wide range of 
test equipment, was on hand to assist with members’ problems.    
 
 
 
CHAIRMAN’S BLOG 
 
Autumn/winter is really here now – look outside at 5o/c and it is really dark.  One good thing is that 

Christmas cannot be far away!!! 

Before moving onto this month’s activities, a couple of “follow-ups” from last month… 

My car has behaved perfectly since being returned – clearly, the problem was indeed 

water/dampness getting into some vital part that BMW hadn’t planned for. 

As you can read elsewhere, we won the Inter-Club Quiz (again) – well done to both the SRCC 

teams. 

I have ordered my new 2m/70cms long-yagi but it has not yet arrived, so nothing to add about it, 

yet. 

Some intense radio activity this month, albeit not with my own callsign.  As you can read elsewhere 

in this Newsletter, I have been active on the 40m band at Brooklands Museum.  The setup was not 

without its problems though…we were using broadly the same equipment we had used previously 

at the museum i.e. Icom IC-756PRO driving a Heathkit SB-1000 amplifier feeding a G5RV antenna 

via an ATU with 300-400 watts of PEP output.  The only equipment that was different this time was 

the logging computer….bad mistake!  Previously we used a serial link between the rig and 

computer to read the working frequency, then by connecting to the internet, we could publicise our 

working frequency.  But not this time; as soon as we transmitted more than about 50watts, the 

computer virtually shut down making logging all but impossible.  By unplugging the serial link we 

were able to continue logging.  I have now bought a selection of ferrite clamps to experiment with 

next time. 

The other “r.f. project” has involved rather higher frequencies.  Normally I frown on using r.f. for a 

link when wire could be used but I made an exception at home this month.  I have brought my 

home Central Heating System into the 21st century with a Wi-Fi Room Thermostat system.  It is 

really rather clever…the Thermostat unit has two x Wi-Fi circuits, one to connect to the boiler 

controller and the other to the home network.  Having the Thermostat connect by Wi-Fi makes 

installation much easier; it just needs a permanent mains supply.  With an “App” on my phone, I 

can now control the heating system remotely, so when we go away, we turn the heating down and 

a couple of hours before we get home, just turn it back up to normal in the knowledge we will arrive 

home to the warmth. 

The current construction project is a new computer interface for my rotator controller (even more 

important when I add a 2m beam up in the sky).  The design uses a kit from a German supplier; it 

seems very reliable and universal.  I am planning to connect it to the Controller via a plug/socket 



Page 5 of 9 
 

arrangement so I can connect and test other computer interfaces if required.  We are planning a 

new release of the “MINOS Contest Logging” software before the end of the year, so I hope I can 

get the new controller finished in time to test it with the new software. 

And as if all that was not enough to fill a month, Sunday afternoons (and most of this coming 

weekend) are taken up with this year’s pantomime, “Peter Pan in Coulsdon” (oh, yes it is).  

Juggling twenty-seven sound tracks across two CDs keeps me “on my toes” to operate the sound 

system.  Even that installation is not as simple as it sounds because the cast need a “fold back” 

speaker system to hear the backing tracks for their songs while the audience want to hear the 

music and the voices and the sound effects! 

That’s all for this month so it’s bye for now.  I hope to see lots of you at the Construction Contest 

on the 2nd with lots of entries. 

Also, as this is the last edition of the Newsletter for 2019, I would like to wish everyone a very 

Happy Christmas and lots of good DX in 2020. 

 

73 and 88, Peter G3ZPB 

 

NEW CLUB RIG 

The Club now has a new rig - an Icom IC-9700. 
 
The first thing I noticed when I unboxed it was the number of User Manuals that were packed with 
the rig.  Then I discovered that we only need one of them - the other 4 are in various "foreign" 
languages so they were quickly ditched. 
 
I connected a suitable 13.8-volt power supply and switched on.  Interesting, I thought, how do you 
change bands or mode (no buttons for either on the front panel)?  But the rig has a "touch screen", 
simply touch the MHz numbers or displayed mode and up comes a menu of options.  How simple 
and straightforward is that? It's a bit different to use compared with the rigs that most of us are 
familiar with, but after a short learning session it's actually very easy to use. 
 
Because it is a Club Rig and thus available for members to use, we are devoting the first January 
meeting to a Talk and Demonstration which will cover items such as how to set it for 2m SSB or 
70cms FM, Voice Repeater operation, how to use it in Icom's D-Star mode, how to set filter widths, 
using the Spectrum Scope etc., etc. 
 
 73, Peter G3ZPB 

 
BROOKLANDS WIRELESS MEMORIAL EVENT - SUCCESS 

The volunteers of the Brooklands Wireless Communications Collection at Weybridge in Surrey set 
themselves a challenge to commemorate the 101st anniversary of the ending of hostilities of the 
First World War by working 101 other radio stations using a single frequency. Success came at 
13.17 in a QSO with MI0YBH being the 101st QSO since starting at 09.45 on Saturday 9th 
November 2019. The reason for 101 QSOs is that it is 101 years since 11/11/1918 and operating 
on a single frequency (7.135MHz) was because most radio equipment in use in 1918 was only 
capable of operating on a single frequency or channel. 
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Equipment used was an Icom IC-756Pro and Heathkit SB-1000 Linear Amplifier running approx. 
300W into a G5RV type antenna with home-brew ATU.  Operators were Peter G3ZPB, Roger 
G0SWC, Tim G7JYQ and Steve G4GNS.  The countries worked included The Netherlands, 
Germany, Scotland, Ireland, Spain, Luxembourg, Norway, Sweden, Italy, Austria, Poland and 
Denmark. During the day, the operators also set a new record for the Brooklands Museum Station 
GB1BM by working 100 stations in only three and a half hours (the previous record being over four 
hours). 

Visitors to the museum could listen in to the GB1BM transmissions on a special installation that 
had been setup in the former Press Hut.  Here a Racal RA17 (one of the many communications 
receivers from the museum’s collection) was tuned into the correct frequency and using a small 
antenna was able to pick the local transmissions.  

   
 
                                   
 
 
 
                                                                    
 
 
 
 
                                                               
 
 

First QSO – Peter G3ZPB and Tim G7YJQ          QSO #101 - Roger G0SWC and Steve G4GNS 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                               
Receiver rack in the press hut                      Equipment was installed in this vehicle       
                      
 
73, Peter G3ZPB 
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WHEN IS A CONSTANT NOT A CONSTANT? 
 
Mike M1CCF recently drew our attention to the fact that Halfords had recently produced an advert 
in which, as part of a promotion of their DAB receivers, they appeared to be claiming that not all 
radio waves travelled at the same speed. Apparently the ad has now been withdrawn, but it would 
have been nice to have had a chance to see their explanation – fundamental physics research 
from consumer electronics suppliers would probably have made an interesting Christmas read!  
 
Ah well, never mind…. 
 
 
73, Quin G3WRR    

 
 
 
SRCC LEAGUE TABLE – OCTOBER 2019  
 

The number of entrants for October was again seven (all the usual suspects). The results for the 

month are as follows: 

 

 
ENTRANT 

HEARD 
DXCC / 

SQUARE 

HEARD 
IN 

CONTEST 

HEARD 
- SRCC 

MEMBER 

WORKED 
DXCC / 

SQUARE 

WORKED 
IN 

CONTEST 

WORKED 
– SRCC 

MEMBER 

POINTS 
THIS 

MONTH 

G3EUE 15   42 24  123 

G4LZE 6   42   90 

G4WGE    24 11  59 

G3WRR    10 9 1 31 

G4FYF    4  1 10 

M0LEP    5   10 

G3ZPB    5   10 

 

Entrants’ scores were mostly down on September, for a variety of reasons. Ted G3EUE moves up 

to leading position this month, moving Colin G4LZE down to second place. The next two entrants 

(viz. Alun G4WGE and Quin G3WRR) retain the third and fourth positions they held in September.  

The remaining three (Steve G4FYF, Peter G3ZPB and Rick M0LEP) took equal fifth place.  

Ted’s activity was all on CW between 80m & 10m. The majority of his contacts were European, 

with a handful of North American, Asian and African stations. In addition to OX (Greenland) which 

is not that distant but fairly rare, the pick must be ZD7BG whom he worked during a very short 

opening on 10m, and shortly afterwards on 12m. He also had a good list of “heard but not worked” 

gotaways.  

Colin’s contacts were as usual all on FT4 or FT8 but this month all on HF, with 6m apparently 

having flown south for the winter. Just over 80% of his contacts were on 40m, with the rest on 

20m. Likewise 80% of them were intra-European with a handful of North American, Asian, African 

stations and a single VK7 (Tasmania) for Oceania. As with Ted, Colin’s “heard but not worked” list 

contained some interesting ones.  

Alun’s contacts were fairly evenly balanced between FT8 and SSB and 75% were on 20m with the 
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balance spread between 40m, 30m & 17m. As with Alun and Ted, they were mainly European with 

a handful of Asian, North American and African stations.  

Quin’s contacts were, like September, rather mundane, all on VHF and all but one were made in 

the RSGB 50MHz AFS contest. The one exception was a QSO with an SRCC member – G8IYS. It 

took place between two 2m handhelds in John’s room at the nursing home. But QSOs is QSOs 

and QSOs means points…  

Steve’s percentage of claimed contacts outside Europe was the highest of any of this month’s 

entrants – he claimed three Europeans (including John G8MNY) and one W3!   

As promised last month, Peter put in a non-null entry this time. Uncharacteristically none of his 

contacts were on VHF, all being made on 40m using FT8 or JS8 and were with European stations. 

Last but not least, Rick’s contacts were all intra-European and mainly SOTA CW. He remarked 

that gardening had been getting in the way of radio…..     

 

The cumulative annual scores are tabulated below – with no change in positions from last month.  

ENTRANT 
JAN 
19 

FEB 
19 

MAR 
19 

APR 
19 

MAY 
19 

JUN 
19 

JUL 
19 

AUG 
19 

SEP 
19 

OCT 
19 

NOV 
19 

DEC 
19 

TOTAL 

G4LZE 109 134 158 176 243 335 300 236 140 90   1921 

G4WGE 115 144 126 152 212  115 134 114 59   1175 

G3EUE 111 106 139 99 153 80 63 18 123 123   1015 

G4FYF 34 31 66 67 53 48 80 58 50 10   497 

G3WRR 2 27 62 29 138 0 0 36 51 31   376 

G3ZPB 32 46 4 21 4 24 0 0 0 10   141 

M0LEP 34       12 20 10   76 

G7RUX 42             

 

HF conditions have still been pretty poor in general but the occasional bursts of activity on 10m 

suggest that things may be improving – and this is borne out by the continued slow, very slow 

upward creep of the Solar Flux Number….after dropping to 65 a month or two ago it seems be 

gradually climbing and has been on the region of 70/71 for the last few days. (I must admit to 

checking this every morning when I get up – sad or what?). All fingers, thumbs etc. crossed…. 

73, Quin G3WRR 

 

 
 
 
 
SRCC NETS 
 
The following is a list of structured nets on which members of SRCC meet regularly. They are 
sometimes joined by members of other local clubs, who are always made most welcome. The 
net is not usually led by a nominated controller, but stations normally transmit cyclically in the 
chronological order in which they sign in. If any member wishes further occasions and 
frequencies to be added to the table, please let me know at secretary@g3src.org.uk .  
 

mailto:secretary@g3src.org.uk
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BAND/FREQUENCY/MODE DAY OF WEEK START TIME (clock) 

160m / 1905 kHz / LSB  Sunday 9.30 am 

10m / 28.078 MHz / JS8 Thursday 10.00 am 

4m / 70.30 MHz / FM Thursday 8.00 pm 

6m / 51.55 MHz / FM Tuesday 8.00 pm 

2m / 144.6125 MHz / D-Star Friday 7.30 pm 

2m / 144.35 MHz / FM Friday 8.00 pm 

 
 
 
 
THAT’S ALL FOLKS…. 
 
Well, that’s it for another month – hope to see you, laden with goodies to exhibit, at the 
Construction Contest on 2nd December.                                    
 
 
 
73, Quin G3WRR 


