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MONTHLY MEETINGS 1ST AND 3RD MONDAYS 7.30 FOR 7.45pm

Meetings at Trinity School, Shirley Park, Croydon CR9 7AT
***************************************************
1st MEETING: Monday 3 August. The Crystal Palace Story 1851 – 1936
presented by Barrie McKay of The Crystal Palace Museum.

2nd MEETING: Monday 17 August. Fix-it, Move-it-On and Informal Chat.
led by John G8MNY.
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Vice-Chairman and Web Master
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Contest Co-ordinator, Newsletter Editor
Chief Fund-raiser, Liaison, Recycling, Equipment
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Dear Members & Friends,
Hello and welcome to the July 2015 issue of
the Newsletter, edited by John G8IYS.
THIS MONTH'S MEETINGS

Pat McGuinness
Steve Jones
John Kennedy
Ray Howells
John Simkins
Maurice Fagg
Rick Hewett
Quin Collier

020 8643 0491
020 8406 0919
020 8688 3322
01732 357474
020 8657 0454
020 8669 1480
01689 851472
020 8653 6948

Well, this is now the later date and we are
pleased to welcome Barrie for a third time.

Second Meeting: Monday 17 August.
Chat and Fix-it Evening.
LAST MONTH'S MEETINGS

First Meeting: Monday 3 August.
The Crystal Palace Story 1851 – 1936
presented by Barrie McKay of
The Crystal Palace Museum.
Members may remember that last year, we
welcomed Barrie McKay on a return visit with the
intention of presenting this illustrated talk.
However, recognising that the date of the
meeting was the 100th Anniversary of the start of
the Great War, his intended talk was replaced by
“The Crystal Palace at War” and the advertised
topic was postponed to a later date.
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G4FDN
G4FYF
G3MCX
G4FFY
G8IYS
G4DDY
M0LEP
G3WRR

First Special Meeting: Sunday 12 July.
80th Anniversary Garden Party at QTH of
Sandra and John G3MCX. Report by Quin
G3WRR.
It is questionable whether I, as a relative newbie
to the SRCC, should really be writing up the
report on its 80th birthday celebration. I tried that
excuse on the Newsletter Editor, but he would
not accept it, so here goes….
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Our Club Secretary, John G3MCX, and his wife
Sandra had very kindly (one might almost say
foolishly) offered the use of their garden as a
venue for the celebration. John had, rather late in
the day, been notified that a major sporting event
was to be held in Lloyd Park that weekend,
resulting in access and parking restrictions.
Despite this potential banana skin, when I arrived
(by tram…), it fortunately appeared not to have
caused significant problems for the attendees.
Going in the side (riff raff) entrance I was greeted
by the site of a marquee hosting a bar with tables
and chairs. Also, optimistically it seemed to me,
tables and chairs had been set up in the open
air. And on the catering front, there was a
gazebo with tables containing plates, cutlery,
buns and side salad, in support of a Hog Roast.
Despite the term “hog”, in fact the pig in question
was clearly the result of some quite advanced
genetic engineering, because in addition to the
usual piggy bits it seemed to have quite a few
chicken legs. There were also mushrooms,
provided mainly for vegetarian attendees, but
many of these were eaten by meativores as
accompaniment to the pig (self included - mea
culpa). That was the main course – and very
good it was too. This was followed by a splendid
cake, suitably iced with the SRCC logo, made by
Prim G4CCY. The honour of cutting this went to
Sandra Kennedy as co-host (once a big enough
knife had been found). In the interests of
promoting balanced digestion, the bar provided a
selection of drinks to accompany the food,
including tea & coffee and soft drinks. But
probably most notable was a Pimms-based
punch containing enough diced fruit to ensure
that the most demanding consumer was sure of
getting his or her “five a day”. Michael, the son
of Chairman Pat and Cece provided a splendid
service as sole preparer and deliverer. He
seemed to have little chance throughout the day
of escaping from the marquee.
So we had food, drink, accommodation….what’s
missing? Well, people of course! There was a
good number of folks there – attempts to
estimate the number were foiled by a steady
stream of arrivals and a (much smaller) number
of early leavers, compounded by the fact that
people were circulating around all the time. The
mix was good too – regular club attenders,
members we don’t see as much as we would
like, “significant others” and a gratifying number
of children. The latter displayed the admirable
tendency to get on easily with each other
(something we adults could perhaps learn from
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them) and spent much of the time chasing each
other exuberantly but unobtrusively round
Sandra’s garden features! There was also a
couple of unexpected visitors in the form of a PC
accompanied by a PCSO, but no arrests ensued.
Before, during and after eating (drinking
continued), it was time for photographs. The lead
here was taken by Gareth (John G8IYS’s son)
who displayed a David Bailey style ability I was
unaware he had. Others (notably Rick M0LEP,
Steve G4FYF and Ray G4FFY) blasted away
with their telephones (try explaining that to an
early SRCC member….). The final formal(ish)
part of the proceedings was a charming duet by
two young people from John & Sandras’ New
Zealand arm of the family.

This way in.....

Pat G4FDN makes the welcome speech – with the Hog
Roast Man providing the backing
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The marquee – come rain or shine

The cake - before cutting

The chat accompanied by Pimms

The cutting of the cake

The eating started – accompanied by more Pimms

The witnesses to the execution
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And so events finally wound down with all
present helping clear up afterwards. Everyone
seemed to agree that, despite the indifferent
weather (overcast but with only a few spots of
rain), it had been a great success, and that
abundant thanks are due to John and Sandra.
It is understood that the SRCC Committee will be
starting to sell 100th birthday tickets as from the
next meeting…..
Quin G3WRR

2nd Meeting. Monday 20 July 2015.
Chat & Fix-it, led by John G8MNY
More chatting

Although the turn-out numbered only ten this
evening, possibly due to holidays, there was no
shortage of activity. Our Vice Chairman, Steve
G4FYF has taken a few pictures and I have
made some notes to go with them.
We were pleased to see Steve G0STE this
evening as he had not been along for some time.
First to catch my eye was Ivor M0IMJ,sitting with
an FT 817 on his lap. In his hand was a very
small paddle key which he had picked up for a
fiver. Ideally, this should work with the 817's builtin keyer. This was not to be, it only produced
dots! Ivor said it was an internal fault and needed
to be reprogrammed to find the dashes!

Elle, Ello, Ello. Is this an undercover operation?

John G8MNY had another busy evening, with an
antenna up the flagpole and his IC 735 running
on 40m. Strong CW signals were coming in from
the Continent in the background. John also had
his classic crystal set on display. Amazing
reception of LW and MW stations with plenty of
audio volume.

G8MNY's Crystal Set

The most excellent entertainment
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Gareth G4XAT brought in his very nice home
brew cavity rejection filter, an excellent example
of his meticulous workmanship [as plumbing
goes, a work of art! G4FYF].This was designed
to reject paging signals around 138 MHz that
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affected his Weather Station operating around
137MHz. Our Chairman, Pat G4FDN and Gareth
were using a Vector Network Analyser to make
some minor adjustments.

Tucked away on a window ledge was another of
our home brew experts and probably one of the
most prolific: Steve G4FYF. This evening he had
his finished a memory keyer, driven by the
refurbished paddle key once belonging to Quin
G3WRR. It was working very well and already
had a long CQ call programmed in to it.
Steve had also brought along a 40m QRP
transceiver which he had built, it only cost him
£2. I had a listen and CW signals were coming in
very well.
Home brew is not dead yet!

Gareth displaying the Vector Analyser curves

John G3MCX testing Steve G4FYF's
Morse Keyer

73. John G3MCX.

Gareth interpreting the analysis results
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VHFNFD 2015 North East Surrey CG

to the top of the results table. Here are a few pics
of the activity

Just as we had hoped, were on the air again in
VHFNFD from Sat 4 to Sun 5 July, 1500 clock to
1500 clock each day from Warren Barn Farm,
Woldingham.
We were QRV on 6m, 4m , 2m and 70cm, using
respectively the callsigns: G4ALE/P, G4ALE/P,
G4WGE/P and G8IYS/P in the Restricted
Section ie 100W to a single antenna on each
band.
The operating teams were drawn from the
Addiscombe RC, SRCC and independents.
Operator's and Supporter's callsigns were: Mike,
G3VYI, Peter G3SJX, Steve G3UFY, Jim
G4WYJ, Alun G4WGE, Denis G0OLX, Andrew
G1KAG, John G8MNY, Peter G7PWV, Ray
G4FFY, Steve G4FYF, Quin G3WRR, John
G8IYS, John G3MCX and Pat G4FDN.

Peter G3SJX, escaping from RadCom equipment
reports, sorting out the DX on 6m/4m – G4ALE/P.

To the best of my knowledge, most equipment
worked seamlessly throughout and all operators
seemed content with their station's performance.
I have not been told directly, but I understand
that the original 2m Linear Amplifier became
deceased at some point. If I were to pose the
question: “who would be the most likely person
on site to have a suitable replacement?”, who
would that be? Correct. It was John G8MNY.
Thanks are particularly due to Steve G3UFY
from Addiscombe ARC, and his son Steven, who
supplied the “quiet” diesel generator and laid out
the distribution cables for each station.
Mike G3VYI operating alfresco on 6m/4m – G4ALE/P

I drew the short straw for the refuelling at 3.0 am,
having survived until 1.0 am, when traffic died. I
set my alarm accordingly, stayed awake in
anticipation, did it without mishap, returned to
bed, but lay awake again until 5.30 am. Happily,
70cm reopened just at that time.
We were visited by Pat G4FDN and John
G3ENG. John G3MCX was on site on the Friday
afternoon for set-up and on Sunday afternoon,
for dismantling.
While we are into thanks, it is also most
appropriate to express our gratitude to Nick
Fuller, the farmer of Warren Barn and his father
Rodney for their kindness in welcoming us onto
their land, once again.
It will be a few weeks until adjudication is
complete, but I think we will find ourselves close
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John G8IYS and Ray G4FFY on 70 cm - G8IYS/P
at kick-off: working 1 station every two minutes.
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Website Update – Component Bank.
A list of variable capacitors is now added to the
Club component bank on the SRCC website. Go
to the ‘Component Bank’ page and click link. A
paper copy will be available at Club nights for
those not internet connected.

Peter G7PWV and Steve G4FYF on 70cm - G8IYS/P

As a reminder, this facility is for members only
who may need a one-off, maybe oddball
component. If anything required, free of charge,
contact a member of the committee. Proviso is
that some input of what/why would be nice for
our newsletter! More stuff is awaiting sorting and
cataloguing; watch this space!
73 Steve, G4FYF.

Handy Tip for Your Tip! – Steve G4FYF
This is my standard soldering iron.

.
Quin G3WRR and Ray G4FFY on 70 cm – G8IYS/P

Given many cycles of wetting the tip cleaning
sponge it finally disintegrated into almost subatomic particles. We had a pack of six
Sainsburys Basic kitchen cleaning sponges in the
cupboard, on one side of which has a green
semi-abrasive covering.

G8MNY/P taking time out from VHFNFD to operate on
the SRCC Sunday morning Top band net.

Sorry, but I do not have any good pics from the
2m station G4WGE, except that of an inflatable
duck attached to their mast rigging. Pity, since
right now, they are leading the VHFNFD Claimed
Scores Table. Pics solicited.
73. John G8IYS VHF Contest Organiser.
Issue 1 for distribution

Page 7 of 10

Using my thumb nail, the green bit was prised
away from the underlying sponge and when
folded in half and cut, it snugly fitted the iron
stand aperture.
Not too abrasive and when dampened, it
admirably refreshes the iron tip. Cheap and
cheerful – the G4FYF motto!! I’m sure there will
be a use for the redundant sponge!
[Stop press: Later, the sponge bit proved ideal
for application of cleaning/refurbish stuff to my
car’s soft top!] 73. Steve G4FYF.

Having removed the mechanical bits, switches, and
the underside wiring, I set about the mount with a
reasonably blunt wood chisel to remove adhesive and
general grime deposits. Following a gentle rub-over
the base with emery paper, it, and the mechanical bits
were placed in a colander which was then placed in
the domestic dishwasher for a short, low temperature,
cycle. I’ve used this process several times to clean up
reclaimed variable capacitors; works a treat without
detriment to their operation/value, just a tad of silicon
grease added to the bearing points when dry.
After dishwasher treatment

Bencher Key Refurb – Steve G4FYF
Upon the sad passing of long time SRCC member
and CW fanatic John Headland G3BFP, equally
fanatical CW member, Quin G3WRR, bought John’s
chrome-plated Bencher key which had been donated
to the Club for sale.

Then, very kindly, Quin offered his well-used key to
me. This key was similar but on a black base with
some attached micro switches that Quin had added used for selecting messages on his auto-keyer. The
underside was a ‘rats-nest’ of associated wiring!

Next step, to re-spray the base. I knocked up a rig to
aid the process made of string and a bit of welding
rod. This was hung form a convenient gas pipe in a
suitably protected area of my ‘spray shop’; actually a
corner of my garage!

The key feel and operation was excellent. However,
the surface evidence of much adhesive and grime and
the glued on switches detracted from its excellence!
So, made a bold move to strip down and refurbish.

Four thin coats of primer followed by four of colour
coat (in the ‘FYF corporate’ homebrew colour!) then
four of lacquer were applied and left to dry for 36
hours. Then I reassembled the mechanical bits and
re-wired. Operation was as before, but now the whole
shebang, in my opinion, is aesthetically more
appealing. 73. Steve G4FYF.
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FOR SALE Maurice G4DDY

Both items are currently lodged at QTH G8IYS in
Sanderstead. Could bring to a Club meeting or
phone me to arrange collection. 020 8657 0454.

ICOM IC-728 HF Transceiver. All mode.
General Coverage Receive: 500 KHz - 30 MHz.
Triple conversion superhet.
Transmit 1.800 – 29.700 Amateur Bands.
Extended coverage 7.0 – 7.4 MHz
100 watts adjustable.
Complete with ICOM separate dedicated PSU.
Complete with manual. £250.

FUTURE SRCC MEETINGS
3 Aug 2015 The Crystal Palace Story
17 Aug 2015 Fix-it, Move-it-On, Advice Clinic
7 Sep 2015

21 Sep 2015 Fix-it, Move-it-On, Advice Clinic
5 Oct 2015
Autumn Surplus Equipment Sale
19 Oct 2015
2 Nov 2015

Contact Maurice G4DDY 020 8669 1480 or
Mobile 0781 568 3335

TBC. Maybe Antenna Modelling

Fix-it, Move-it-On, Advice Clinic
Short Talks Evening

16 Nov 2015 Fix-it, Move-it-On, Advice Clinic
7 Dec 2015 SRCC Construction Contest

DONATED CLUB ITEMS STILL FOR SALE

21 Dec 2015

Informal pre-Xmas Social and
sampling of various tinctures

OTHER CLUBS' MEETINGS
Wimbledon & District ARS

Heathkit SB200 Linear Amplifier.
Complete with Assembly Manual and Circuit
Diagram.

25 Jul

Summer camp starts at Crossways
Farm, Crossways Lane, RH2 0TX.

2 Aug

Summer camp ends
Contact Jim Noon M6AVV - 020
8337 4940.
email jamesanoon@hotmail.co.uk
Web site:- http://www.gx3wim.org.uk

Tested to full-UK legal output. and fully working.
Covers 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 meters ie nonWARC. Specification says 1200 W out for 100 W
in !!
2 x 572B Valves in parallel. Integral PSU. Lots of
info available on the web. Modification to include
WARC Bands should be simple. £200. Bargain.

Meetings are at 8pm on the 2nd and
final Friday of each month at Martin
Way Methodist Church, Merton Park
(corner of Buckleigh Avenue), SW19
9JZ.
Sutton & Cheam RS
20 Aug

Early Wireless Licences with Dr
Elizabeth Brunton.
Meeting at Vice Presidents Lounge,
Sutton United Football Club, Gander
Green Lane, Sutton – 8pm.
Sec: John G0BWV 020-8644 9945
Bromley & District ARS

Nevada TM1000 High Power ATU. Complete
with manual.
Fully functional, but damaged centre knob – not
very elegantly repaired with a Jubilee clip should be simple to replace/do a better job of
repair. £80.
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18 Aug1. Operating and Social Evening 2. To be Confirmed.
3.
Normal Meetings 7.30 for 8.00 pm @
Victory Social Club, Kechill Gardens,
Hayes, Bromley, Kent.
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Contact: Andy Brooker G4WGZ
01689 878089

Crystal Palace R & EC
07 Aug

'Build and Buns': an LC Meter.
All Saints Church Parish Rooms,
Beulah Hill from 7:30pm. Bob
G3OOU 01737 552170 (Meet
normally monthly on 1st Friday)
http://www.g3oou.co.uk/
Dorking & DARS

25 Aug

Social Meeting.
Contact: David Browning M6DJB.
Email: djb.abraxas@btinternet.com
Meetings held 7.45 pm at The
Friends Meeting House, Butterhill,
Dorking, RH4 2LE.
Web site:- www.ddrs.org.uk
Coulsdon ATS

10 Aug

CATS Barbecue at QTH G4RWW.
Meetings held 8 pm on 2nd Monday
each month @ St. Swithun’s Church
Hall, Grovelands Rd, Purley.
Steve Beal G3WZK. Secretary@
catsradio.org. Tel: 01883 620730.
Crawley ARC

-

No August meeting.
Hon Sec: Phil Moore M0TZZ
Contact: secretary@carc.org.uk for
more info.
Formal meetings held every third
Wednesday each month at:
Hut 18, Tilgate Recreational Centre,
Tilgate Forest, Crawley West
Sussex. Directions check at
carconline.blogspot.co.uk
Horsham ARC

06 Aug

BBC Outside Broadcasting with Tony
Crake G0OVA.
Meetings held at 8 pm on 1st
Thursday each month at: Guide Hall,
20 Denne Road, Horsham, West
Sussex, RH12 1JF.
Contact: www.harc.org.uk. Hon Sec
Alister Watt email:
g3zbu@hotmail.com

Sign Off. That's all folks.
73. John G8IYS Editor.
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