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Dear Members  & Friends,

Hello and welcome to the March 2016 issue of 
the Newsletter, edited by John G8IYS. 

Editorial Intro 

This month I will start with a techy challenge. I 
wonder how many readers will spot the answer 
before reaching the conclusion of the tale.

A few days ago, an opportunity arose  to restart 
my 4m Transverter project. My standard 
connector for IF and (on this band) antenna 
interface is BNC. In my junk box, I found several 
four-screw, panel mount, female BNCs, made by 
Greenpar, with a soldered inner and clamp outer.
I needed to construct some internal patches with 
a panel bnc female on one end and a male 
straight or elbow at the other. I also found a long 
piece of coax with one end already terminated in 

a bnc male elbow. An hour or so later, I had 
produced two such leads. I was delighted to find 
that the coax inner fitted very snugly into the hole
in the end of the inner pin, so it was soldered 
neatly. Persuading the other parts over the coax 
outer and sheath was a little more problematic, 
but finally successful. 

Before burying the interconnects within the case, 
I thought it prudent to test them using my 
antenna analyser and a precision (up to 2 GHz)  
BNC male 50 ohm termination, plus the odd 
adaptor and a precision 50 ohm test lead with 
BNC male each end. To my surprise, at 70.2 
MHz, the analyser showed 65 ohms with an 
SWR of about 1.3 to 1. Eventually, having found 
a few more adaptors and eliminated the precision
test lead, the analyser showed about 35 ohms 
and a similar SWR. In both cases , as the 
frequency was raised, the departure from the 
desired 50 ohms got worse. Got it yet?
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Conclusion: Yes, the cable was 75 ohm coax. I 
now have to remove all the connectors, clean 
them up and start all over again using some coax
known to be 50 ohm. Initially-appealing shortcuts
can often disappoint.

SK Reports.

I am very saddened to report the passing of the 
following:

Dr David Foster G3KQR has died. His funeral 
was held at St Nicholas Church Thames Ditton 
on Monday 15th January at 2pm. He had been a 
long term member of SRCC and also the long-
time defunct Thames Vallley ARTS. We were 
pleased to see him at the Summer Garden Party.

Keith Tarrant G1CUB suffered a stroke and died 
towards the end of January. He was a member of
SRCC in the 1980s. Phil G1LKJ advises that 
some may remember him working for BT and 
living in the Addiscombe area before moving 
away.

Jakey G3JKY. Via Mike G3VYI, I lifted this notice
from the Commonwealth (BERU) Contest 
website:

I am sorry to report that BERU stalwart G3JKY 
/ZL2JKY became a silent key on Feb 26th. Jakey
was always proud of never having missed a 
BERU although he was always more of a CW 
man than a hard core contester. He made 107 
contacts last year using his trusty FT101, straight
key and doublet even though he had just been 
diagnosed with cancer. I have plenty of stories 
about Jakey, in contests and at the Clifton ARS, 
but suffice to say, we will all miss him. 73 Steve, 
M0BPQ (Hastings ARC).

FEBRUARY CLUB MEETINGS

First Meeting. Monday 7 March. 
Spring Surplus Equipment Sale.

Just a few Rules:

It is very helpful for sellers to be in the 
meeting room by 7:30pm and to bring no boxes 
of “rubbish” please. 

All members and visitors whom they have 
brought along must sign the attendance book 
and all must be conversant with the rules. 

Note that the club accepts no responsibility for 
goods sold at this private sale, and the 
purchasers buy on the understanding that they 
are capable of determining the usability, fitness 

for purpose and SAFETY of goods obtained. 

The following also apply: 

1. Only SRCC members are permitted to sell. 

2. All items not donated for the benefit of the 
Club must be marked with the name or call-sign 
of the vendor, a brief description and details of 
any reserve price. 

3. Bids shall start at 50p and increment in steps 
of 50p up to £10 and £1 steps thereafter – unless
determined otherwise by the auctioneer. 

4. Visitors are welcome but must be introduced 
by a member who is responsible for informing 
them of the rules.

5. All members and VISITORS must sign the 
attendance book.
 
6. Sellers will not be paid until all buyers have 
settled up. 

7.The club levies 15% on all transactions. Please
try and arrive early to allow start by 7.45pm. 

8. Please do not obstruct the doorway. This will 
facilitate escape in case of fire. 

9. The school premises are NO-SMOKING

Now those are the general rules. 

Note: For this meeting, we will be starting with 
the auction of items included in the appended 
Sale Catalogue. Please note the guide prices 
and that this is an open bidding sale. The 
auctioneer reserves the right to withdraw from 
sale any item for which bids on the night do not 
reach an agreeable level.

Second Meeting: Monday 21 March. 
Fix-it, Move-it-On and Informal Chat 
- led by John G8MNY. 

LAST MONTH'S MEETINGS 

First Meeting. Monday 1 February
RF Propagation with Mike Parkin G0JMI.

The subject of the lecture was RF propagation, 
and presented a general view of the topic from 
LF – VHF. The lecturer was Mike Parkin G0JMI 
(ex G8NDJ) of Alton Antenna Arrays on his fourth
lecture visit to SRCC, 15 of whose members 
were present on this occasion. Given the 
substantial amount of subject matter in the 
presentation, it has been decided to split the 
write-up between this issue of the Newsletter and
the next. Also, given the given the need for a fair 
amount of visualisation to properly understand 
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the subject matter, readers may wish to peruse 
the copy of Mike’s slide pack on the SRCC web 
site at: http://www.g3src.org.uk/Radio%20Club
%20Propagation%20Presentation%20002.pdf  

The radio part of the electromagnetic spectrum 
can be divided up as follows:

Very Low  Frequency VLF 3 – 30kHz
Low  Frequency LF 30 – 300kHz
Medium  Frequency MF 300kHz – 3MHz
High  Frequency HF 3MHz – 30MHz
Very High Frequency VHF 30MHz – 300MHz
Ultra High Frequency UHF 300MHz – 3GHz
Super High Frequency SHF 3GHz – 30GHz
Extra High Frequency EHF 30GHz – 300GHz

A simple formula exists allowing path loss 
between transmitting and receiving antennas to 
be determined. This is: 

Path loss (in dB) = 32.5 + 20 log10 frequency (in 
MHz)  + 20 log10 path length (in km).    

The 32.5 dB constant term is often referred to as 
the “coupling loss”, and is a measure of how 
much power loss is involved in simply launching 
an RF signal at the transmitting end and 
subsequently extracting it at the receiving end .

 Radio waves can travel between transmitting 
and receiving antennas in a number of ways, as 
follows:

 Sky wave – where the wave goes 
upwards and is potentially reflected off 
the ionosphere

 Space wave – which consists of 2 
components, a direct wave in which the 
wave travels directly between the 
antennas with no interaction with the 
surface of the earth, and a reflected 
wave, which is reflected off the surface of 
the earth on its journey 

 Surface wave – in which the wave 
follows the curvature of the earth. 

The surface wave and space wave together are 
referred to as the ground wave. 

The following points are worthy of note:
 in any particular case, more than one of 

the above wave types mat be involved in 

carrying the signal between transmitting 
and receiving antennas 

 in the case of the space wave, 
interference occurs between the direct 
and reflected waves. This may be 
additive, subtractive or somewhere in 
between depending on the path (and 
hence phase) difference between them. 
Short term variations of these give rise to 
fading

 at VLF and LF, where any antenna at a 
realistically achievable height will be a 
tiny fraction of a wavelength high, vertical 
antennas are favoured because a 
horizontal antenna will generate a 1800 
anti-phase image antenna in the earth, 
resulting in the antenna in effect being  
“shorted out” due to the vector addition of 
the waves from the real and image 
antennas

 for similar phase cancellation reasons, 
VLF and LF waves produce a negligible 
sky wave component

 the surface wave follows the curvature of 
the earth because the vertical electric 
field of the antenna induces a current in 
the earth which results in a horizontal 
electric field pointing in the direction of 
travel, with the vector addition of the 
vertical and horizontal fields resulting in a 
wave which “leans forward” and follows 
the curvature of the earth: a particular 
problem here is that the received wave 
can be “smeared out” as the wave 
reaches the top of the antenna before the 
bottom

 ground waves work well for VLF/LF/MF 
propagation: but at higher frequencies, 
because the earth is resistive rather than 
being of infinite conductivity of the 
resistive losses occur which cause the 
ground wave to die away fairly quickly.

 
The space above the surface of the earth can be 
structured as a stack on the basis of height as 
follows:
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Troposphere <12km

Stratosphere 12 - 45km

Mesosphere 45 - 85km

Ionosphere – D layer 50 – 100km 

Ionosphere – E layer 90 – 150km

Ionosphere – F1 layer 200 – 220km

Ionosphere – F2ayer 250 – 500km

For comparison, the International Space Station 
is situated at 350km and Space Shuttle orbits 
went up to 600km. Note also that there is an 
overlap between the  mesosphere and the D 
layer (which is predominantly absorptive rather 
than reflective). 

The three items described above (frequency, 
wave type and height above earth surface) are 
not independent: for instance different wave 
types tend to be carried at different layers of the 
height stack, which in turn support different parts 
of the radio frequency spectrum. This rather 
complex interaction was discussed during the 
rest of the presentation. 

The ionosphere (which is responsible for 
reflection – or more accurately, progressive 
refraction - of sky waves) is created by ultra-
violet (UV) (400nm – 10nm wavelength) and X 
ray (10nm – 0.01nm wavelength) radiation from 
the sun. The energy in the UV and X rays causes
atoms in the upper atmosphere to dissociate into 
positive and negatively charged ions which are 
sensitive to the electric field of sky waves. Both 
the level of UV / X ray radiation and the number 
of particles available to be ionised vary with 
height (but in different ways) with the result that a
graph of ionisation density against height will 
show a number of regions showing peaks, and 
these regions correspond to the ionospheric 
layers identified above.

Consider the simple case of an MF sky wave 
impinging on the E layer. (At MF, the D layer is 
largely absorptive). Because the refractive index 
of the ionosphere is greater than that of free 
space, the incident wave will be progressively 

bent round as it passes through the E layer, and 
(if the combination of refractive index, thickness 
of layer and angle of incidence are suitable) will 
be turned right round within the E layer, emerge 
from it, and pass back to the surface of the earth.
Conversely, if the appropriate combination of 
refractive index, thickness of layer and angle of 
incidence are not achieved, the wave will pass 
through the E layer (and may then be refracted 
by the F1/F2 layer(s)). For a given combination of
refractive index and layer thickness (both of 
which are dependent on the level of solar 
radiation) as the angle between the incident sky 
wave and the E layer is progressively increased, 
a point will be reached at which the layer will no 
longer be able to return the signal to earth, and it 
will pass through. There is thus a minimum 
distance at which the sky wave will be returned to
earth. This distance (measured along the surface
of the earth) is referred to as the skip distance, 
and since the ground wave will have died away 
quite rapidly, there is a region (referred to as the 
skip zone or dead zone) in which no signal will 
be received. 

The highest frequency at which a signal can be 
passed between any two points on eh earth’s 
surface is referred to as the Maximum Usable 
Frequency (MUF) for that path. A more 
objective, and more easily measured, parameter 
of the behaviour of the ionosphere is the critical 
frequency (fc) which is the highest frequency at 
which a wave transmitted vertically upwards will 
be returned to earth. The critical frequency varies
from day to day, and with time during the day, 
and is dependent on the level of solar radiation – 
the stronger the solar radiation, the higher the 
critical frequency. The MUF (which is higher than
the critical frequency) is related to it by the 
formula MUF = fc/sin θ (where θ is the angle of 
elevation of the sky wave). 

The maximum distance achievable by a single 
ionospheric hop is around 4000km using the F2 
layer. Longer paths can be achieved by: 

 multiple hops off the same layer (eg. Tx 
– E – earth – E – Rx)
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 refraction by one or more lower layer 
with turnround by a higher layer (eg. Tx 
– E – F1 – F2 – F1 – E – Rx)

 as above but with reflection between 
ionospheric layers (eg. Tx – E – F1 – F2 –
F1 – F2 – F1 – Rx).  

A brief summary of the characteristics of the 
various layers is given below:

D layer:

 alternatively known as the D region

 disappears at night

 largely absorptive at MF and above

  conductive at VLF & LF, with the 
result that the space between it and 
the surface of the earth can act as a 
duct or waveguide for VLF and LF 
signals.

E layer:

 weakened at night

 after the D layer has disappeared, offers 
good propagation at MF and HF (up to 
about 10MHz) although interference 
between ground and sky wave can 
cause fading

 signals above 10MHz generally pass 
through 

 occasional bursts of strong local 
ionisation which appear and disappear 
very quickly (origin not fully understood) 
occur between May and September 
allowing propagation from approximately
24MHz up to around 200MHz (referred 
to as sporadic E or Es), allowing skip 
distances of up to 2000km.   

F1 layer:

 dissolves / merges with F2 layer at night

 under conditions of significant ionisation 
can return signals to earth in isolation, 

otherwise signal is bent by F1 layer and 
returned by F2.

F2 layer:

 reduced at night

 single hop skip distances of up to 
4000km can be supported

 MUF of up to 35MHz (and occasionally 
50MHz) can occur.

To be continued.........

Q.G.COLLIER  29/2/16

Second Meeting. Monday 15 February.
Fix-it, Move-it-On, Informal with John G8MNY.

See Chairman's Blog.

Chairman's Blog by Pat G4FDN

 
Another Brit: My wife 
Cece, after living here in 

     exile from Maine since 
     1989 decided last year     
     she wanted to become a  
     British citizen. After         
     passing the mandatory     

exam on British life, law, 
history and culture, completing the required 
documentation paying the four figure fee, and 
making the required declarations, she was 
formally presented with her certificate of 
citizenship by Lord Tope at Sutton Registry 
Office on the 30th January.  The picture below 
shows her receiving the certificate with me and 
our son Michael either side.
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She follows in the steps of another albeit more 
famous Mainer. Hiram Stevens Maxim, the father
of Hiram Percy Maxim, one of the founders of the
ARRL, became a British citizen in 1900 after 
emigrating to England in 1881. He was made a 
knight of the realm in 1901. He was a prolific 
inventor best known for the Maxim gun, the first 
truly portable machine gun.

Last Fix-it evening, 15th February: As usual, 
John G8MNY provided not only for fixing/testing 
equipment, but for also putting GX3SRC on the 
air on 40m. While I was there Peter G7PWV had 
a QSO with an SP station on 40m.

As well as putting a station on the air, John also 
assisted Andrew G4ADM with aligning his 2 
metre band pass filter.

Left to right: John G8MNY, Gareth G4XAT, Peter 
G7PWV, John G3MCX, Maurice G4DDY and Ray 
G4FFY

Left to Right: Peter G7PWV, Maurice G4DDY and 
Ray G4FFY. Ray G4FFY was busy fixing a DC 
caravan power supply.

Surplus Equipment Sale: I encourage all 
members to treat this foremost as a fundraising 
exercise for the club, with the opportunity to get a
bargain coming second. Together with this 
newsletter you will have received a short 
catalogue of some of the items up for sale. 
These will be offered first, followed then by other 
members items for sale, and then any remaining 
club items or donations. 

Sign-off: Our AGM is fast approaching and I 
would encourage all members, who are able,  
to make plans to attend. This is your club, 
and this meeting will shape the committee 
that will run the club for the next year. The 
meeting will also give you the opportunity to 
give your views on what we have achieved or 
not in the last year and your expectations and
hopes for the future. 

73. Pat G4FDN

Monkey Business by Rick M0LEP

A little idle comment on the SRCC top band net 
(09:30 Sundays on 1.905 MHz) led to a little 
discussion about protecting antennas from 
wildlife.  My mother, who lives in Kenya, gets 
satellite TV via a satellite that isn't far off directly 
overhead. This means the dish for it is facing 
almost straight up. It needs not to collect rain 
water, so it is made of a mesh rather than sheet 
metal. It also proved an irresistible magnet for 
the more playful members of the local Sykes 
monkey troop. Within months of having the dish 
installed it had needed replacing twice, and fixing
on other occasions, because the monkeys used 
the dish as a trampoline and the arm that holds 
the LNB as something to swing from. In the end, 
she got an extension from the electric fence to 
put a cordon round the dish, and since then the 
monkeys have found other places to play. While 
other forms of fencing might have deterred the 
monkeys, the electric one gives the monkeys a 
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memorable experience but no physical injury. 
The down side, of course, is that the pulses 
going to the electric fence produce clicks on HF, 
so I'm always running my rigs with the noise 
blanker on.

Here's of one of the culprits eating a piece of 
ornamental succulent it had pinched from the 
garden.

This is one of the antenna installations I have 
used in the past. You can see the dish inside its 
electric fence (which has a yellow warning sign 
hanging from one of its strands) on the grid over 
the patio.

Interesting things to do with a Raspberry 
Pi. by Gareth G4XAT.

The almost explosive growth in Software Defined
Radio (SDR) and the availability of single board 
computers like the Raspberry Pi really has 
changed the ability of the ‘enthusiast’ to receive 
radio stuff. In this case, it’s the reception and 
decoding of ADS-B 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automatic_depende
nt_surveillance_%E2%80%93_broadcast 

There are several flight tracking websites 
available for free, handy for checking progress of
family if you are on airport pick-up duty and such,
or just for interest. 
https://www.flightradar24.com/51.37,-0.02/7 is 
one I have used and also https://flightaware.com/
who offers FREE software for a Raspberry Pi 2 
using a cheap RTL dongle. 
(http://www.cosycave.co.uk/product.php?
id_product=346) 

With network connectivity and a simple 
homemade aerial (I built an eight element 
collinear from 75 ohm coax) you are literally up 
and running in minutes. The RPi runs in 
‘headless’ mode, i.e. no screen or keyboard 
needed. You also get a free enterprise account 
when you start feeding data into their server. 
This seems to be aimed at those who wish to 
monitor specific aircraft, possibly as ‘spotters’. 
Each to their own!

With the collinear facing south in my first floor 
shack window I was getting a reasonable number
of spots, up to about 50 miles (line of sight on the
passing aircraft). This morning I moved the 
assembly up a floor to about 7 M AGL and it is 
now a north facing window. The detection range 
jumped to around 150 miles (Swansea/ 
Birmingham/ Norfolk coast) and the map of my 
detections got a lot more interesting.

What’s the point? Well, I suppose it’s just playing 
with technology really. It would perhaps have 
helped trace the ill-fated Malaysian plane – it’s  a
bit like crowd-funding aircraft tracking. It’s a 
graphic illustration of how line of sight improves 
distances even at 1090 MHz.  For under £50 I’ve 
got a state of the art aircraft tracking and display 
facility. Not bad! Picture shown a snapshot from 
this morning. Plans are for an externally mounted
aerial another few metres up. This would improve
coverage to the south as the signals won’t then 
have to pass through the house.
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Something else to do with a Raspberry Pi
- also by Gareth G4XAT.

Ever since these amazing little SBC (single 
Board Computers) became available I’ve been 
hoping to get one/some running doing 
‘something useful’. Unfortunately my mind is a bit
full of other stuff and I can’t make much progress
with Linux unless it’s supported with a step-by-
step how-to. As with most things, after a period 
of time, exactly this sort of tutorial pops up on the
www and it becomes much more accessible.

With a recent spate of burglaries in our area my 
next door neighbour bought himself a 4-camera 
web-connected system. Other than the 4,000 
‘activity detected’ emails he has received in the 
last fortnight it works well – at a cost – he paid 
£500 and fitted the system himself. 

Coincidentally, at work I was offered 4 ‘surplus’ 
secure dome cameras that had been removed 
from service. I could see a plan forming…..

The first step was to see if someone had already 
done this . http://pimylifeup.com/raspberry-pi-
security-camera/ provides exactly what is needed
including an excellent step by step how-to. There
then followed some more browsing, working out 
how to get into our Wi-Fi router. With that 
resolved (and another area of technological 
learning embarked on!) I was able to assign a 
permanent IP address to the camera and open 
the management screen. This system also runs 
‘headless’ – i.e., no screen or keyboard needed. 
From the web interface software all aspects of 
the system functionality can be configured, 
including save to disc when motion is detected. 
With the ever-dropping price of flash memory 
cards, it’s no big deal to get a 32GB card and 
store a reasonable amount of images. They are 
replaced as time marches on, but it would at 
least provide decent imagery for identifying 
potential undesirables. The matching RPi camera
(available with and without an IR filter) is actually 

a very capable device offering up to 1600x1200 
pixel resolution. 

Of course, stand-alone systems are also 
available with hard disc recorders that will do all 
this for you. http://www.screwfix.com/p/swann-
swnvk-472852-4-channel-1080p-hd-nvr-cctv-kit-
with-2-cameras/9534h  But where would the fun 
be in that?

A lovely picture of my tidy shack….and the basic 
setup.

Good News/Bad News? Steve G4FYF.

Following a couple of years of deliberation, we’ve
finally taken the plunge and will be re-locating the
QTH to Bexhill. 

This is anticipated to occur late March/early April.
The fairly sizeable plot backs onto open fields 
and strategically placed, established, trees exist 
along the perimeter towards the house. These 
cry out for stringing some copper between them; 
a half-wave top band dipole is probably do-able. 
However, as you can imagine, I can envisage 
that with numerous boxes to unpack, 
kitchen/bathroom/other refurbs on the XYL's 
project plan, playing radio will probably rank 
pretty near the bottom! Nonetheless, my plan is 
to whack up something quick and dirty, antenna-
wise (e.g. simple long wire) for the short term to 
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retain some sort of RF contact with the outside 
world.

I still intend to remain a SRCC member and turn 
up at selected club meetings, and support the 
club’s field day efforts. But the downside is my 
discontinued participation on the SRCC 
Committee - given the travel involved to get to 
meetings. I have agreed with Pat that I am still 
willing to maintain the SRCC website; time will 
tell if this remains practicable from afar. There is 
likely to be a bit of a hiatus whilst new broadband
connection is established. Pat will probably 
update club members at the forthcoming AGM.

I will especially miss being in the near vicinity of 
fellow members when help/advice (OK, 
scrounging!) required, notably, Gareth G4XAT 
and John G8IYS.

Doubtless you will hear of my progress in future 
newsletters, to which I still intend to contribute.

73 Steve.

G4FYF Venture into 4 meters 
by Steve G4FYF.

I gained an interest in 4 meters when working the
4 meter station on VHF Field Days back in the 
mid ‘70s. Since then, I have done nothing about 
it until the recent resurrection of a 70 MHz SRCC
Net encouraged me to do something about it.

My FT2000 provides a low level transverter 
output at 28 MHz and transverter transmit 
control, i.e. PTT. So, I opted for a 28 – 70 MHz 
transverter. 

I began building a home-brew transverter and 
completed the receive section. Now what was 
needed was an antenna. Keeping to my ‘keep it 
simple’ approach, I knocked up a vertical ½ wave
dipole using stripped 2.5mm twin & earth mains 
cable, secured on plastic tubing, with choc-block 
connector. The whole thing is cable-tied to a 
length of timber and fed with RG58 coax cable. 

This was simply propped up against the garage.  
Switch on, tune the FT2000 to 28 MHz, and joy, 
4 meter signal of those on the club net in early 
February were well received.

Following this, Gareth G4XAT lent me his Ascom
mobile transceiver that had been modified by 
RATS (Rugby Amateur Transmitting Society) to 
cover the 4 meter band.

With this, connected to my Heath Robinson 
vertical and pushing out 25W, I had decent 
contacts on a subsequent 4m net. I was 
surprised, really, given that to get contact with, 
for example, Pat G4FDN, Dave 2E0EBK, Kim 
G6JXA, required the signal to get over the hump 
in front of me that is Shirley Hills. I still get a buzz
with what can be achieved using pretty basic 
stuff.

Later Gareth also loaned me his 450Ω ladder line
Slim-Jim that I mounted on his telescopic pole 
and again propped up against the garage, but 
now with a couple of extra meters of height. The 
performance of this was on a par with my 
vertical, but then only tried in contact with local 
stations on the club net. However, it is a lot more 
elegant!
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In the interim, I found a transverter board on e-
Bay. It’s from Ukraine, 8 x 4.5 cm board, well 
designed and assembled. The PA is a single 
RDHHF1 FET. Quoted output is 10 – 12 W  and 
offers multi-mode operation.

I etched a bit of PCB to make for easier interface 
connection and mounted the board on a heat 
sink.

On receive, signals via the FT2000 on the club 
net were no worse than using my home-brew or 
Gareth’s rig. Next challenge was to navigate 
through the FT2000 menus in order to enable the
28 MHz transverter transmit output, PTT lines 
and adjust the frequency display to reflect the 
transverter operating frequency. Initial tests 
indicated that the 28 MHz drive level was too low
to generate proper output (in the FM mode, used 
on the Club Net), so I knocked up a simple, 
single transistor, tuned buffer amp (that is the 
small board upper left on the above picture). 
Subsequent tests into a dummy load via a 

power/SWR meter and ‘scope suggest now 
‘cooking with gas’ at around 10W output.

So on the net last Thursday, I plugged into the 
Slim Jim and tentatively put out a call. To my 
delight, Gareth, Dave and Bill returned with good 
reports of signal strengths and modulation 
quality. So, the next stage is to find a box to put it
in and think about adding a linear amplifier to 
jack up the output.

As a relatively economical and simple way to get 
onto this interesting band, I suggest this is a 
good starter.

SRCC Meetings for 2016 (so far)

7 Mar Surplus Equipment Sale

21 Mar Fix-it, Move-it-On, Informal Chat

4 April Annual General Meeting 

18 April Fix-it, Move-it-On, Informal Chat

9 May Weather Satellites by Gareth G4XAT

23 May Fix-it, Move-it-On, Informal Chat

6 Jun How to use an Oscilloscope by John 
G8MNY

20 Jun Fix-it, Move-it-On, Informal Chat

Item for Sale by Colin G4CJR 

I have been trying to make a little room in the 
shack here. I'm looking for a good home for an 
FT 7800 boxed with mike cradle and manual 
programmed with most of the local repeaters and
a Philips FM 100 converted to 4 m, mike and 
cradle. No reasonable offers refused for either 
radio. I wonder, if you hear of anybody who might
be interested. Would you mind pointing them in 
my direction. Contact Maurice G4DDY: 
telephone number and email in header panel 
of the Newsletter. 

Formal Notice of the 76th. SRCC AGM
from Hon. Sec. John Kennedy G3MCX

I HEREBY GIVE NOTICE that the 76th. 
Annual General Meeting of the SRCC will be
held on Monday 4th. April at Trinity School,
7.30 for 7.45pm.  

Following our usual practice, this notice is issued 
more than a month ahead, as required by Club 
Rules. It allows time for circulation, if there are 
proposed alterations to the rules or to give 
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members an opportunity to give advance notice 
of any points which they may wish to raise at the 
AGM. We also ask for nominations for 
Committee, with such nominations (and 
acceptances) to be received by the Committee 
prior to the opening of the AGM.

Minutes of the last AGM, the full Agenda and 
a nomination Slip for proposing Members for 
the new Committee and Secretary (nominated 
separately) will follow. Members on e-mail will 
receive theirs before the next Newsletter. Any 
Member who receives their mail by post will have
theirs included with the next Newsletter.

OTHER CLUBS' MEETINGS 

 

Wimbledon & District ARS

No information published.

Contact Jim Noon M6AVV - 020 
8337 4940. 
email jamesanoon@hotmail.co.uk
Web site:- http://www.gx3wim.org.uk 

Meetings @ 8pm on 2nd & last 
Friday of each month at Martin Way 
Methodist Church, Merton Park, 
SW19 9JZ.   

17 Mar 

Sutton & Cheam RS

GB3XP Repeater Project by Neil 
M0ZEY.

Meeting at Vice Presidents Lounge,
Sutton United Football Club, Gander
Green Lane, Sutton. Normally 8pm. 

Sec: John G0BWV 020-8644 9945

15 Mar

Bromley & District ARS

Fix-it Evening. 

Normal Meetings 7.30 for 8.00 pm @
Victory Social Club, Kechill Gardens,
Hayes, Bromley, Kent. 

Contact: Andy Brooker G4WGZ 
01689 878089

4 Mar

Crystal Palace R & EC

Datamodes with Alan G0TLK. 

All Saints Church Parish Rooms, 
Beulah Hill from 7:30pm. Bob 
G3OOU 01737 552170 (Meet 
normally monthly on 1st Friday) 
http://www.g3oou.co.uk/

22 Mar 

Dorking & DARS

My Time with the BBC by Tony 
G0OVA.

Contact: David Browning M6DJB 
Website: www.ddrs.org.uk. 
Meetings  held  7.45  pm  at  The
Friends  Meeting  House,  Butterhill,
Dorking, RH4 2LE. 
Web site:- www.ddrs.org.uk

14 Mar

Coulsdon ATS

Raynet by Ian G8RWH South 
London Controller. 

Meetings held 8 pm on 2nd Monday 
each month @ St. Swithun’s Church 
Hall, Grovelands Rd, Purley.  
Steve Beal G3WZK. Secretary@ 
catsradio.org. Tel: 01883 620730.

 

Crawley ARC

No meeting information for March 
found on the CARC website. 

Hon Sec: Phil Moore M0TZZ
Contact: secretary@carc.org.uk  . 
Formal meetings held every third 
Wednesday each month at:
Hut 18, Tilgate Recreational Centre, 
Tilgate Forest, Crawley West 
Sussex. Directions are given in the 
CARC Newsletter which can be 
found at carconline.blogspot.co.uk 

3 Mar

Horsham ARC
 
Junk Sale.

Meetings held at 8 pm on 1st 
Thursday each month at: Guide Hall,
20 Denne Road, Horsham, West 
Sussex, RH12 1JF. 
Contact:  www.harc.org.uk. Hon Sec 
Alister Watt email: 
g3zbu@hotmail.com

Sign Off. That brings us to the end of another 
one. Thanks to all contributors. Vy 73. John 
G8IYS Editor.
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