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 SURREY RADIO CONTACT CLUB 
82nd Anniversary Year - Founded 1935  

February 2017 – No: 894  

 
 

 
CLUB NET 1.905 MHz LSB  Sunday 9:30am  
CLUB NET 70.30 MHz FM                   Thursday   8.00pm  
CLUB NET 145.35 MHz +/- 25kHz  FM Friday   8.00pm  
 
 

CLUB Internet WEB Site:   http://www.g3src.org.uk 

 Hon. Sec. John Kennedy G3MCX 
22 Croham Park Avenue 

SOUTH CROYDON 
Surrey CR2 7HH  

020-8688 3322 

E-mail: secretary@g3src.org.uk 

 
 

 
MONTHLY MEETINGS 1ST AND 3RD MONDAYS 7.30 FOR 7.45pm 

Meetings at Trinity School, Shirley Park, Croydon C R9 7AT 
*******************************************************************************************                    

1st MEETING    Monday 6 th February : “How Not to Win NFD” by Quin G3WRR  
 

2nd MEETING   20th February:  Informal Chat, Move-it-On, Fix-it. Led by John G8MN Y 

SRCC Committee 2016/17  

Chairman & Club Meetings G4FDN  Pat McGuinness 020 8643 0491 
Vice-Chairman M0LEP Rick Hewett 01689 851472 
Secretary & Communications G3MCX John Kennedy 020 8688 3322 
Web Master (ex Committee) G4FYF Steve Jones 01424 584143 
Treasurer & Membership Records G4FFY Ray Howells 01732 357474 
Equipment Officer, Fund Raising & Liaison 
Recycling, t 

G4DDY  Maurice Fagg 020 8669 1480 
Club Contest Co-ordinator G3WRR Quin Collier 020 8653 6948 
Co-opted Committee Member G3ZPB   Peter Burton 01737 551413 
Co-opted Committee Member G6JXA   Kim Brown 07812 735507 

Dear Members & Friends , 
Hello and welcome to the February 2017 
Issue of the SRCC Newsletter. 

 

First Meeting: 6 th February 2017: 
How Not to Win NFD 
Quin G3WRR will be presenting a light-
hearted look at NFD gained from his many 
years of experience. Quin mentions that 
there will be a fair selection of photographs, 
and a small smattering of technical content 
but only a couple of minutes! 

This will be a fun evening but with a serious 
message. 

Second Meeting: 20 th February 
2017: Informal Chat, Move-it-On, 
Fix-it session  
 
This will follow the usual format for the 
second monthly meeting: mainly a chance to 
chat to other members/visitors face to face, 
but with the option of taking advice on those 
intractable technical problems with the 
assistance of the collective brainpower 
present, supported by a set of test equipment 
provided by John G8MNY. If you have a 
particular problem in mind, it might be worth 
contacting John in advance to ensure that he 
has the right kit to assist! 
 
 

http://www.g3src.org.uk
mailto:secretary@g3src.org.uk
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LAST MONTH'S MEETINGS  

9TH JANUARY 2017 SRCC MEETING – “3D PRINTING” BY GARETH G4XAT 
The presentation at the 9th January meeting, delivered by SRCC member Gareth G4XAT, was on the subject of 3D 
printing. 20 members and visitors were present.   

 
Gareth opened by saying that he first became aware of 3D printing in 2000 on a visit to the Warwick University 
Rapid Prototyping Centre. Three different techniques were demonstrated: 
• Stereo lithography – This is based on a vat of resin which is photo-chemically triggered by a laser in areas 

where solid material is required. The created objected is built up one layer at a time on a base plate 
which is lowered on completion of a layer, and new top layers are progressively added until the object is 
complete. It involves high capital and running costs and is messy due to the need for solvents, etc. 

• Laser sintering – This works by spreading layers of powdered target material which are then fused by a 
laser where solid material is required. As with stereo lithography, when a layer is completed, the base is 
lowered and new layers are created.  A useful analogy is to think of a sandcastle built upwards in layers, 
one grain at a time. Again, high capital costs are involved: the process is slow, and objects have a rough 
surface finish 

• Extrusion (or Additive) Printing – (alternatively known as Free Form Fabrication / Manufacturing 
(FFF/FFM). Again, a layered deposition approach is used: a filament of the target material is fed from a 
spool into a computer controlled heated extruder head which is moved in the X, Y & Z planes and 
deposits liquid filament which solidifies on cooling where solid material is required. The ability to move in 
three dimensions means that a moveable base is not required in this case.  Since the principle involves 
melting some plastic and squirting it around where build up is required, the analogy in this case would be 
a computer controlled glue gun.  

Further information on each of these techniques is available at:  
 https://3dprintingindustry.com/3d-printing-basics-free-beginners-guide/processes/ 
All three techniques are still in use, but it is the third which has come into general use by non-professionals – and 
is also the only one for which Gareth has had hands on experience. It is this one on which the rest of the 
presentation focused.  
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Gareth’s next experience with 3D printing involved the REP-RAP (Replicating Rapid Prototype) project run by Dr 
Adrian Bower, and one of his pupils built one of the associated machines about 5 years ago, which “sort of 
worked”. Then in 2012, with the market and technology having moved on, Gareth’s boss acquired a commercial 
Replicator x2 3D printer (the x2 referring to the fact that it supports two heads and is able to print in two 
colours). This was originally used for ABS (Acrylonitrile Butadiene Styrene, as everybody knows....) filament, 
which has its limitations (in particular a tendency to pull away from the baseplate as it cools because of its 
relatively high temperature coefficient).  
Quite a wide range of 3D printers is now available. A good “hobby” machine kit is available from ANET in China 
for around £150 including support. With careful assembly and fine tuning, it is capable of very good results. One 
of these machines was demonstrated in operation at the meeting.  Prices go up quite rapidly from such entry 
level machines, but good basic off the shelf commercial machines such as the Ultimaker 2 are available at around 
£2150 and Ultimaker 3 at around £2795. A growing number or types of filament – often in a range of colours - are 
now available in addition to ABS as raw material, including: 
• PLA (Polylactic Acid) 
• CPE (Chlorinated Polyethylene) 
• PC (Polycarbonate) 
• Nylon 
• TPU (Thermoplastic Polyurethane) 
• PVA (Polyvinyl Acetate, also known as wood glue…). 

A roll of filament will typically cost around £18.  

 
“Gareth G4XAT in full flow” 
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In addition to the 3D printer itself, software is needed to drive it. Two different types of program are required: 
•  computer aided design (CAD) design file defining the object to be printed. Available CAD packages (in 

principle at least) allow anything that can be imagined to be designed. However, learning CAD packages 
requires significant effort and a useful alternative (certainly as a starting point) is the Thingiverse website 
(www.thingiverse.com) from which a wide range of CAD files (often generated by hobbyists) can be 
downloaded. Another useful source is an active Facebook based technical group with around 10,000 
members 

• the CAD design file then needs to be run through further software to “slice up” the CAD design into layers 
for the head to progressively lay down. Such programs (for example CURA by Ultimaker) produce “G 
code” which, via a printer control board, drive the printer’s X, Y & Z stepper motors, head and baseplate. 
It is possible to include “honeycombing” to reduce weight where strength is not important, and supports 
to provide stability while the object is setting after which they can be removed (supports made of PVA, 
which is water soluble, can be simply dissolved away!). This stage also needs to consider other 
parameters, such as: 

o head speed (too high and the head can overshoot) 
o acceleration (too high and steppers can mis-step: also frame wobble can occur) 
o head temperature and extrusion rate (these vary depending on filament in use, and affect surface 

finish).  
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Gareth demonstrated a number of items produced by 3D printer (the majority were passed round, a few shown 
as video). Some of these were simple items, some much more complicated and based on designs by Gareth’s son 
Josh, who has considerable experience with CAD: 
• spring loaded bracelet 
• love bracelet 
• ball roller 
• mast cap for QFH antenna 
• pointless object that looked nice 
• part of gearbox assembly 
• scissor lift 
• concept model for Dyson automatic painting machine (part of 3rd year M.Eng project) 
• fin bases for human powered submarine (voted best UK sub at 2014 world human powered submarine 

races in Maryland) 
• Go Pro camera motion control module  
• Mazda RX8 seat adjuster buttons 
• selection of parts for Josh’s `Caterham style kit car: 

o throttle intakes 
o dashboard 
o indicator stalks  
o rear lamp mountings 
o battery isolator switch and mounting 
o  speaker mounting 
o battery clamp.   

 
 
 

3D PRINTED PARTS FOR JOSH’S KIT CAR 
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REAR LIGHT CLUSTER MOUNTING 

 
73, Quin G3WRR 

Why Learn Morse – Steve G4FYF 
Having got my G4 call I spent many airtime hours 
making global CW contacts using a second hand 
Heathkit DX 40 U transmitter (40 Watts output), 
separate receiver and random end fed wire.  

 

A break from the hobby I then had an ‘epiphany’ and 
funds for a SSB transceiver that saw CW taking a 
back seat.  

I had a go in the January AFS CW contest as part of 
SRCC team that I found good fun on an otherwise 
miserable Sunday afternoon! That inspired me to later 
have a few ‘normal’ (i.e. non-contest like) CW QSOs. 
Both these events highlighted I was in need of some 
practice, so put a couple of CW training apps on my 
phone. Nonetheless, there is still something satisfying 
about completing a proper CW contact often when 
SSB would suffer from the band conditions. The 
added bonus is that I can operate without shouting 
down the mic and upsetting rest of household during 
the dark hours! 

A couple of months ago, I attended a presentation at 
the Hastings radio club on “Why Learn Morse” given 
by Phil Parkman, G3MGQ. Below is a transcript of his 
presentation that might inspire members as a New 
Year resolution! 

“With computers, and all the data modes they now 
make available, many people question the point in 
learning to send and receive Morse code. After all it’s 
a skill that takes considerable time, and therefore 
requires significant commitment, to acquire to a level 
where one can use it on the air. There are many 
reasons, of course, why learning Morse to a 
competent level is still worthwhile.  
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Being a narrow-band mode (indeed the original!), CW 
will often get through where SSB cannot. Being 
narrow band, there’s usually plenty of room at the 
bottom of your chosen HF band to find a free 
frequency for CW while up in the SSB section QRM 
makes contacts a real struggle, at weekends in 
particular, when the bands are busy. There are of 
course computer programmes that can copy Morse; 
CWGet is one which you can download and it’s free 
to try out the basic facilities. However, listening on 
the noisy HF bands one soon realises that the human 
brain is still a vastly superior processor for picking out 
a meaningful signal, particularly where the CW is 
hand sent and therefore a bit variable.  However, 
probably the best reason is the huge satisfaction in 
mastering this rapidly disappearing art. And, of 
course, that satisfaction is all the greater if it enables 
communication using only the most basic of 
equipment which you’ve put together yourself. CW-
only rigs are the easiest to design & build and, being 
simple and with a low power consumption, are a 
great choice as portable HF rigs for backpacking, etc. 
A CW rig then makes a useful first project, enabling a 
newly Intermediate licensed amateur to get on the 
air quickly and effectively. Interestingly, I heard 
recently that the US military have decided that they 
need to ensure they have at least some people who 
can still use Morse because in many parts of the 
world people don’t have access to the sophisticated 
equipment that our western armies have become so 
dependent on. 
How to Learn Morse 
There’s been quite a lot published on the best way to 
learn Morse. At speeds above about 10wpm (words 
per minute) it takes too much time to decipher which 
character it is from the dots and dashes so you then 
miss the next one or more. So, it is important that the 
characters, alphanumeric and procedural, are learnt 
from the outset as a unique “sound”, using the 
typical character speed for hand-sent 
communications of 18 – 25 wpm. 
One method for learning Morse is to send the 
characters at the “correct” speed but to pad out the 
space between the characters and words to give 
more time for the student to recognise the sound and 
write it down.  
This is popularly known as the Farnsworth method, 
after Donald “Russ” Farnsworth W6TTB who 
marketed a set of LP’s (for the benefit of the MP3 
generation, these were 33 rpm vinyl gramophone 
records which were superseded by CDs) for Morse 
code training in 1959 using this technique.  

This variable spacing technique had been used by 
many Morse tutors before Farnsworth; as early as 
1902 Thomas Edison, himself a competent 
telegraphist, had written about it. Whilst this spacing 
method allows the novice to “hear” the characters, 
rather than mentally look up a table of the dots & 
dashes, it gives “thinking time” which can prevent the 
student from developing that instinctive recognition 
of a character that allows them to write it down 
without thinking, an essential skill for copying at the 
speeds you can expect to use in a QSO. The Koch 
method is considered better. 
Koch was a German psychologist who, according to 
the late N0HFF in his book “The Art & Skill of Radio 
Telegraphy” (1) in 1936 reported his research into the 
most efficient way to teach the Morse code to 
prospective radiotelegraph operators to meet the 
standard required for commercial radio operators; 
basically, to receive & send a telegram of 100 words 
in 5 minutes. 
In summary, what Koch found was his student learnt 
fastest if: 
 
1.   The characters were sent from the outset at the 
full commercial speed, as the whole character is 
learnt by its “sound”, 
 
2.   And without spacing out, to deny the student 
thinking time which allows analysis and speculation, 
distractions that still tend to block progression 
beyond 10wpm, 
 
3.   The character set learnt is built up progressively, 
an additional character being added when the 
student has copied the whole of existing set in 
random order with less than 10% errors, 
 
4.   The learning sessions are short (no more than 30 
minutes), only twice a day and well-spaced (e.g. 
morning and evening) 
 
As identified by N1IRZ (2), the addition of the next 
character only after achieving 90% reading accuracy 
constantly builds your confidence that you will be 
able to read Morse at the full speed, because that’s 
exactly what you’re doing already! How long it takes 
varies, as you progress at your own pace. Koch’s 
students achieved full competency at 18wpm after as 
little as 24 sessions, but those were people training to 
be professional telegraphists and were therefore 
highly motivated to succeed as quickly as possible. 
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With the programmes, available off the Internet, like 
that by G4FON (3) using the Koch method, most 
amateurs should achieve proficiency in the 40 or so 
alphanumeric and other commonly used characters 
within about 3 months if they practise for only 15 
minutes’ morning & evening every day – that’s only 
twice as many hours’ practice as those professionals!  
But remember, start at the full speed with only 2-3 
letters and add an extra character only when you 
score 90% or better, but don’t cheat – you’ll only set 
yourself back! Always write it down – it’s the only 
way genuinely to test yourself and avoid the 
“thinking” trap, but it will also encourage you to keep 
going as you show yourself that you can get there.  
So why not give it a go and in only 3 months you 
could have the satisfaction of the CW QSO.” 
References: 

(1) http://www.zerobeat.net/tasrt/c29.htm  
(2) http://www.qsl.net/n1irz/finley.morse.html  
(3) http://www.g4fon.net/CW%20Trainer.htm  

[Reproduced with kind permission of Phil Parkman, 
G3MGQ, Hastings Electronic and Radio Club] 
If you do get inspired, have a word with a committee 
member who maybe could arrange help by practice 

sessions at fix-it meetings or on-air slow Morse 
sessions. The Club awards a CW trophy each year.  

You don’t have to be the greatest telegrapher for it to 
be awarded, just a demonstration of commitment and 
progression with the mode. 

73, Steve G4FYF  
 
This article raised this comment from John G3MCX: 

I have come across both methods while learning 
Morse and I found that up to about 13 wpm it was 
possible to think what the letter was then write it 
down. At higher speeds, it had to be automatic. As an 
intercept op., we were writing letters down about three 
letters behind what was being sent and were able to 
talk while we were doing it! 

I was told later by Robert McEwan-Reid, G4GTO, if I 
remember correctly that listening to a QSO without 
writing it down was a completely different technique 
and I would have to start all over again. It is easier to 
write something down in a foreign language or code 
than plain English because you are not tempted to 
read it on the way and miss the next word.  

It will be a long time yet before Morse disappears 
altogether thanks to amateur radio. 

73, John G3MCX 
 

Chairman's Blog by Pat G4FDN 
Next club construction project:   The committee is recommending that we 
undertake the construction of a digital storage oscilloscope (DSO) from a kit.  
The estimated cost would be between £20 and £27 depending on model and 
specification. A Chinese company called Jyetech makes several kits that come 
with cases or front panels. The two the committee have been considering are 
the DSO62 and the DSO138 models. 
 

 
Jyetech DSO062  

http://www.zerobeat.net/tasrt/c29.htm
http://www.qsl.net/n1irz/finley.morse.html
http://www.g4fon.net/CW%20Trainer.htm
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Features: DSO062 Kit: 
• Auto/Normal/Single trigger modes, convenient for instantaneous waveform capture. 
• Can choose internal/external trig source. 
• Rising/Falling edge trigger. 
• Can observe the waveform before triggering (negative delay). 
• Trigger output is available, which makes it possible to cascade scopes to do multi-channel capture. 
• Vertical Position Adjustable with indicator. 
• Trigger level adjustable with indicator. 
• Hold/run feature. 
• Save/recall up to 6 captures. 
• FFT function available: 256 points and 512 points selectable, sampling rate of 1Ksps to 2Msps selectable. 
• Transfer screen to PC as bitmap file via serial connection. 
• Built-in 500Hz/5Vpp test signal. 
• Frequency meter can measure frequency up to 5MHz. 

 
Specifications: DSO062 Kit: 
• Max. Equivalent-time Sampling Rate (Repetitive Signal): 20MSa/s 
• Max. Real-time Sampling Rate: 2Msps 
• Resolution: 8 bits 
• Record Length: 256 bytes 
• Analog Bandwidth: 1MHz 
• Vertical Sensitivity: 100mV/Div - 5V/Div 
• Input Impedance: 1M ohm   
• Max. Input Voltage: 50Vpk (1x probe) [500Vpk for 10x probe] 
• Coupling: DC / AC 
• Horizontal Time Base Range: 0.2us/Div - 10min/Div 
• PCB Board Size: 10.5 * 6.3cm / 4.13 * 2.48in (L * W) 
• PCB Board Weight(3pcs): 45g / 1.58oz 
• Screen Size: 4.3 * 3cm / 1.7 * 1.18in (L * W) 
• Screen Board Weight: 29g / 1.02oz 
• Package Size: 15 * 11 * 2.5cm / 5.9 * 4.33 * 0.98in 
• Package Weight: 150g / 5.29oz 

 
 
 
 
Jyetech DSO138  
 
This DSO138 uses the 
ARM Cortex-M3 
processor and with 2.4-
inch TFT screen. It's 
easy and reliable for 
circuit operation. It can 
display frequency, 
period, pulse width, 
duty ratio, MAX./ MIN./ 
AVG./ Peak-Peak/ 
virtual values.  
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Features: DSO138 Kit: 
• This kit uses ARM Cortex-M3 processor (STM32F103C8), and includes a 2.4-inch colour TFT display screen, 

can be used as ARM test development board. 
• Can be secondary development on the basis of this kit, for example, it can be changed to Millivoltmeter, data 

loggers. 
• Adjustable vertical displacement, and with instructions. 
• With automatic, regular and one-shot modes, easy to capture the moment waveform. 
• Available rising or falling edge trigger. 
• Observable previous trigger waveform (negative delay). 
• Can freeze at any time waveform display (HOLD function). 
• Comes 1Hz /3.3V square wave test signal source. 
• With waveform parameter digital display, including frequency, period, pulse width, duty ratio, MAX./ MIN./ 

AVG./ Peak-Peak/ virtual values. 
• Waveform storage function: will not lose the waveform after power off. 
• Short-circuit and open-circuit detection: can help the user find out the soldering error. 
• TFT controller recognition function. 
 
Case: 
• DIY cover for DSO138 oscilloscope. 
• Acrylic material, looks transparent (need to tear down the film). 
• Easy for electronic enthusiasts to assemble. 

 
Specifications: DSO138 Kit 
• Maximum Real-time Sampling Rate: 1Msps 
• Accuracy: 12Bit 
• Sampling Buffer Depth: 1024 bytes 
• Analog Bandwidth: 0-200KHz 
• Vertical Sensitivity: 10mV / Div - 5V / Div (1-2-5 progressive manner) 
• Input Impedance: 1MΩ 
• Maximum Input Voltage: 50Vpp (1: 1 probe), 400Vpp (10: 1 probe) 
• Coupling Modes: DC / AC / GND 
• The Horizontal Time Base Range: 10μs / Div - 50s / Div (1-2-5 progressive manner) 
• Supply Voltage: DC 9V 
• PCB Size: 117 * 76mm / 4.6 * 3in 
• Screen Size: 52 * 40mm / 2 * 1.57in 
• Package Size: 18 * 12.5 * 3cm / 7.08 * 4.92 * 1.18in 
• Package Weight: 119g / 4.21oz 
 
Case: 
• Material: Acrylic 
• Item Weight: 156g / 5.52oz 
• Package Size: 16 * 10 * 4cm / 6.3 * 3.94 * 1.57in 
• Package Weight: 192g / 6.79oz 

 
Further details on both kits are available from the manufacturer’s website: 
http://www.jyetech.com/index.php 
 
The two most significant differences between the two models are that the DSO062 has a 1MHz 
analogue bandwidth, 8-bit sampling, and monochrome LCD display complete with etched front 
panel, while the DSO138 has a 200kHzHz analogue bandwidth, 12-bit sampling and has a 
colour TFT LCD display with a clear acrylic case. 
 
The committee requests feedback on model preferences from those interested in participating in 
this construction project. We aim to start kit construction in May. 
 

http://www.jyetech.com/index.php
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TV de-sense:   A side effect of putting my Diamond X-50N 2m/70cm collinear antenna up on the 
house front chimney stack meant that it was fairly close to the TV aerial, and when transmitting 
on 2m the TV’s front end would be overloaded and picture and sound lost. As the insertion of a 
high pass filter in the TV aerial input had no effect, I surmised that the main pick up and entry 
was common mode, and indeed this turned out to be the case. The house is wired up with coax 
to each room and the TV aerial is fed by a passive splitter that splits it 5 ways. I already had one 
common mode choke consisting of four and a half turns of SAT100 coax on a 65mm diameter 
PVC pipe former but constructing and inserting four more of these chokes on the distribution 
side of the splitter, together with clip-on ferrite chokes on the coax just before it goes into the TV 
socket, cured the problem.  
 

 
Ferrite and coax common mode chokes on back of the TV 

 
No de-sense was observed on 70cm transmissions. I also noticed a small subjective additional 
noise reduction on noise on Top Band with the additional common mode chokes. 
 
Rig restoration: In an extended and interesting recent 4m QSO with Martin G4FKK I learned 
he was fixing up one of several KW2000A HF transceivers he has. One aspect needing 
attention was the Kokusai MF-455-10CK mechanical IF filter.  It appears that the original foam 
filling used to cushion the filter disc elements deteriorates into a sticky gooey mess. Martin 
shared the following before and after pictures:  
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The filter has a bandwidth of approx. 2.1kHz, -quite narrow for audio bandwidths and is centred 
on 455.0kHz. 
 
There is an excellent on-line article about KW2000A filters by G4EUK here: 
http://kwradios.ngunn.net/IF%20FILTERS/Kokusai%20Mechanical%20Filters.pdf  
 
Former club member Martin G3OQD has written an excellent article in the May 2012 Practical 
Wireless on the repair and alignment of Kokusai filters. I have a copy of this in PDF format if 
anyone needs it.   
Martin’s solution for replacement foam was to use the pink antistatic foam often found in the 
packing of integrated circuits -the closed cell type. See pictures below: 
 

    
© 2012 G3OQD Practical Wireless  

 
These Kokusai filters appeared in many transceivers and receivers in the 1960’s and early 
1970’s. I have a Trio JR-310 amateur bands HF receiver which has one. I haven’t used this 
receiver for several years so I may have the ‘gooey mess’ problem too next time I check! 
 
An alternative strategy to restoration is to replace the Kokusai filters with Murata ceramic filters 
and there is an excellent article on how to do this in the May 1999 RadCom by Bruce Edwards 
G3WCE. 
 

http://kwradios.ngunn.net/IF%20FILTERS/Kokusai%20Mechanical%20Filters.pdf
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January Fix-it Meeting: This was a busy meeting with Rick M0LEP fault finding his 80m DF 
receiver, John G3MCX with help from John G8MNY fault-finding his Yaesu FT-101ZD 
transceiver, and Andrew G4ADM also received assistance in aligning a 2m band pass filter. 
 

 
L-R Andrew G4ADM, Rick M0LEP, John G8MNY, Maurice G 4DDY and Kim G6JXA 

 
 

 
Some of the test equipment in use  
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Bert Smith G0IZB’s Funeral : this was 
attended by myself, John G3MCX and 
wife Sandra, Prue G4RWW, and Peter 
G7PWV, as well as many veteran 
comrades. Bert was an Honorary 
member of SRCC and will be sadly 
missed by all who knew him.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Getting ready for the next surplus equipment sale i n March: while Spring is still several 
weeks away can I encourage members to start the spring clean early and look around their 
shacks, lofts, and garages for equipment and components for sale or donation? The earlier you 
start the more you will find, and please remember that these sales are a major source of funds 
for the club and allow us to have the lowest membership subscription of any local club. 
 
Help still required with resistors!: In addition to Peter G3ZPB, David G0PAR and Andrew 
G4ADM kindly responded to my appeal in last month’s newsletter. The background is that the 
club has been donated 6 crates of resistors. We can possibly keep some for the club’s 
component bank, and also make sets available to members, but we need to produce a list of 
what we have and approximate quantities. We could do with 2 or 3 more volunteers to help 
assess the remaining crates? Please get in contact if you can help. 
 
Sign-off:  I hope to see you all at next Monday’s meeting for Quin G3WRR’s presentation.  

73, Pat G4FDN 
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Not Quite to Plan – Rick M0LEP  
I've been to Kenya again. As usual I took my 
radio, and there's a higher power radio I 
have access to out there as well. This time I 
also took a hexbeam antenna with me. 
Assembling this beast on the ground wasn't 
too difficult.  

 
Hexbeam assembly 

Getting it into the air was much trickier, and 
did not go to plan. The first thing I discovered 
was that the antenna cannot cope with being 
tilted much more than about 45 degrees from 
vertical without having bits drop off.  

As I needed to put it on the end of a mast 
and then raise the mast on the corner of the 
upstairs balcony, that was problematic. We 
figured a way round that, but then hit a snag 
while trying to secure the mast. The mast 
and antenna together are an unwieldy 
combination, and things got out of balance. 
One of the rods met the roof and took a 
critical hit, and the antenna fell apart. 

 
Broken Hexbeam Rod 

 
 

 
Hexbeam Disassembled 

 
Nobody got hurt, but the antenna won't be 
doing anything useful until I can get a 
replacement for the broken rod. Inevitably, 
that wasn't possible while I was in Kenya... 
 
Instead, I put other simpler antennas to use, 
but HF conditions have not been good, and 
when you're in a remote location with only a 
dozen or so other amateurs within a 
thousand miles, you're very much at the 
mercy of propagation conditions. Most of my 
contacts this time were with members of the 
local radio club.  

73, Rick 5Z4/M0LEP
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de Havilland DH112 Venom Restoration – Dave 2E0EBK 
The de Havilland DH 112 Venom was a British post-war single-engine jet aircraft developed from the de 
Havilland Vampire. It served with the Royal Air Force as a single-seat fighter-bomber and two-seat night 
fighter. Dave, slightly outside of the radio hobby (but not totally), is helping the restoration of one. 

 
de Havilland DH112 Venom 

 

 
Radio Bay 
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The IFF Kit, the VHF Radio and the Gun Camera (all in working order after a bit of tweaking) 

 

 
The Team, l to r, Dave Cawthorne, Dave 2E0EBK and Pete Maxwell 

73, Dave 2E0EBK 
Thanks to Dave 2E0EBK for the pictures, more to come.  
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Future SRCC Meetings 

5th Feb 
 “How not to win NFD” by Quin 
 G3WRR        

19th Feb Fix-it, Move-it-On, Informal Chat 

6th Mar Surplus Equipment Sale 

20th Mar Fix-it, Move-it-On, Informal Chat 

3rd Apr AGM 

24th Apr Fix-it, Move-it-On, Informal Chat 

 

 

 

Contributions for next Newsletter 
Should be sent preferably by email to 
secretary@g3src.org.uk 

The deadline for submission is normally 8-
days prior to the first meeting. 
 
Signing Off:  
That’s all for this month. See you at the talk 
from Quin G3WRR on the 6th February. 

73 “The Committee” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Local Club Meetings 
 
 3rd Feb 

Crystal Palace R & EC 
 
Annual General Meeting (visitors 
welcomed but only Club Members 
can vote) 
 
All Saints Church, Beulah Hill from 
7:30 for 8pm. 
  
Bob G3OOU 01737 552170 (Meet 
normally monthly on 1st Friday)  
  

13th Feb  

Coulsdon ATS  
 

 GB3XP Repeater with the addition 
 of Yaesu Fusion – Martin M0SGL 
 
Meetings held at 8pm on 2nd   
 Monday each month at  
 St. Swithun’s Church Hall,  
 Grovelands Rd, Purley. 
 
Steve Beal G3WZK. secretary@ 
catsradio.org. Tel: 01883 620730. 

 
 16th Feb  

Sutton & Cheam RS 
 
What to look for in choosing a 
VHF/UHF Radio - Professor Alwyn 
Seeds G8DOH 
 
Meeting at Vice Presidents 
Lounge, Sutton United Football 
Club, Gander Green Lane, Sutton.  
 
Normally 3rd Thursday 7.30 for 
8pm. 
  

 21st Feb 
Bromley & District ARS 
 
SUZY Radio by John G8MNY 
 
Normal Meetings third Tuesdays 
7.30 for 8.00pm @ Victory Social 
Club, Kechill Gardens, Hayes, 
Bromley, Kent. 
 
Contact: Andy Brooker G4WGZ 
01689 878089 

 

mailto:secretary@g3src.org.uk

