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SURREY RADIO CONTACT CLUB
MAY 2026 — No. 1005

General Club Business:

secretary@srcc.uk

Membership/Treasurer:

membership@srcc.uk

Newsletter articles/distribution:

newsletter@srcc.uk

Club Equipment Loan:

equipment@srcc.uk

Club Website:

https://www.srcc.uk

Honorary Secretary:

Pat McGuinness G4FDN
9 Farmdale Road
Carshalton Beeches
SM5 3NG

020 8643 0491

MONTHLY MEETINGS NORMALLY ON 1stAND 3ro MONDAYS 7.30 FOR 7.45pm
Meetings at St. Paul’s United Reformed Church, Croham Park Avenue,
Croydon CR2 7HF

R e s e s e e e e e e R e S e e e e e s e

15t MEETING Monday 11" May 2026:Number Stations- 1950 to present day - Paul G7TVAK
2" MEETING Monday 18" May 2026: Fix-it, Move-it-on & Social Chat with John GSMNY

Acting Chairman

G4FDN Pat McGuinness

020 8643 0491

Secretary

G4FDN Pat McGuinness

020 8643 0491

Committee member

G6JXA Kim Brown

07498 580216

Committee member

MORSK Shabu “Krishnan”

07889 876269

Ramakrishnan

Committee member M6SLQ Dale McMurray 07812 131643

Committee member Phil Mead 07498 580216

Webmaster (non-Committee member) GA4FYF Steve Jones 01424 259377

Treasurer (non-Committee member) GA4FFY Ray Howells 01732 357474

Newsletter Editor (non-Committee member) G3WRR Quin Collier 020 8653 6948

EDITOR’S OPENER
Dear Members & Friends,

Following the SRCC AGM on 13t April, it's All Systems Go for a new management team running
the club. More details are shown later in this issue of the Newsletter. I'm sure we all wish the new
team best wishes for a successful run at the helm, and trust that all our members will give them
their support.

| spoke to Steve G4FYF recently who described himself as “chipper” and, despite the odd glitch, is
recovering well from his recent round of surgery, although there is still some medical work
including some hormone therapy and “plumbing” to be completed. (I was going to say “loose ends
to be tied up” but that might seem to portray the NHS in a bad light...)

It was good to see Michael Somers at the AGM after a lengthy absence due to domestic matters.
Hope to see you again soon Michael!
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Many thanks to member Dave G3NGK for a further generous donation of equipment to SRCC.
This includes a range of interesting items from two laptops (elderly, being Windows XP based but
seemingly working) via books, modules and cigarette cards (!) to individual components.

Consideration will be given on the best way to make what is available (from Dave and other
donors) visible and accessible to the SRCC membership and non-members (including lists, SRCC
Surplus Equipment Sales, external Rallies, etc.)

It has become a kind of informal habit that some SRCC members gather in the kitchen and chat
while making their tea or coffee. On a couple of occasions, we have had a complaint that we were
being noisy which was adversely affecting the users of the adjacent meeting rooms. Without

wishing to be a party pooper, can we please try to be “good citizens” and keep the noise down in
future?

73, Quin G3WRR

PREVIOUS MEETINGS

March B meeting (16" March) Usual “chat and test gear” session.

April A meeting (13t April) Annual General Meeting. See separate item below

April B meeting (27t April) Usual “chat and test gear” session. This will include an initial
discussion regarding preparation for VHF NFD on 4t/5% July.

FUTURE MEETINGS

May A meeting (11t May) “Number stations: 1950 to the present day” by Paul G7VAK. This will be
a rerun of the presentation Paul gave at the RSGB Convention in October. Please note that (once
again) the meeting will take place on the second Monday of the month rather than the first to avoid
a clash with the May Day Bank Holiday!

May B meeting (18" May) Usual “chat and test gear” session. Following the irregular dates of the
meetings in April and May, normal service (i.e. meetings held on first and third Mondays) will be
resumed from this meeting onward

June A meeting (15t June) Fix-it, Move-it-on, and Social Chat or On the air evening (TBC)

June B meeting (15" June) Members Family & Friends Evening with a live presentation of “The
Agincourt Archer” by Simon Westfield (see New Secretary’s Report for further details).

July 4/5% VHF National Field Day (location and participation to be confirmed)

July A meeting (6™ July) Fix-it, Move-it-on and social chat or On the air evening (TBC)

2

July B meeting (20t July) A presentation by physicist Gary Newport on “The Evolution of Stars’
(see New Secretary’s Report for further details)

73, Quin G3BWRR
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2026

This was held on 13t April and was attended by 19 members. The formal notes will be issued in
due course but for now some of the key points were:

e Club officers, Committee and other functions were elected as follows:

o

O OO0 OO O OO0

Secretary Pat G4FDN (by definition a Committee member)
Chairman Pat G4FDN (will perform Chairman role when necessary)
Committee member Kim G6JXA

Committee member Krishnan MORSK

Committee member Dale M6SLQ

Committee member Phil Mead

Treasurer Ray G4FFY (non-Committee member)
Webmaster Steve G4FYF (non-Committee member)
Newsletter Quin G3WRR (non-Committee member)

e The financial position of the club continues to be very healthy with total assets of
£13356.84, although there was a cash deficit of £414.47 for the year

e Membership was 44, three up on the previous year and including six new members

e Outgoing Chairman Colin G4LZE gave an overall summary of the year’s activities,
including:

0O O O O O

List of meetings

List of club nets

SRCC 90" anniversary meal

“‘competitive stuff”

Trophy winners
= SRCC Coronation Cup G3WRR
» Basil Wardman Tankard G8MNY
= Johnny Haydon Rosebowl G4FFY
= SRCC Club Cup MOCGF
= Sutton Trophy No award

Quin G3WRR

NEW SECRETARY’S REPORT

Though | was previously Chairman for 11 years, the roles are different and |
ask member’s forbearance as | get used to it.

G4FDN It is a first-time experience for me to be the Hon. Secretary for the SRCC.

| would like to thank the previous committee for all the work they did

managing and supporting the continuance of the club and its activities. | particularly want to thank
Ray G4FFY, Quin G3WRR, Colin G4LZE and Steve G4FYF in not only helping with a smooth
transition but also in the case of Ray, Quin and Steve, being willing on a pro tem basis to continue
with treasurer, newsletter editor and webmaster roles. Without this generous commitment from
them the club would have fallen into disarray. The members present at the AGM agreed to this
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arrangement as well as the smaller committee. These arrangements will need to be revisited at
some point and decisions made on whether to formally change any of the club rules to reflect
changing club circumstances.

As | am now 74 years old, it wasn’t my intention to stand for committee again, but having been a
member since 1973, | did not want to see the club fail. | am hoping with the new and smaller
committee we reach the point where we have younger and more recently licenced members able
to take on the main officer roles of the club. However, the club still needs volunteers now to come
forward and help with such tasks as equipment management that involves keeping and loaning
out the club’s radio equipment to members. A volunteer is also needed to be our surplus
equipment manager that collects and keeps donations and brings them to our surplus equipment
sales. Neither of these roles require the person on committee but equally doesn’t exclude them
from being co-opted should they agree.

One of the first actions taken by the new committee of Dale M6SLQ. Krishnan MORSK, Phil Mead,
Kim G6JXA and myself has been to start to fill out the club’s calendar with more external speakers
and presenters. To that end we have decided to re-instate a least one meeting a year devoted to a
non-radio or technical topic, so it would be of general interest to members families and friends.
Such meetings, often to do with history, and local history, were some of our best attended
meetings.

This year’s meeting in this category will be ‘The Agincourt Archer’ presented by Simon Waterfield
on the 15t June. Simon researches and monologues about events and people in history and
performs his stories as a monologue in character in the first person. This makes the event come
alive for the audience. The archer tells of his experiences before, on the way to, and at war, in
Agincourt, and how they affected him and his family on his return, and his reflections on the
meaning of war and remembrance. It includes historical anecdotes, and reproduction historical
artefacts which are used as part of the drama to bring history and the archer’s story to life.
Humour and emotion are strong elements of the tale, as is some assistance from Shakespeare.
Please inform and invite your spouses, children to this meeting which will no doubt give them an
enjoyable and interesting evening but also allow them to see and meet your fellow members.

We also used to have, from time-to-time, science-based presentations on aspects that related to
our interest in amateur radio. The sun, as you known affects and controls many aspects of radio
propagation, and without the sun we would not have life on Earth. So, | am pleased to announce
that physicist Gary Newport has agreed to present to us on ‘The Evolution of Stars’, on the 20t
July. This is a topic Gary is authoritative to speak on as it was the subject of his PhD thesis.

The committee is also currently attempting to source speakers relating to HF transceiver design,
antennas, and vintage radio repair, and details on these will hopefully appear in later newsletters.

On the home front, since the beginning of February | have been overseeing a major side and rear
extension to our house, which initially involved demolition of our double garage and part of the
dining room and kitchen followed by excavations for foundations. We are about half way through
the build and hope to be finished by mid to end July. My HF operation was interrupted last week
as | had to lower and move the central supporting pole for my 102-foot doublet, as the place in the
garden where the central pole rested was required for a new big soakaway 1m x 1.75m in area
and 1.5m deep. Two trenches for rainwater pipes from the house to the soakaway also had to be
dug. The big hole was filled with soakaway crates surrounded by gravel. The work was done and
re-instated expertly in 2 days and one has to look closely to discern the patch that was dug up.
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Radio Operation: In the last month, my operations have been split between mobile operation on
2m/70cm FM/DSTAR -largely on FM via the GB3XP repeater with QSOs with SRCC members
Geoff G4STS, Dale M6SLQ, David GOPAR and Kim G6JXA, and some fixed station operating. For
fixed station working, | have worked SRCC members Martin G4FKK and Gareth G4XAT on the
informal Top Band FreeDV net on 1.905MHz around 10am on Sunday mornings, as well as John
G8MNY, Dave 2EOEBK, David GOPAR, and Kim G6JXA on the club’s 6m and 4m FM nets. If you
haven’t been on the club nets before, or for a long while, they are a good way to keep in touch

with other members and find out what has been happening locally. | hope to hear some of you
soon.

Pat G4FDN

HERE AND THERE

Mobile radio in the 1920s!

Many thanks to Michael Somers who recently sent me an interesting extract from the Daily
Telegraph of 3 March 1926 — almost exactly a century ago! | tried to paste it straight into the
Newsletter but it wouldn’t go in — so sadly this is only a transcribed copy of the original ....

“WIRELESS ON TRAINS

A further interesting experiment in wireless reception on a moving train was tried by the Great
Western Railway Company yesterday with gratifying results. An Ethnodyne Burndept seven-valve
instrument was installed on the Cornish Riviera express leaving Paddington at 10.30 a.m. This
train runs without a stop from London to Plymouth, a distance of 226 miles, the longest non-stop
railway express journey in the world. The receiving instrument, with merely a frame aerial placed
in a first-class compartment operated five loud speakers in the dining-cars and twenty head-
phones. On the outward journey a certain amount of interference by induction was experienced
owing to the working of the dynamo underneath the carriage used for the generation of the electric
light. By a mechanical adjustment during the homeward run this was completely eliminated, and
reception was of the most perfect character”.

A small personal snippet — my ex-wife’s paternal grandfather was a train driver on the GWR. That
much we know is true...where the tale may be drifting into family mythology is that Grandfather
Medland held the record for the fastest Paddington to Penzance run on several occasions (this
was in the days when railways were less regulated than nowadays and the crews took pride in
pushing things a bit). The story goes a stage further in that these records were supposed to have
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been achieved on occasions when Grandfather M. had had an argument with his fireman and was
punishing him by making him work unusually hard! But that last bit might be just an apocryphal
tale (an apocryphal tale being defined by another member of the Medland clan as “a story which if
it isn’t true, ought to be”)....

Meanwhile, back in the world of radio ... Most of us probably know, even if we have never learnt
Morse Code, that E, as the most frequently used letter, consists of a single dot (a.k.a dit) and that
letters that are used less frequently such as Q are longer (in that case dah dah dit dah). This is
actually common sense as it minimises the number of dots or dashes used — or in other words it
optimises use of bandwidth — something that was recognised long before the term bandwidth
came into use. | remember being taught formulae over 50 years ago at Southampton which
allowed you to optimise the coding structure to match the available carrier bandwidth and type of
data you wanted to send.... but those have long since fallen off the end of the shift register in my
brain!

The benefit of such optimisation was understood almost from the beginning of telegraphy - but did
you know how the code for each letter was selected? It appears that Alfred Vail (one of Samuel
Morse’s assistants) went into a New Jersey print shop and established the character frequencies
by counting the number of movable type elements (i.e. individual characters assembled to make
words) in the print storage trays and used that frequency distribution to generate the Morse Code
alphabet. The first code, in about 1844, was a bit clunky and used dots, long dashes and short
dashes. The original code was improved by Friedrich Gerke to include umlauted letters and was
used on the German railways from 1851. This was enhanced again in 1865 to form International
Morse Code which was eventually adopted by ITU. | have often wondered how different the Morse
Code would have been if it had been invented in a country where English was not the dominant
tongue (in which case it probably wouldn’t have been called Morse Code, but we'll let that pass...)
and based on letter distribution frequencies in a language other than English? We will never know
but it's fun to speculate. And finally, for those who think that “Morse is dead” it's worth noting that a
Morse character has been introduced for the @ character.....

Thinking more broadly about the effect that language differences have on communication
standards, many folks know that in Germany the keyboard is based around a QWERTZ keyboard
rather than QWERTY. Just out of interest | looked in to this a bit further and regretted doing so!
Thinking solely about the Latin alphabet (as used in the UK), in addition to QWERTY & QWERTZ
for English and German applications there is also AZERTY suited to French and Belgian as well
as at least nine other styles for the Latin alphabet. including DVORAK and COLEMAK whose
merits | have not investigated. At this point | decided to have a relaxing cup of tea and think about
something else....

By an odd coincidence, while typing the above | received an email from Steve G4FYF on the
same general theme of managing communication in a world of different languages as follows:

“In aviation, why is 9 pronounced "niner” instead of "nine"?

Good ears, My Friend! There are actually two numbers that have a unique pronunciation: three (3)
pronounced “tree” ; and nine (9) pronounced “niner”. And you might think it’s just an old, bad habit,
but actually the intent is to render their pronunciation “dialect neutral’.

Since the entire world has agreed upon a speech convention (English) for all pilots in flight, some
are forced to speak in a language not their own and occasionally pronunciation of certain syllables
is a challenge. Thus, all letters are pronounced phonetically (“alpha, bravo, charlie, delta, foxtrot,
golf, etc.”) and numeral three and numeral nine are changed. By the way, pilots do not do this to
be friendly or nice; it is a recognition of the importance of safety in communication”
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PICTURE CORNER

LEFT: Thanks to Krishnan MORSK who sent this picture and says “The X50 | had bought from Pat
G4FDN over a year ago has finally gone up! Using a ML&P 7mm Ultraflex feeder. Working well so
far!”

RIGHT: John G8MNY receiving the Basil Wardman Tankard from Chairman Pat G4FDN as
second place prize in the 2025 SRCC Construction Contest

VHF NFD APPROACHES!

It's that time of the year again when radio amateurs’ thoughts start turning to VHF portable
contests...

SRCC (either in its own right or as part of combined teams such as North East Surrey Contest
Group) is believed to have taken part in VHF NFD every year since its inception in 1963 (when it
made the winning entry and subsequently donated the Surrey Trophy to the RSGB as first prize in
the event). If members of SRCC or other clubs who receive copies of this Newsletter are
interested in taking part — and perhaps making equipment, tentage etc available - please contact
Pat G4FDN at patrick@mc-guinness.eu. Quin G3WRR
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SRCC NETS

The following is a list of structured nets on which members of SRCC meet regularly. They are
sometimes joined by members of other local clubs, who are always made most welcome. The net
is not usually led by a nominated controller, but stations normally transmit cyclically in the
chronological order in which they sign in. If any member wishes further occasions and frequencies
to be added to the table, please let me know at g.g.collier@btinternet.com.

BAND/FREQUENCY/MODE DAY OF WEEK START TIME (clock)
160m / 1905 kHz / LSB Sunday 9.30 am
80m / 3710 kHz (+/- QRM) LSB Monday 9.00 am
10m / 28.078 MHz / JS8 Wednesday 10.00 am
6m /51.55 MHz /| FM Tuesday 8.00 pm
4m /70.30 MHz / FM Thursday 8.00 pm
2m / 144.6125 MHz / Digital Voice Friday 7.30 pm
2m/ 145.35 MHz /| FM Friday 8.00 pm

* The Friday night Digital Voice net usually starts with D-star.
In addition to the regular Club Nets, several members monitor the local repeater channels,
particularly GB3XP (145.6875MHz 82.5Hz CTCSS FM).

THAT’S ALL FOLKS.....

It has been necessary to stand over an item from Paul G7VAK till next month as its inclusion
would have resulted in a Newsletter 18 pages long which might have been a bit much, and there is
enough in the current issue without it to hold readers’ attention! Next month Paul, | promise....
Inputs from any of our membership or other readers are of course welcome!

73, Quin G3WRR
SRCC Newsletter Editor
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