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SURREY    RADIO  CONTACT  CLUB 

JULY 2023 – No 971 
 

General Club Business: secretary@srcc.uk 

Membership/Treasurer:  membership@srcc.uk 

Newsletter articles/distribution: newsletter@srcc.uk     

Club Equipment Loan:  equipment@srcc.uk     

Club Website:  https://www.srcc.uk 

 Honorary Secretary & Editor: 

Quin Collier G3WRR 

19 Grangecliffe Gardens, 

LONDON,  

SE25 6SY 

Tel: 020 8653 6948 

 

MONTHLY MEETINGS NORMALLY ON 1ST AND 3RD MONDAYS 7.30 FOR 7.45pm 

Meeting at Trinity School, Shirley Park, Croydon CR9 7AT 
1st MEETING Monday 3 Jul: Short talks evening 

Meeting at  St Paul’s URC, Croham Park Avenue, Croydon CR2 7HF 

2nd MEETING Monday 17 Jul: Fix-it, Move-it-on and Social Chat with John G8MNY 
 

SRCC COMMITTEE 2023/24 
 

Chairman & Publicity G3MCX John Kennedy 020 8688 3322 

Vice Chairman G4LZE Colin Lugard    07533 174388 
 

Hon. Secretary & Newsletter Editor G3WRR Quin Collier 020 8653 6948 

Treasurer, Membership & Liaison G4FFY Ray Howells 01732 357474 

Events G6JXA Kim Brown 07812 735507 

Webmaster G4FYF Steve Jones 01424 584143 

Trophy Manager G7RUX Jason Gardner 07515 357630 

VHF NFD Co-ordinator (Co-opted) G3ZPB Peter Burton 01737 551413 

 

Dear Members & Friends, 
 
Welcome to the July 2023 SRCC Newsletter. I am sorry to say that this issue is a rather shorter 
one than usual (although readers may have a different view on that…). In addition to the 
preparations for VHF NFD your scribe has had to make a rather urgent four-day trip to Nottingham 
to deal with an important family matter.  
 
Just a reminder that the July A meeting will be our last at Trinity School before moving to our new 
“home” at:  
The Jubilee Room 
St. Paul’s United Reformed Church 
Croham Park Avenue 
South Croydon 
CR2 7HF 
 
The first picture shows the location on the map:  
 

mailto:retary@srcc.uk
mailto:membership@srcc.uk
mailto:newsletter@srcc.uk
mailto:equipment@srcc.uk
https://www.srcc.uk/
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The second picture shows a general view of the venue, but if you would like more information, it is 
available at: https://www.stpaulsurc.org.uk/  The Jubilee Room is through the arched door and first 
right. 
 

 
 
Rather ironically, our first accident at Trinity occurred at our penultimate meeting there…. Kim 
G6JXA had a nasty fall on his way from the usual entrance to room 7 where the meeting was held. 
Luckily Jai (the Trinity caretaker) found him on the floor with a nasty cut on the forehead which  
was bleeding copiously. Fortunately, Jai is a trained first aider who was able to stabilise him. Pat 
G4FDN then kindly took Kim to A&E at St. Helier Hospital in Carshalton where he was stitched up 

https://www.stpaulsurc.org.uk/
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and bandaged and kept in overnight for observation. Pat picked him up in the morning and took 
him home where he is recuperating. Two evenings later Kim, although rather tired, was well 
enough to participate in the monthly Committee Zoom call. I’m sure we all offer him our best 
wishes for a speedy recovery – and also our thanks to Jai and Pat for what they did – and also of 
course to the NHS which, despite being under tremendous pressure at present, always seems to 
be able to do the biz when it’s really needed.     
 
73, Quin G3WRR 
 
 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

June A meeting (5th) This was an interesting presentation by John G8MNY on Noise Reduction. In 
brief he: 

• explained: 
o what noise is 
o types of noise (natural and man-made) 
o techniques for reducing (or ideally eliminating) it 
o possible measures to achieve a low noise QTH  

• demonstrated a number of items of noise reduction equipment. 
 
 
 
June B meeting (19th) In addition to the usual B meeting activities of Fix-it, Move-it-on and Social 
Chat, in preparation for VHF NFD the club IC9700 was brought along to allow attendees to get a 
feel for it, along with tests of various headset / electret microphone combinations to work with the 
IC7300 and IC9700 for use “on the day”.  

 

FUTURE MEETINGS 

July A meeting (3rd) This has been advertised as a “short talks evening” opening with a talk by 
John G3MCX on his experiences as a radio operator in the Far East during his National Service. It 
now appears likely that there is enough material for a whole meeting talk from John – but in case 
his run time is shorter than anticipated, Quin G3WRR has up his sleeve a cheap and cheerful 
follow-up on a Field Day ATU based on parts of a wartime T1154 transmitter recovered from a 
dustbin!  
 
In order to improve access safety, Trinity have introduced altered access arrangements. These will 
involve the revolving access door through which we normally enter being kept locked with access 
only being available to members with access cards. However, we expect to have a presence at 
the door to open it for attendees until meeting start time: late arrivals can either call on 
145.350MHz FM or ring on 07951 514074 and will be admitted!  
 
July B meeting (17th) This will be our first meeting at St Paul’s URC. In addition to the usual B 
meeting activities of Fix-it, Move-it-on and Social Chat, this will be a good opportunity to get a feel 
for the new venue.  
 
August A meeting (7th) This will be an on-air night at which we can see what the capabilities of 
erecting aerials are (these look rather promising) and see what can be worked.  
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August B meeting (21st) This will be the usual B meeting with Fix-it, Move-it-on and Social Chat.  

 

VHF NFD 2023  

Just a reminder that, as discussed at the May A meeting, VHF NFD 2023 takes place on the 
weekend of 1st / 2nd July. Members and friends will be welcome to visit, call in to say hello see the 
stations and perhaps do a bit of operating: they may even be offered a cup of tea / coffee and a 
biscuit at no extra charge! And if you don’t fancy a trip into the Great Blue Yonder, why not come 
on the air and give us a few points? (but if you do so please work another station or two as 
working only your own club stations is – rightly - considered rather unsporting…). Stations on 6m, 
4m, 2m & 70cm will be operating as usual, with – for the first time in some years - a 23cm setup. 
Peter G3ZPB will be in charge of the 70cm / 23cm station (G3ZPB/P), Alun G4WGE looking after 
2m (G0SAC/P) and myself running 6m & 4m (G3WRR/P).    

For those who have visited before, we will be on our usual site at Warren Barn Farm just off the  
Limpsfield Road a mile or two South-East of Warlingham. For those who are not familiar with the 
site but who have access to an Ordnance Survey map, it is at TQ386565. But if not, it is still quite 
easy to find. Take the B269 Limpsfield Road (sometimes also called Croydon Road) in a south 
easterly direction out of Warlingham. After about 2 miles and out of the wooded area the stations 
will be clearly visible on the right. If you reach the mini roundabout at the top of Titsey Hill, you’ve 
gone too far! But (assuming you are travelling in the direction away from Warlingham) turn into 
gateway on the right. The road is gated but if you call 07951 514074 or 07921 567651 we can 
remotely operate the gate for access. Please note that Nick the farmer does not wish us to use 
the first turning on the left (on the level part of the dirt road) – it may be closed off anyway - but 
instead follow the road down the hill and take the angled track further down on the left. Follow that 
round up the chalk track until you see the stations above you and to the left. Please help us 
remain in our host’s good books by observing this rule! Hope to see you there…. 

73, Quin G3WRR  

 

HF NFD 2023  

For many years SRCC was very active in HF NFD – a CW event with a history going back to 1933 
and held on the first weekend in June – and was usually to be found towards, or at, the top of the 
table under the leadership of Ron G6LX and John G3BFP. Sadly the glory years are past and 
SRCC as a club no longer takes part. However two of the current members, Quin G3WRR and 
Alun G4WGE (along with John G4CZB who used to live in Purley in the same road as Ted 
G3EUE), still take part under the aegis of Flying Ducks Contest Group from a site near 
Northampton where John now lives. As usual we entered the Low Power Unassisted Portable 
section which allows us a single transceiver with a maximum power output of 100W to a single 
antenna supported by two masts at a maximum height of 15m on the 160/80/40/20/15/10m bands.  
 
In addition to excellent weather for the weekend (thanks, we assume, to the RSGB HF Contest 
Committee), the improved HF band conditions (courtesy of Cycle 25) certainly helped and 
somehow things really seemed in some undefinable way to go much better this year. One of the 
problems with using a single antenna across six bands with a frequency ratio of 16:1 is getting an 
antenna to match efficiently – or in some cases at all….. After struggling for many years with a 
host of separate ATUs per band selected by manual or relay switches with questionable results, 
last year we tried to an auto ATU with a balun on the 50 ohm input side. Although this was a 
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definite improvement there were still a few problems – notably the balun cooking up on 160m. This 
year with a bigger balun all was OK – except on 160m where the auto-ATU didn’t much like the 
very low impedance resulting from the antenna being so close the ground in terms of wavelength. 
So, co-operating with the inevitable, we reverted to a dedicated MFJ series C / shunt L / series C 
ATU. This type of ATU can be the very devil to tune up but once done it behaves itself nicely, and 
apart from the need to repeatedly pop out of the operating tent in the middle of the night to operate 
a pair of switches to swap between 160m and the other five auto-ATU controlled bands all went 
well. (Actually these nocturnal treks were not all bad news as they helped keep the operators 
awake…).  
 
Although we do it for fun – which it is sometimes easy to forget when it’s the middle of the night 
and it’s cold and wet and you are dead tired - it’s always nice to have a good result. We had 1010 
contacts (982 after removal of QSOs with errors, corresponding to an error rate of 0.99%, just 
under two thirds of the average for the event) which earned us fourth place out of thirteen stations 
in the section. The team felt this was a good result! We managed a total of 57 countries (or more 
accurately “DXCC entities”). 81% of these were within Europe but contacts were made with all 
continents except Oceania and Antarctica.  
 
I don’t have any pictures of the event to hand but if I can wheedle some out of Alun I’ll publish 
them (with due attribution…) in the next issue. Our next outing is the IOTA contest on the Isle of 
Wight at the end of July – but that, at 4 weeks out, feels like the infinite future!  
 
73, Quin G3WRR 
 
 

WIMBLEDON CLUB SUMMER CAMP 

 
Another summer outing is 
approaching, one which unlike 
NFD has no competitive 
element to it. This is the 
annual Wimbledon Club 
Summer Camp just inside the 
M25 quite close to its junction 
with the A217. The map to the 
left shows the location which 
this year will be in field B. The 
dates this year are not as 
shown on the map (which is 
from last year) but for 2023 
are from Saturday 26th July to 
Sunday 6th August. All are 
welcome but you might wish 
to contact Andrew G4ADM 
(andrew.masih@ntlworld.com) 
for the latest information.  
 

 

 

mailto:andrew.masih@ntlworld.com
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WHY IS CW CALLED CONTINUOUS WAVE WHEN IT ISN’T ?! by Quin G3WRR 

Peter G3ZPB joked recently that he couldn’t understand why CW was a contraction for continuous 
wave when it patently wasn’t continuous, being broken up into those nasty dots and dashes. 
(Warning - tedious historical explanation follows…) 
 
In fact the term “continuous wave” was so called because early transmissions using spark 
transmitters weren’t continuous at all, instead producing what were called “damped wave trains”. It 
wasn’t until valve technology had made significant advances (with the exception of obsolete 
technologies such as Alexanderson alternators and Poulsen arc systems) that genuinely 
continuous waves were produced. The way spark systems worked is instructive – and I have 
learnt a lot from a copy of the 1938 Admiralty Handbook of Wireless that I picked up somewhere.      
 

 
 The picture at left shows a simplified diagram of a 
spark transmitter. The capacitor C is charged up from 
the DC generator and the voltage across C, and hence 
across the spark gap, rises until the breakdown voltage 
of the spark gap is exceeded. At breakdown, an 
alternating current (at a frequency largely determined 
by the values of L & C) starts to flow round the 
L/C/spark gap circuit. The energy originally stored in C 
is discharged partly as energy coupled to the link 
winding and then radiated from the antenna, and partly 
as heat, light and noise (lots of it) from the spark gap. 
As the energy stored in C is radiated or dissipated, the 
voltage across it drops until it is insufficient to keep the 
spark gap conducting. At this point C starts recharging 
until the spark gap breaks down again – and the cycle 
is repeated. So we have repetitive patches of energy 
radiated (although dropping in magnitude) while the 
spark gap is conducting, followed by gaps of no 
radiation while C recharges. Hence the termed 
“damped wave trains” and the introduction of the term 

“continuous wave” once we could generate them. If anyone else is interested I could probably put 
together a shortish talk to analyse this in more detail – there are an awful lot of interesting 
questions raised! If so, just let me know… 
 
73, Quin G3WRR    

 

HERE AND THERE 

An item of historical (some would say “backward looking”) interest (and arguably not overly 
interesting either..) follows from a chance remark in last month’s Newsletter about the term 
superhet being derived from superheterodyne which is in turn derived from supersonic 
heterodyne. That bit makes sense – but what about heterodyne?  – not a word we often meet at 
trendy dinner parties (although I don’t get invited to many of those these days…).  
   
I understand (information source now forgotten) that it goes back to the days of early AM 
broadcasting when it was discovered that if you had two broadcast stations fairly close to each 
other in frequency, you also heard an audio whistle in your receiver. We now explain that in terms 
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of the principle that if you feed two tones into any non-linear device, in addition to the two original 
tones you get a third at a frequency equal to the difference between the original two tones (and 
also one corresponding to their sum, but let’s not go there now). As the Greek word for “different” 
was heteros this extra (different) tone became known as a heterodyne. And when it was realised 
that you could take advantage of the effect to generate a lower frequency signal (but still above 
the range of hearing) that was easier to amplify, filter, etc. the superhet was born! I wonder - does 
the fact that some engineers also knew a bit of Greek perhaps suggest that in the 1920s the gap 
between engineers / scientist and linguists / artists was a bit narrower than it is nowadays? 
 
73, Quin G3WRR      

 
 

SRCC LEAGUE TABLE – MAY 2023 

Entries for May were down to six, with three of the usual suspects not submitting entries for 
various reasons: Colin G4LZE has no aerials up at present, Ted G3EUE (whom when I last e-
mailed him was OK but taking a while to recover from his fall) and Jason G7RUX who, after a first 
entry last month, has perhaps decided that enough is enough… Here is this month’s listing:   

ENTRANT  
WORKED DXCC / 

SQUARE  
WORKED   SRCC 

MEMBER  
WORKED IN 
CONTEST  

POINTS THIS 
MONTH  

G4FFY  187 6 41 427 

M0CGF  81   162 

G3ZPB  43 1 31 126 

M0LEP  18 4  44 

G3WRR  11  10 32 

G4FYF  14 1  30 

There is no time this month to produce the normal analysis of entries but a few snippets, mainly 
from the entrants themselves, follow …. 

Ray, with a score of 427 – over two and a half that of the second placed entrant and almost 
certainly the highest score ever in the League Table – comments “May was a “high” activity month 
especially on the 6m Magic band!! Worked over 100 big squares – amazing!! Also managed to get 
back on track to enter the RSGB HF FT4 monthly contest”. 

Ian has a new six-way antenna switch to replace the one that got broken in (I believe) a gardening 
accident and is now back in business. 

 Peter comments ”Most of the activity was during the 70cms and HF Data Contests. 
The only QSO of note was a 2-way one with G4FFY using the new(ish) data mode VarAC on 
10m”. 

Rick comments “Last month turned out slightly more productive than I'd expected, given it was also 
a fairly quiet month. There were only 38 QSOs in my log, but they seem to have been quite well 
distributed. That 12 of them were from a SOTA summit in Germany probably helped, but so did a 
few other SOTA activators visiting slightly less usual places”.   
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Quin’s entry was - with the exception of a single 40m SSB contact with the GB23C Coronation 
special station – entirely made up of point-scoring but somewhat mundane contacts in the RSGB 
4m CW contest and 6m & 4m UKACs. 

Steve comments “As mentioned previously, after a couple of weeks of antenna outage, problem 
remedied then back to surfing the wavebands for a couple of weeks”. 

Looking now at the annual cumulative listing, there has been no change in entrants’ positions this 
month – but Ray’s lead over Peter is up from 37% to 85%. That will take some beating – but 
please keep the logs coming! 

ENTRANT JAN  FEB  MAR  APR  MAY  JUN  JUL   AUG  SEP  OCT  NOV  DEC  TOTAL  

G4FFY  155  213  95  109 427               999 

G3ZPB  43  150  131  94 126              544 

M0CGF  70  84  109  110 162               535 

G4FYF  24  38  100  48 30               240 

M0LEP  71  40  46  26  44              227 

G3WRR  63  21    21  32              137 

G7RUX    74         74 

G4LZE  46  12  
  

               58 

G3EUE  10  10    
 

               20 

 
73, Quin G3WRR -  SRCC Leaguemeister 
 
 

SRCC NETS 

The following is a list of structured nets on which members of SRCC meet regularly. They are 
sometimes joined by members of other local clubs, who are always made most welcome. The net 
is not usually led by a nominated controller, but stations normally transmit cyclically in the 
chronological order in which they sign in. If any member wishes further occasions and frequencies 
to be added to the table, please let me know at q.g.collier@btinternet.com.  
 

BAND/FREQUENCY/MODE  DAY OF WEEK START TIME (clock) 

160m / 1905 kHz / LSB  Sunday 9.30 am 

80m / 3710 kHz (+/- QRM) LSB Monday 9.00 am 

10m / 28.078 MHz / JS8  Wednesday 10.00 am 

6m / 51.55 MHz / FM  Tuesday 8.00 pm 

4m / 70.30 MHz / FM  Thursday 8.00 pm 

2m / 144.6125 MHz / Digital Voice Friday 7.30 pm 

2m / 145.35 MHz / FM  Friday 8.00 pm 
 

* The Friday night Digital Voice net usually starts with D-star. 
In addition to the regular Club Nets, several members monitor the local repeater channels, 
particularly GB3XP (145.6875MHz 82.5Hz CTCSS FM) 

 

mailto:q.g.collier@btinternet.com
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THAT’S ALL FOLKS….. 

Nothing more this month – hope to see some of you at VHF NFD!     
 
73, Quin G3WRR, SRCC Newsletter Editor 


