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MONTHLY MEETINGS NORMALLY ON 1ST AND 3RD MONDAYS 7.30 FOR 7.45pm 

Meetings at Trinity School, Shirley Park, Croydon CR9 7AT 
******************************************************************************************* 

1st MEETING Monday 10 Jan: Special Equipment Sale 
2nd MEETING Monday 24 Jan: Fix-it, Move-it-on and Social Chat with John G8MNY 

 
 

SRCC COMMITTEE 2021/22 
 

Chairman Vacant  

Acting Chairman for January G3ZPB Peter Burton 01737 551413 

Vice Chairman & BE Coordinator G3ZPB Peter Burton 01737 551413 

Hon. Secretary & Newsletter Editor G3WRR Quin Collier 020 8653 6948 

Treasurer & Membership Records G4FFY Ray Howells 01732 357474 

Resources & Liaison G4DDY Maurice Fagg 020 8669 1480 

Events G6JXA Kim Brown 07812 735507 

Fund Raising & Resources G4LZE Colin Lugard    07533 174388 
 

Publicity G3MCX John Kennedy 020 8688 3322 

Committee Member G7VAK Paul Beaumont 07818 660493 

Webmaster (Co-opted) G4FYF Steve Jones 01424 584143 

EDITOR’S OPENER 

Dear Members & Friends, 
 
Welcome to the first Newsletter of 2022, although as I write this we are still in the closing days of 2021. 
I hope you all had a good Christmas to round off what, by normal standards, was a rather strange 
year. Here at Mission Control Norwood, Christmas was rather quiet – just my son Guy and myself 
here. Guy’s daughter Francesca (a.k.a. Moo), now seven years old, was with her maternal family on 
the day but we have her this coming weekend, so a frenetic session opening presents is anticipated! 
On Christmas Day Guy was out of sorts (suffering an adverse reaction to his booster earlier in the 
week) so we had sausages, potatoes and beans for lunch: but by Boxing Day he had recovered and 
we had our delayed Christmas dinner – no turkey (we prefer lamb) and one Brussel sprout each as we 
both hate them but feel obliged to stick with tradition….  
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From the SRCC point of view I think the ability to hold Zoom based meetings helped to provide a 
focus and coherence during the lockdown period – and thankfully we were able to hold several 
face-to-face meetings before the arrival of the omicron variant narrowed our horizons again. 
(Incidentally, for those interested in languages, the symbol for the Greek letter omicron is identical 
to our letter o in both upper and lower cases). 
    
Looking forward to 2022 – it’s hard for anybody to predict even approximately how the year will 
play out as we are too early in the omicron cycle to know (and indeed we need to ask ourselves 
what might come after omicron). I do find myself slightly irritated who say “the doctors don’t know 
what they’re doing” They seem to forget that the things we normally go to see the doctor about 
have been known about and understood for decades or even centuries! But we are lucky that 
amateur radio is one of the few hobbies which can be conducted effectively from the comfort of 
your own home (unless you are one of the fraternity who feel the need to “hit the hills” regularly). 
The SRCC Committee is working on a programme for 2022 that would work effectively either face 
to face or electronically. So to quote the words of Robert Zimmerman (better known as Bob Dylan) 
circa 1975 I guess we’ve got to “keep on keeping on” – but one way or another let’s all keep in 
contact! 
 
73, Quin G3WRR 
Newsletter Editor       
 
 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

The December A meeting on the 6th was a talk on “Spy Messages from 1950 to the present” by 
Paul G7VAK. This fascinating presentation really deserves a more thorough write-up but the 
following gives a flavour of it…  
 
Paul opened by explaining that codebreaking work at Bletchley Park (BP) started during World 
War Two and remained a closely guarded secret until it was revealed by Group Captain Fred 
Winterbotham in around 1974. Work continued at BP after the war and was progressively moved 
to Government Communication Headquarters (GCHQ) in Cheltenham (and a couple of 
outstations). Four of the wartime Colossus machines from BP were moved to Cheltenham where 
they continued in work into the Cold War period. Revelations from the investigative journalist 
Duncan Campbell in the 1970s brought GCHQ’s activities on interception into the public eye.  
 
Use of radio for broadcasting and diplomatic traffic is now considerably reduced (replaced by the 
internet and satellite links) but some traffic of these types remain. However radio continues to be 
used for clandestine traffic (including spy messages) and GCHQ continues to intercept traffic sent 
by radio and other media. Much of the clandestine traffic (sometimes referred to as “allo 
messages”) is sent as coded number groups – hence the term “Number Stations”. Number 
Stations were very prevalent during the Cold War, and were greatly used by the STASI (East 
German Secret Police). They can be heard in the SW bands, mostly between 2180kHz and 
21MHz – and sometimes within the amateur bands. Questions have been raised with the 
authorities in a number of countries regarding the nature of Number Stations, their purpose, 
senders and recipients. They are largely “deniable” – with some authorities denying that they exist 
at all, leading to conspiracy theories that they have, for example, been used by governments to 
communicate with aliens! 
 
Paul went on to explain that a range of modes are used, including Morse / USB / AM / polytone / 
FSK and hybrid voice/data, with different countries having preferences for different modes. 
Messages are sent to a pre-arranged schedule and have a standard format consisting of: 
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• introduction – sound (eg. music) to make identification of the originator easy 

• serial number - numerals expected by recipient 

• message string 

• decode key – to tell the recipient key to decode the message  

• group count– number of groups sent. 
 
Paul showed a sonogram of a polyphone message showing the frequency display and message 
formats. He then showed pictures of a number of items of radio equipment used by agents to 
communicate with their handlers. These included a 1950s radio found in a field near Aberystwyth, 
running 25W of ICW on transmit, keyed (at speeds between 100 & 150 wpm) using a reader of 
pre-stamped 35mm film.  
 
He went on to exemplify how “allo” messages were used, by describing the work of the Portland 
Spy Ring in the 1950s and early 1960s. Harry Hougton and Ethel Gee stole Top Secret files 
information on nuclear submarines.  These were passed on to Gordon Lonsdale (head of the 
whole operation) in London N1, who copied them to film negatives. These were in turn passed on 
to Peter and Helen Kroger in Ruislip who converted them into microdots (1.5mm square) which 
were inserted into books that were sent to Russia via Russian satellite states. Encrypted details of 
the books and pages hosting the microdots were then radioed to Russia by the Krogers using a 
transmitter using one of four crystal frequencies (6340 / 8888 / 14775 / 17080 kHz) and a 67ft 
antenna in their loft. The messages were recorded on magnetic tape and sent at 240 wpm. In the 
reverse direction, incoming messages containing their instructions were received on their 
radiogram and recorded on magnetic tape. Similarly Lonsdale received his instructions on a Bush 
Imperial EBS44 receiver. The ring was finally broken after Lonsdale fell under suspicion as a result 
of normal surveillance work: definite proof was obtained using the RAFTER technique in which the 
frequency to which his receiver was tuned was identified by tracking the frequency on which its 
local oscillator was running. All those mentioned received lengthy prison sentences.  
 
Paul concluded by noting that use of these techniques was not just a facet of the Cold War and 
mentioned a number of more recent instances – perhaps the most recent being the 2017 
assassination of Kim Jong-nam, the half-brother of North Korean leader Kim Jon-un.      
   
Pat G4FDN has provided some additional information related to the Krogers (see above) and this 
is included later.  
 
 
The B meeting on the 20th was the Christmas Social. Although attendance was relatively low at 11 
members (probably because of concerns over COVID), it proved to be a pleasant and sociable 
session. Just the right number of people were present to allow everybody to be involved in one 
discussion rather than fragmenting into separate groups as often occurs in larger gatherings. Soft 
drinks and beverages were provided, funded by The Treasurer, but at least two bottles of “stronger 
stuff” was brought along by others present – of which not much remained at the end! In addition to 
an assortment of savouries, the obligatory mince pies were available – as usual heated by 
microwave oven (operating outside the amateur bands) and this year, as an experiment, 
supported by custard from cartons. This was generally regarded as a Good Move and will be 
repeated. The only downside was the need to mop up a few spillages of custard onto the 
Sandison Room’s nice carpet. But after scrubbing and Dysoning, everything was left shipshape at 
the end. Most of the leftovers were selflessly consumed at WRR Towers. 
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PAT G4FDN, PETER G7PWV, JASON G7RUX, PAUL G7VAK           MAURICE G4DDY, QUIN G3WRR, PETER G3ZPB  

    PRUE G4RWW and ANDY G4ADM 

   
PAUL G7VAK, RAY G4FFY, JOHN G3MCX, MAURICE G4DDY                   GENERAL GATHERING VIEW 

   

FUTURE MEETINGS 

What follows here is based on the assumption that lockdown arrangements will not be further 
tightened and that face-to-face meetings can continue. If this is not the case, changes will have to 
be made in the light of how the situation develops – so please keep an eye on the SRCC website 
at https://www.srcc.uk .    
 
The January A meeting (which will take place on the Monday 10th rather than the 3rd as the latter is 
a Bank Holiday) is a Special Equipment Sale. There will be two separate groups of equipment, (a) 
equipment previously owned by our late member and friend John Simkins G8IYS and (b) a 
quantity of gear donated to SRCC over a period of years. It is probable that the G8IYS gear will be 
processed first. The proceeds from the former will go to John’s son Gareth (whom some of you will 
have met at inter-club quizzes) as the basis of a trust fund for his children. The proceeds from the 
latter will be put into SRCC funds.  
 
A list of items of John IYS’s gear has been produced by Gareth Simkins and this will be sent out 
on the SRCC circulation very early in the New Year. Since it is possible that (a) there will not be 
room to bring all the gear from John’s down by car, and (b) we might run out of time to process it 
all, it would be helpful if members could e-mail me (q.g.collier@btinternet.com) identifying items 

https://www.srcc.uk/
mailto:q.g.collier@btinternet.com


SRCC Newsletter Jan 2022 – E&OE Page 5 of 11 1 Jan 2022 

they are interested in and we can ensure that those are brought along.  
The list also shows a possible price: this is Gareth’s estimate based on internet prices without 
much knowledge on his part of what price second hand amateur gear will fetch in practice. It has 
been explained to him that these look on the high side, but it has been agreed that we will show 
those prices on the list. I would suggest that members should not be put off by prices that are 
more than they think appropriate, and that in such cases they should indicate at the sale the prices 
they are prepared to pay. We can then go back to Gareth and negotiate…   
 
The February A meeting (7th) will be a talk by Pat G4FDN on his 2021 trip to Ireland, including 
both the amateur radio component (operating as both GI4FDN/A and EI2JW) and other holiday 
aspects. 
 
The March A meeting (7th) has been tentatively planned as a Surplus Equipment Sale (SES) 
because the amount of kit offered at the October SES showed quite strong demand, suggesting 
that there might be more gear out there ripe for disposal. There does exist a risk that after sales in 
October and January, we might be suffering from “Sale Fatigue” by then: so we propose to test the 
temperature of the water after the 10th January meeting before making a final decision.  
 
The April A meeting (4th) will be the Annual General Meeting.  
 
All B meetings are currently planned as traditional Fix It / Move It On / Social sessions.  

 

MORE INFORMATION ON THE KROGERS BY PAT G4FDN 

I, like many of the club members this month, were fascinated by Paul G7VAK’s presentation on 
Spy Radio, and also his earlier newsletter contribution which covered the Portland Spy Ring. I was 
surprised to find out though that he and others present were unaware that Peter and Helen Kroger 
(real names Morris and Lona Cohen) were American born US Citizens. 
  
I was unaware of the American connection myself until I visited the FBI J Edgar Hoover Building in 
Washington DC in 1976 and again in 1981 for a guided tour (it was that interesting I went back a 
second time). In the USA the FBI is responsible for domestic counter- intelligence activities and it 
was when they covered this on the tour, and the tour guide knew there were several British people 
present, he mentioned the Portland Spy Ring and Morris and Lona Cohen, and how Morris Cohen 
was born and grew up in Harlem, New York City.  
  
More than 20 years later when I had discovered where my maternal great grandmother had lived 
at several places in New York City, and on a visit there I went to see which of them still remained. 
Some had been demolished, and when I was looking for her address in Harlem, I went into a dry 
cleaners to get directions, the person in there thought I was seeking the address because of 
interest in the infamous Morris Cohen. The coincidence piqued me enough to read up about him 
and his wife Lona. 
  
Morris and Lona’s lives are well documented in publicly available record sources including 
Ancestry.com where I found census records, high school yearbooks, army enlistment, etc, and 
they have been the subject of several US books and TV documentaries. 

Morris Cohen was born in Harlem, New York City, on 2nd July, 1910. His parents were both 
Jewish. His father had emigrated from near Kiev, Ukraine. His mother was from Vilnius, Lithuania. 
Cohen was the most talented football player at James Monroe High School in the Bronx for his 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harlem,_New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiev
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukraine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vilnius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithuania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Monroe_High_School_(New_York_City)
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year (the husband of a first cousin of mine also attended this high school).  

He initially attended New York University on leaving high school,  but had also applied to 
Mississippi A&M College (now Mississippi State University) where he was awarded an athletic 
scholarship which he took up. After he was injured in a game he was longer able to play football, 
but he kept his scholarship as an athletic manager. He graduated with a bachelor's degree in 
business administration, and after doing some graduate work moved to the University of Illinois. 
He became active there in agitprop work for the Communist National Student League at this time. 
He became declared persona non grata after one semester and returned to the Bronx, where he 
became a full member and organizer for the American Communist Party. After World War II, he 
received a master's degree in education from Columbia University. At the start of the Spanish Civil 
War in 1937, he joined the anti-Franco Mackenzie–Papineau Battalion and fought as a foreign 
national volunteer. In Spain he met Amadeo Sabatini, a career Soviet spy who recruited him. In 
1938 after being injured Cohen returned to the United States. He met and married his wife Lona 
(Leontine Theresa Petka) in New York City in 1941. He began serving Soviet foreign intelligence 
that year. In mid-1942, Cohen was drafted into the U.S. Army and served in Europe. He was 
discharged from the Army in November 1945 and returned to the United States where he resumed 
his espionage work for the Soviet Union.  The Cohens delivered detailed blueprints on the US 
nuclear bomb to the Soviets in 1945, smuggled out of Los Alamos. The Cohens began working 
with Soviet Col. Rudolph Abel up to 1950, when they secretly left the United States and moved to 
Lublin, Poland. While in Poland, Morris and Lona engaged in numerous foreign missions for the 
Soviet Union, traveling to Japan, Hong Kong, Australia, New Zealand, Austria, Belgium, and the 
Netherlands.  

It was with forged New Zealand passports that Morris and Lona would enter the UK as Peter and 
Helen Kroger. Lona Cohen was born Leontine Theresa Petka in Adams, Massachusetts on the 
11th January 1913, the daughter of Polish Catholic immigrants. At the age of 15, Lona left her 
parents' home in Taftsville, Connecticut and moved to Greenwich Village, New York City and 
joined the Socialist Party of the USA. She gave up her Catholic faith at this time and become an 
atheist. She also left the Socialist Party at this time, becoming a member of the Communist Party. 
At the time of her marriage to Morris Cohen in 1941, she did not know that her husband was a spy 
for the Soviet Union. That year he recruited her into Soviet espionage controlled from their New 
York rezidentura. 

The official MI5 website page on Peter and Helen Kroger makes no mention of their real identities 
as US citizens or their real names whose omission I find puzzling. Their web page describes the 
Krogers as ‘Russian illegals’ - they were not Russian but clearly spied for the Soviet Union.  
  
Morris and Lona Cohen were real people, whose lives have been well documented in the USA -
why are the British so in ‘the dark’ about them? 
  
Why also have not all the FBI files on the Cohen’s been released? One suggestion made in a US 
PBS documentary was that Morris Cohen was a double agent for the US. It questioned why during 
the McCarthy era that that the openly Communist Cohens were not closely monitored and whose 
espionage activities apparently went unnoticed such that they got away with the biggest US 
secrets on the atomic bomb. It was also stated in the documentary that both Morris and Lona 
maintained contact with some sympathetic friends and family members after they were exchanged 
for a British teacher Gerald Brooke, imprisoned for anti-Soviet propaganda, and British drug 
smugglers Michael Parsons and Anthony Lorraine, held by the Soviets.  
  
Clearly, there is more detail yet to be divulged. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agitprop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Student_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persona_non_grata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Communist_Party
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mackenzie%E2%80%93Papineau_Battalion
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Amadeo_Sabatini&action=edit&redlink=1
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudolph_Abel
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HERE AND THERE 

Thanks to Mike M1CCF for the information that the RSGB has launched a new version of the 
Society’s EMF calculator (v11d) which is now available in a new browser-based version as well as 
the spreadsheet version. The web browser version does not require you to have Excel or another 
spreadsheet on your computer. It also has several new features to make compliance checking 
simpler and quicker. Both versions are on the Society's emf web page or you can go direct to look 
at the web app: http://www.rsgb.org/emccalculator  
 

Mike also forwarded me an item entitled “Watch the Space Station fly over London on Christmas 
morning” which advised that the International Space Station (ISS) would be doing a Santa 
impersonation by flying over London at 0652 on the morning of the 25th December. That date is 
now long past (and I must admit to not getting up for it) but it did remind me that NASA has a 
website (https://spotthestation.nasa.gov/) on which you can register and they will send you an e-
mail every time the ISS is visible from your location. along with the bearing and duration of the 
pass. It’s worth a look: you won’t be deluged by e-mails (typically one or two a week) and it’s quite 
useful for those interested in the utilisation of space.  
 

 
As part of the recent Christmas experience, you have probably pulled crackers containing the 
usual dreadful jokes…..well this isn’t ex-cracker but a case of “all me own work” which would 
probably be cracker compatible ….. 
Question – in the Caribbean where should you take an ailing pig for treatment? 
Answer – Curacao.  
 
 
I recently received some photographs from Peter Hart G3SJX (the guy who does the equipment 
reviews in Radcom) who had been archiving some of his photo collection. These are from my 
younger days with Addiscombe ARC (G4ALE) operating from Cader Berwyn in mid / North Wales 
during the mid- 80s. and thought you might be amused – or horrified… 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Barnes+Carr&text=Barnes+Carr&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Barnes+Carr&text=Barnes+Carr&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=990CE0DC1438F936A35754C0A963958260
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_New_York_Times
https://archive.org/details/bombshellsecrets00albr
https://archive.org/details/bombshellsecrets00albr
https://archive.org/details/bombshellsecrets00albr/page/244
https://www.mi5.gov.uk/portland-spy-ring
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/11/27/how-the-cia-helped-foil-a-russian-spy-ring-in-london-215874/
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/11/27/how-the-cia-helped-foil-a-russian-spy-ring-in-london-215874/
https://www.pbs.org/redfiles/kgb/deep/interv/k_int_morris_cohen.htm
https://military-history.fandom.com/wiki/Morris_Cohen_(spy)
https://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/lona-cohen-spy-kept-cool-even-desert/
https://www.gettyimages.com.au/photos/portland-spy-ring
http://www.rsgb.org/emccalculator
https://spotthestation.nasa.gov/
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CADER BERWYN 1982 – 
GENERATOR BEING HAULED 
UP THE MOUNTAIN 
BETWEEN THE MASTAGE – (l 
to r.) G6???, G3XJO, G3WRR, 
G8LFC (SK) 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
G3WRR OPERATING IN 4m 
CONTEST FROM SUMMIT OF 
CADER BERWYN – 1982 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Peter G3ZPB advises that a new version (v2.5.0) of the Contesting Software MINOS has now 
been released and is available for download at: 

https://sourceforge.net/projects/minos/files/MinosInstall_2_5_0.exe/download 
 
The main changes are: 
Lots of cosmetic changes 
Use of Hamlib 4.4 
QRZ enquiry server 
Rig audio recorder 
Contest start and end times shown on clock panel 
Change Field tab order for S&P/Run 
Contest protection by age 
Centred bandmap 

https://sourceforge.net/projects/minos/files/MinosInstall_2_5_0.exe/download
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Some major enhancements in KST client, especially with multi select of callsigns 
Display of operating time for "6 hour" sections 
Multiple windows in screen layouts 
All band configuration now in bandlist.xml, allows 13 cm to be split into two sub-bands 
All contest bands to 248 GHz now working 
PST rotator path configuration 
Speed improvements in loading and logging large contests 
Voice keyer(s) - experimental, but usable 
HF support (very experimental - it has major limitations) 
 
73, Quin G3WRR 
 

SRCC LEAGUE TABLE – NOVEMBER 2021 

The number of entries received for the November 2021 League Table was nine – and not a null 
score in sight this time! The nine were the “usual suspects” plus one of the periodic appearances 
from the Club call, this time as GX3SRC in the RSGB Club Calls Contest. There has been a fair 
amount of movement in the table since last month, with inevitable gainers and losers. G3WRR 
moves up four places to take first position (guaranteed FT4/8 free…) as a result of a major bash in 
the CQWW DX CW contest at the end of the month. This contest is a good opportunity to pick up 
countries with numerous DXpeditions to rare (in the amateur radio sense) parts of the world. But 
the downside is that the “big boys” with high power and beams chasing the rare ones make it 
difficult for little minnows to get a look in…but it can be fun trying!  
 
M0CGF and G4FFY move down to second and third positions, but in reversed order. Last month 
Ray beat Ian by three points but this month Ian beat Ray by a single point…. a very close-run 
thing. Fourth place is taken by G3EUE who moves up two places, also taking effective advantage 
of the CQWW contest. G4LZE moves down two positions to fifth followed by M0LEP up one 
position to sixth. The lower end of the table is occupied by G4FYF, GX3SRC and G3ZPB in 
seventh, eighth and ninth positions.  
 

ENTRANT 
WORKED DXCC 

/ SQUARE 

WORKED   
SRCC MEMBER 

WORKED 

IN CONTEST 

POINTS 

THIS MONTH 

G3WRR 55 0 55 165 

M0CGF 67 0 18 152 

G4FFY 58 4 27 151 

G3EUE 44 0 43 131 

G4LZE 40 2 19 104 

M0LEP 7 4 0 22 

G4FYF 9 1 0 20 

GX3SRC 3 0 3 9 

G3ZPB 1 1 0 4 

 
Quin’s entry was entirely on CW and, with one exception (a single QSO in the 144MHz Marconi 
CW contest), made in the CQWW DX CW contest. 67% of his scoring contacts were European 
followed by South America (13%), Asia (9%), North America (7%), Africa (4%) and none at all in 
Oceania. Scoring contacts were made on all bands between 160m & 10m (excluding 60m, 30m, 
17m &12m where contests are not permitted) and, perhaps surprisingly, 15m &10m were in good 
shape with large numbers of North American contacts available on 15m and considerable activity 
from the Caribbean and South America on 10m, with PJ2 (Curacao), FY (French Guiana) and ZP 
(Paraguay) among the scoring contacts. 
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Just under 80% of Ian’s scoring contacts were on FT4/8, with the balance on SSB. Over 90% were 
on the HF bands, with the rest on 6m. 72% of his HF contacts were European, followed by North 
America (15%), South America (6%) and Asia and Oceania (both 3%). Exactly half his HF 
contacts were on 40m, followed by 80m (15%), 20m (13%), 15m (8%), 17m & 12m (5% each), 
30m (3%) and 10m (1%). Interesting (in the sense of unusual) ones included PJ7 (Saint Maarten) 
and FJ (St. Barthelemy). No, I hadn’t heard of St. Barthelemy either – turns out it’s a French 
dependency in the Caribbean! Again, the pattern of improved conditions on the higher HF bands 
to the Caribbean and South America was apparent. Ian also had several squares on 6m FT8, 
including IO70 (Cornwall).    
 
 62% of Ray’s scoring HF contacts were on 40m, followed by 15m (19%) and 20m (8%) with the 
rest split fairly evenly between 30m, 17m & 10m. 76% were with European stations, followed by 
Asia (8%), Africa (6%), North and South America (4% each) and Oceania (2%) – the latter being a 
single contact with YB (Indonesia). All were made using FT4/8 except for five on SSB – two in the 
RSGB Club Calls Contest and three in the SRCC 80m net. His ten scoring VHF contacts were all 
made on 6m & 2m and were equally split between FT8 and SSB. 
 
Ted, like Quin, took the opportunity of the CQWW DX CW Contest to pick up some points, and all 
but one of his 43 scoring contacts were made in it. These were all on 40m, 20m & 15m as he had 
problems on 10m – which was frustrating as a friend phoned him to say that he had worked VK 
(Australia) and ZL (New Zealand) on that band! Nevertheless, he managed to work FR (Reunion) 
for a new country. He noted that 20m & 15m were packed with North Americans for most of the 
daytime.  
 
Colin commented that his score was down again this month, and hopes to be able to reorganise 
for the coming year. All his scoring contacts were made using FT4/8, and were all on HF, 88% 
being on 40m and the other 12% on 20m. 90% of them were with European stations, but the rest 
were fairly evenly distributed between North America, Asia and Oceania, the latter providing his 
best DX (VK5 - South Australia).  
 
Rick comments that his antennas got a bit of a battering from Storm Arwen: although there was no 
actual damage his hexbeam now needs re-orientating! He describes November as “another less 
than exciting month radio-wise” with most of his scoring contacts being split between SOTA 
stations and the SRCC 80m net.  
 
In a similar vein, Steve comments “Band conditions led to disinclination to spend much time on the 
air” and describes his entry as “Nothing exciting, usual 40 & 20”. 
 
The entry from GX3SRC was based on the use of the call in the RSGB Club Calls Contest (CCC) 
on 160m. The low score (3 DXCCs only) results from a combination of CCC being largely a UK 
internal contest, 160m not being much of a DXy band, a very high noise level and an antenna that 
was very small in terms of wavelength! Thus rests the case for the defence….  
 
Peter’s entry is based on a single QSO during November – but he promises to do better in 
December… 
  
The 2021 cumulative table is shown below. As might be expected as we approach the end of the 
2021 cycle there are no changes in position. It looks unlikely that there will be any change as a 
result of the December entries – but one never knows, so watch this space….  
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ENTRANT JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOT 

M0CGF 310 281 313 220 616 473 441 223 150 239 152  3418 

 G4FFY 211 215 252 224 535 405 431 122 193 242 151  2981 

G4LZE 179 177 239 180 592 319 217 0 110 127 104  2244 

G3WRR 21 66 62 33 156 167 33 0 6 39 165  748 

G3EUE 15 60 80 97 140 63 0 0 0 30 131  616 

G4FYF 40 36 36 28 40 43 40 44 40 83 20  449 

G3ZPB 20 136 77 74 51 0 0 18 0 0 4  380 

M0LEP 22 14 12 18 24 22 10 44 16 24 22  228 

G(X)3SRC 48 21 0 0 0 0 57 0 0 0 9  135 

 
With the end of 2021 approaching, a few changes to the rules are being made for 2022. These are 
largely clarifications to cover off instances where ambiguities have been identified and should 
make no difference to what entrants need to do. The updated rules should be on the SRCC 
website by the time you read this. 
 
After my moaning for several months about the tardiness of cycle 25, it finally looks as if the sun is 
getting its act together. Until recently the SFI was sitting in the doldrums between about 70 & 80 
(with a teasing excursion of over 100 for a few days in late October) it suddenly perked up in mid-
December and has been at over 100 (peaking at 138 on the 22nd) for a fortnight now. So let’s hope 
this is the real thing at last! 
 

SRCC NETS 

The following is a list of structured nets on which members of SRCC meet regularly. They are 
sometimes joined by members of other local clubs, who are always made most welcome. The net 
is not usually led by a nominated controller, but stations normally transmit cyclically in the 
chronological order in which they sign in. If any member wishes further occasions and frequencies 
to be added to the table, please let me know at q.g.collier@btinternet.com.  

BAND/FREQUENCY/MODE  DAY OF WEEK START (clock time)  

160m / 1905 kHz / LSB  Sunday 9.30 am 

80m / 3710 kHz (+/- QRM) LSB Monday 9.00 am 

10m / 28.078 MHz / JS8  Wednesday 10.00 am 

4m / 70.30 MHz / FM  Thursday 8.00 pm 

6m / 51.55 MHz / FM  Tuesday 8.00 pm 

2m / 144.6125 MHz / D-Star  Friday 7.30 pm 

2m / 145.35 MHz / FM  Friday 8.00 pm 

In addition to the regular Club Nets, several members monitor the local repeater channels, 
particularly GB3XP (145.6875MHz 82.5Hz CTCSS FM) 

 

THAT’S ALL FOLKS….. 

Not a lot more to say other than 73, and I look forward to seeing you in 2022. 
 
 
73, Quin G3WRR 
SRCC Secretary / Newsletter Editor 
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